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HEALTH SERVICES ANO MENTAL l-i EALl-H AF3tvil NlS”l-F{ATION

ROCKVILLE, hlAR’fl. AND 20U52

,

January18, 1971 REG1ONAL ME!>: CAL

PROGRAMS SERVICE

Dear

Tie current,legislationfor RegionalMedical?’rOpj%~(p.~.. 91-515)

providesthatan applicationmay be approvedonly if recommendedby
the RegionalAdvisoryGroupand only “if opportunityhas been provided,
priorto suchrecornnendation,for comiderationof tineapplicationby
eachpublicor nonprofitprivateagencyor organizationwhichhas
developeda comprehensiveregional,metropolitanareaor otherlocal
areaplan refereedto in Section31~(b)coveringany area in whichthe
regionalmedicalprogramforwhich the applicationis madewill be
located.”

To provideguidanceto the RegionalMedica.1Programsin carryingout
thisprovision,we have developedthe followingpolicyon CHP review
of RI@?applications.A new applicationpackageis in the processof
beingapproved,whichwill also containthispolicyguidanceon CHP
review, The agenciesfl?omwhichcormnmtsmust be solicitedinclude:

(1)

(2)

AreawideComprehensiveHealthPlanningagenciesreceivingFed-
eral assistanceunderSection314(b)of the PublicHealthSer-
viceAct as amended(“B”agencies).We have encloseda
Directoryof theseStateand .krea.wideCorrrprehensi.veHealth
PlanningAgenciesforyour convenience.

otherorganizationsmeetingthe requirementsof Section314(b)
and designatedas areawidecomprehensivehealthplanning
agenciesby the appropriateStateComprehensiveHealthPlanning
Agency(“A”agency). Organizationswhichhave not received
Federalassistanceare not includedin the enclosedDirectory.
The State(XI?Agencyshouldbe consultedto determineif any
agencieshave been designatedas Areawideagencies;even
thoughtheyhave not receivedFederalfundsor officialdesign-
ation as 314(b)agencies.
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Each applicationfor E’ederalsupport(incl.udi.ngnew,supplemental,and
programcontinwatiom) Nom the Re@ortilMedicalProgramsSe-rVicemust
& acco.rp,aniedby copiesof any “B” agencycom?ientsreceivedby the RIW?
or in lieuof such comrents,by a lettei”signedby the Chairmanof tine
RegionalAdvisoryGroupcerti~ing thatthe applicationor r~aterials
adequatelydescribingthe activitiesproposedin the applicationhave
been furnishedto the appropriate“B” agencyor agenciesand thatafter
a periodof thirty(30)days,no cormmentshavebeen received. The
signatureof’tineChairwm of the RegionalAdvisoryGroupon the appli-
cation,ammg otherthings,certi~~esthatany commentsrecejvedhave
been takeninto co~iderationby the RegiGnalAdvisoryGroupin recom-
mendingtineapplicationfor RMPS support.

Materialsentto “B” agenciesfo~~ccxm?ntshoulddescribeRMP activities
in sufficientdetailto en~blethe “B” agencyto make appropriateccxE-
ments .

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

It is suggestedthat suchrriiterial:

identi& the areaand populationto be served;

listor callattentionto all healthcare fiaci.litiesor insti-
tutionsinvolvedin the RMP activitiesdescribedin the
application;

indicatethe amountof RMPS fundsrequestedby each;

su.nmmrizeany proposedstepsto strengthenprimarycarethrou@_~
cooperativearran?;:lmmtsand regionallinkages
institutionsand providers;and

identifi~any majortherapeuticequipmentto be
structionor majoralterationor renovationof
facilities”tobe undertakenin connectionwith
activities.

)’laterialssentto “B” agenciesfor reviewand comnt
and aw developmentalcomponentactivitiesas well as
mationrelatingto core activitiesor a developmental
sent for comnentto all areawidecomprehensivehealth
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amonghealthcare

,..<
aCqUil’edor con-
healthcare
proposedRMP

~houhlincludecore
mojects. Infor-
~omponentmustbe
?Iannin[;a~encies

servingthe RMP’sregion,in whole or in part. Informationrelatin[;to
projectswhoseimpactis confinedto a specificareawithinthe re;jion,
needsto be sent for‘comnt onlyto those&eawide conpreherrsivehealth
plarmingagenciesdirectlyconcerned.

It is stronglyrecommendedthatmaterialbe sentto the Apawide Corqxv-
hensiveHealthPlanningagencysufficientlyearlyin the revi.cwcyck to
permitany comments to be consideredby the RMP’stechnicaland area
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* review groups, as well as
supportor with a limited

, at thisearlystage.

Thisprocedurefor AreawideCHP a[jencyreviewof’F&J’applicationshould
takeeffectfor applicationsdue by the May 1, 1971submissiondeadline.
Thatpackageshouldincludeeithertheircommentsor certification that
theyhavehad the requisitethirty-dayopportunityto comnt on the ap-
plicationand had ro~deno comments.

Sincerelyyours~

HaroldMargulies,M.D.
ActingDirector

Enclosure
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