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Methods

Collect acoustic data at 38 kHz and 120 kHz

Select portions of scattering layers

— directly sampled by trawls

— juvenile pollock or capelin dominant species (> 80%)
Bin data at two resolutions

— 0.1 nmi x 5 m cells

— ~ 1 nmi x 20 m "aggregations”

Use integration thresholds -91 dB to -69 dB

Calculate A MVBS = MVBS @ 120 - MVBS @ 38
Does A MVBS vary with species?
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A MVBS vs. Scrutinizing

Sign type # 5-nmi segments | agree disagree
juvenile pollock 18 83% 17%
capelin 25 92% 8%







Conclusions

A MVBS at high integration thresholds can
be an effective technique to distinguish
between juvenile pollock and capelin

* Include with other indicators for
scrutinizing acoustic data collected during
SSL prey studies
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