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ArthritisConference
KansasCity,Missouri
January19-20,1975

CHARGE

THISMONTHMAKS THE END OF THE FIRSTSIX MONTHSOF THE SPECIALARTHRITIS

PORGRAMWHICHWAS INITIATEDLASTFISCALYEAR BY THE DIVISIONOF WGIONAL

iEDICALPROCRAMS,A PARTOF THE HEALTHRESOURCESADMINISTRATION,DHEW.

UNDERTHE PROGRAM,A TOTALOF 60 ARTHRITISPROJECTSAFFECTINGPATIENTSIN—

36 STATESARE BEINGSUPPORTEDBY~ RMP’SFOR ONE YEAR IN THE TOTALOF—

NEARLY$4.5 MILLION.

.,

THIS NEW PROGRAMHAS BEENDESIGNEDON A DEMON$TWTIONBASISTO IMPROVETHE

SCOPEAND QUALITYOF SERVICESDELIVE~D TO PATIENTSWITH ARTHRITIS. IT IS

PROVIDINGEARLIERIDENTIFICATIONOF THOSE.WHO MQUIRE TREAT~NT FOR ART~RITIS

DISEASES. IT IS ADVANCINGEDUCATIONFOR THOSEWHO EITHER-PROVIDEOR RECEIVE

T~ATMENT, OR WHO ARE AFFECTEDSECONDARILYBY THE ARTHRITICPATIENT. ALTHOUGH

FUNDEDBY FEDERALGOVERNMENT,THE PROGRAMHAS SOUGHT,AND RECEIVEDGENEROUS
,..

COOPEWTIONAND SUPPORTOF CONCE~?EDPROFESSfWNALORGANIZATIONS,INCLUDINGTHE

NATIONALARTHRITISFOUNDATIONAND,THE’AMERICANACADEMYOF ORTHOPEDIC
SURGEONS,WHO ARE CO-SPONSORSOF THIS CONFERENCE,

THE NATIONALSTEERINGCOMMITTEEOF THE REGIONALMEDICA1tPROCRAMS,

THE INDIVIDUALREGIONALMEDICALPROGRAMS,AND

KEY INDIVIDUALSIN THE FIELDOF ARTHRITIS,

~ INVITATIONTO PARTICIPATEIN THE INITIALAND CONTINUINGDEVELOPMENTOF THIS

PROGRAMWAS EXTENDEDTO T1lENATIONALINSTITUTEOFART1lRITIS,METABOLIC,AND
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DIGESTIVEDISEASES,AND AT THISTIME I WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGEOUR GRATITUDEFOR

THAT INSTITUTE’SSUPPORTDURINGTHE INITIALSTAGESOF

ASSEMBLEDHERETODAY,WE MAY WELLVIEWOURSELVESAS A

ARTHRITISPROJECTDIRECTORS,

THE PROGRAM’SDEVELOPMENT.

HETEROGENEOUSGROUPOF

CONCERNEDLAYMEN,

HEALTHSERVICEPROVIDERS

REGIONALMEDICALPROGRAM

CONSUMERS,

AND HEALTHSPECIALISTS, “

COORDINATORS,

VOLUNTARYAGENCYREPRESENTATIVES,AND

AT LEASTTWO INVOLVEDFEDERALOFFICIALS.

WHAT IS IT THATWE WISHTO ACCOMPLISHIN THIS TWO-DAYMEETING? WHATARE 0~

COMMONNEEDS? HOW CANWE STRUCTUREOUR ACTIVITIESAND PROCESSESOVERTHE

COMMINGMONTHSIN ORDERTHATWE MAY, TOGETHER,BENEFITFROMEACHOTHER’S

---?----.”-r-- ‘ !
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CAN WE NOT AT THISTIME,

COHESIVE,AND MEANINGFUL

WHICHWILLMEASUREUP TO

THROUGHJOINTENDEAVORS,BRINGINTOBEINGA COHERENT,

NATIONALPROGRAMOF DEMONSTMTIONARTHRITISACTIVITIES

ITS INHERENTPOTENTIALSWHICHWE ALL KNOW‘ITTO HAVE?

AS INDIVIDUALDIRECTORSAND CONCERNEDCITIZENS,YOU SURELYWILL SEEKFURTHER

SUPPORTTO MEETTHE NEEDSOF THE PEOPLEWITHINYOUR INDIVIDUALCOMMUNITIES. “

cm wE NOT HEM cO~IT OURSELVESTO THOSEMEASURESAND ACTIONS\mlICHINDIVIDU–

ALLY,MD IN CONCERT,WILL REFLECTTHE BESTTHATWE cm pRODUcE,MD WHICH

COMD THE SERIOUSATTENTIONOF THOSEWHO DIRECTTHE RESOURCESFOR HEALTH,

AND HEALTHCAREDEVELOPMENT?
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AS CICEROSAID,“THEPUNISHMENTOF THOSEWHO ARE TOO WISETO BECOMEINVOLVED

IN THE AFFAIRSOF GOVEWNT IS TO LEAVETHE AFFAIRSOF GOVERNMENTTO, AND

THUS BE GOVERNEDBY, THE UNWISE.+

LET US NOT SHIRK,THEREFORE,THISOPPORTUNITYTO ADDRESSOURSELVESTO

DIFFICULTISSUES-- TO TAKETHOSESTEPSWHICHGOODSENSEDICTATESARE——

NECESSARYIF THISSMALL,BUT POTENTIALLYVITALNEW NATIONALINITIATIVE,IS

NOT TO BECOMEJUSTANOTHERNOBLEFLASHIN THE PAN.

THE FUTUREOF THISPROGRAMLIESIN YOURHANDS, WE CONVENEFOR COMMON

PURPOSES--- TO MEETON5ANOTHER,TO MATCHOUR RESPECTIVEDESI~S AND OBJECTIVES,
\. , .

AND TO STRIKEA CO&ON CADENCETO SUS+AINCOORDINATEDNATIONALEFFORTSWHICH

WILL

WITH

,.
ENRICHTHE NATION’SHEALTHDELIVERYSYSTEM* ,.

,., ,,

“..

THE PASSAGEOF THE NATIONALHEALTHPLANNING~D DEVELOPMENTACT OF 1974,

THE FUTUREOF THE NATIONALREGIONAL~DICAL PROGRAMHAS BEENCLEARLYDETERMINED,

AND YOU WY NO LONGERLOOKTO THISPROG~ FOR CERTAINTYOF CONTINUEDSUPPORT.

THUS,THE PRIMETASKOF THIS CONFERENCEIS TO BEGINTO GENERATE,RAPIDLY,THE

FORCESREQUIREDTO THRUSTTHE ARTHRITISPROGRAMINTOTHE NATIONALVIEWTHROUGH

DEMONSTRATEDACCOMPLISH~NTS. YOU ARE THE VANGUARBWHICHCANACCELERATETHE

NECESSARYIMPROVEMENTSIN THE MANAGEMENTOF THE HERETOFORE,LARGELYIGNORED

ARTHRITIDES,WHICHARE CALLEDFOR UNDERTHE NEWLYENACTEDPUBLICLAW 93-640,

SPONSOREDBY SENATORCRANSTON,
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* ~ MANY INDItlIDUALGROUPSAND ORGANIZATIONSNAVEWORKEDDILIGENTLYAND

EFFECTIVELYTO

. . IS REPRESENTED

UNCLEARIN ALL

CONFERENCEYOU

BRING FORTHTHE CU~NT SMALL, BUT IMPORTANTPROGRAM,WHICH

HERETODAYBY YOUR COLLECTIVEPMSENCE. ITS FUTURE,THOUGH

PARTICULARS,MAY BECOMEVERYPROMISINGIF, THROUGHTHIS

STARTTHOSESTEPSWHICHCLEARLYMUSTBE TAKENTO ASSUME

. COLLECTIVERESPONSIBILITYFOR ITS FURTHERGROWTH,DEVELOPMENTAND EFFECTIVE-

NESS. 1 EXTENDMSINCERE GRATITUDETO ALL OF YOU FOR MAKINGIT POSSIBLE

TO ARRANGETHIS CONFERENCE,AND TO WISHYOU WELL IN YOUR DELIBERATIONS,
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