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Reactionsto ~fi Paper

Werall, we agreewith theideathatthepaperhas triedto convey
but do ~t thinkthe ideahasbeendevelopedas wefi as It needsto
be.

My overallproblemin addres3inSthe issueis to overcomeincon-
sistentdirectionswe are receiving.fromdownto~mon the futureof
ccrtainpro&rans.In a numberof iastances,we havebeen toldthat ‘
in the interestsof dcccntralfzationandrevenuesharin~we should
abolishcertainnationalprogr.ndirectionsand controlsand encourage
t h etransferof rcsource~to otherlevelsof governmentswieh rela-
tivelyfcw pro~ramaticearmarkaor rcstrictionseSimultaneously,
$h~ ~:.~~rofiramconceptis attackedby somobecauseit lac~ eentr~ .
programcontrolaand hcks nationalpriorities.

In more specificterms,anotherproblcmwe havetith thepaperis that
RXP as a mcchanisnfor communicatingwith a privateprovideris not
adequatelyhandled. Our view is thatwe all havean interestin
changingthedeliverysygtemand thatthec~nity at largehas a
r~g~tco p~rt~c~p~te in theprocessof change. Ilowcver,we have to
recognizethatthechange8have.tobc agreedto and participatedin
by thchcalthprovidercml]nity. Thereis no syst~ of c~pulsion
thatis wailahle t t h i~overmcnt thatwouldforcewhat is basically
a privatelyfinanced,?rivatclyrun and privatelystaffedsystemto
urdcrtakcchangesfn tbeaelfvcrysystennor do we advocateone.
Ti~ercfore,WG have to establishav.e<ansby~~hichtheF~dera~Zovemm@nt
czx effectivelyinfluencethehealthproviderestablishment.Kv to
date,has bcea thencchanfsnthathas been accept~d by much of the
providercomunity in pursuingchangesin thedcliveryoystem. Despite
v~cwat. t~;c~on~r~ry ~h~t it is not re~pons~ve to nationalneeds,th~
pro~r.amcontentof ~l~s throughoutt hnationdoesreflectnational
prioritiesin manyinstances.The device5s established,doeswork
and reasonablyeffective.The rolqsyourpaperoutlinesare pe-
fectlylegittiatefor~vs to undmtake.
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