
Quick Facts From
the 2002 Census of
Agriculture
Historical Highlights: Tennessee
2002 and 1997 Census Years

All Farms 2002 1997

 Farms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . number 87,595 91,536
 Land in farms . . . . . . . . . . acres 11,681,533 11,986,258
   Avg size of farm . . . . . . . acres 133 131

Market value of land and 
buildings . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000 28,534,393 22,438,953
  Average per farm . . . . .  dollars 325,783 245,186
  Average per acre . . . . . dollars 2,405 1,859

Market value of all machinery 
and equipment . . . . . . . . $1,000 3,844,998 2,875,913
  Average per farm . . . . dollars 45,263 31,425

Total Cropland . . . . . . . . . farms 74,086 79,858
acres 6,992,992 7,451,482

Irrigated land . . . . . . . . . . farms 2,592 1,985
acres 61,217 47,010

Market value of agricultural
products sold . . . . . . . . . $1,000 2,199,814 2,263,035
  Average per farm . . . . . dollars 25,113 24,723

Total Farm Production Expenses
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000 1,996,798 1,785,713

Total Operators: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123,277 (N/A)
Total Women operators . . . . . . . 31,880 (N/A)

Principal operator by days of
work off farm 2 :
   None . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36,807 28,565
   Any . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,788 58,314
   200 days or more . . . . . . . . . . 38,771 44,358

Principal operator by primary
occupation 2:
   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44,100 30,635
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43,495 60,901

Average age of principal
operator (years): 56.0 54.8

2 Data for 1997 does not include imputation for item nonresponse.



Top 3 Published Counties for Selected Items: Farms by North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS): 2002

Farms Percent
Crop Production 29,931 34.2
  Oilseed and grain farming 4,332 4.9
  Vegetable and melon farming 989 1.1
  Fruit and tree nut farming 512 0.6
  Greenhouse, nursery, and floriculture 

production 2,223 2.5
  Other crop farming 21,875 25.0
Animal Production 57,664 65.8
  Beef cattle 42,602 48.6
  Cattle feedlots 31 ---
  Dairy cattle and milk production 947 1.1
  Hogs and pigs 400 0.5
  Poultry and egg production 1,320 1.5
  Sheep and goats 1,633 1.9
 Aquaculture and other animal

production 10,731 12.3
NAICS classifies farms based on primary activity.  Each farm is
represented once, categorized by the product accounting for 50% or
more of the total production value; farms with no single product
accounting for 50% or more are classified as “other.”

The census of agriculture provides a detailed look at agriculture in each
of the Nation’s 3,000 plus counties.  Data, available in electronic
format on the Internet, printed, and CD-ROM, provide a complete
statistical picture of U.S. farms and ranches every 5 years.

For more information contact:
NASS Customer Service Center

Census of Agriculture
Room 5835, South Building

1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250

1-800-727-9540
or

Tennessee Agricultural Statistics
Debra K. Kenerson, State Director

PO Box 41505  Nashville, TN 37204
1-800-626-0987

nass-tn@nass.usda.gov
www.nass.usda.gov/tn

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion,
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille,
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is
an equal opportunity provider and employer.

2002
Tennessee
Census of
Agriculture

United States
Department of
Agriculture

Tennessee
Agricultural
Statistics

Debra K. Kenerson
Director June 2004


