B.

Action.

CHAPTER VI

FATALITY/CATASTROPHE INVESTIGATIONS

1)

(2) All catastrophes;

3) Single fatalities i
publicity; or

(4)

a.

b.

If Hawaii OSH standards should be revised to corre
condition that led to the accident.

nazardous working
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1. Preinvestigation Activities. It is essential to the proper conduct of a fatality or catastrophe
|nvest|gat|on that preparations be carefully made. DOSH may be the subject of public scrutiny
onduct of these investigations, and it is imperative that they be complete and of

anch Manager. If the fatality or catastrophe appears to require a DOSH
igation, (i.e., itis or may be occupationally related and there are no questions

tion to the director, when required by C.1, as soon as it is verified that the
rophe has occurred.

the investigation_or
directed by the admipi

d. Selection of Compliance Officér, administrator and the branch manager
determine that an investig\qtjo/ ea ort is not required, a compliance officer with
expertise in the particular industry or operation involved in the accident or illness
shall be selected by the bransh mayager and sent tq the establishment as soon as
possible.

emergency or accident investigation
available for regular use at any time p
fatality/catastrophe investigations.

f Other Agency. If another Federal or State agency is respo atticipating
in the investigation, the administrator and the branch ma all ensure that the

compliance officer or the team members are fully instryc
the areas of responsibility.

ed in the relationship and
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2. Investigation Procedures. The same general policies and inspection procedures contained in
Chapter Il are applicable for the investigation of fatalities and catastrophes, except as
e provided in this chapter.

ope. Fatality/catastrophe investigations shall include a complete investigation of
establishment in addition to the accident investigation in accordance with the
Ying guidelines.

a high rate establishment (one listed on the establishment list), if one of
the deletion criteria given in Chapter Il, E.2.b.(1)(f) applies, the procedures
in (4) of this section shall be followed.

c constructlon industry, if a substantially complete inspection of the
sP\nent has been conducted within the last quarter, the procedures
of this section shall be followed.

fatality/catastrophe investigation. If, however, the
believes that the scope of the inspection should be

decision shall be made on the basis of
not the inspection should be extended.

complete inspection of th efore, concurrent with, or after the accident
investigation. Other areas & op&rations in the establishment may have hazards
similar to those that caused i . if sq, they shall be brought to the
employer's attention immediat

c Abbreviated Opening Conference vestigations of fatalities and
catastrophes require that the complig location of the alleged
hazard as promptly as possible. Therg ompkhaqce officer shall reduce the
time spent in the opening conference by i the bare essentials of
identification, the purpose of the visit, and t erg scO(t by employee and
employer representatives. The complianc employer that a

d. Families of Victims. Family members of employees i {i occupauonal
accidents or |Ilnesses shall be contacted at an early pomt in th gation, g|ven

Incorporating Family of Victims in Fatality Investigation,)

e. Criminal. Section 396-10(g) of the Law provides criminal penalties for an employer
who is convicted of having willfully violated the Law when that violation caused the
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D.

death of an employee. In an investigation of this type, therefore, the nature of the
evidence available is of paramount importance. There should be close liaison
between the compliance officer or team leader, the branch manager, the
administrator, and the attorney general in any finding, which might involve a violation
61\8396-10(g) of the Law.

1)
)
®3)
(4)
()
(6) Number of persons unag
@) When DOSH personnel are ¢

(8) Identity of the person who is

reporting official shall so indicate in the verbal
appropriate action.

Special Situations.

1. Jurisdiction. There may be situations where it is not clear that the ¢j esfall within
DOSH's jurisdiction.

a. General. Ifitis reasonably certain that DOSH has jurisdiction, the branch manager

shall start the investigation at once and not let potential jurisdictional problems
interfere with either notification or investigation.
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Q) If there appears to be a jurisdictional problem, this information shall be
relayed to the department office along with additional facts as they become
available. A clear interpretation will be provided as soon as possible.

Reserved.

cy Cooperation. If Federal agencies will be involved and are on site, the

2.
3.
responsibility
monitor and i
of the rescuers.
a.
b.
C.
cause death or serious physical har
operation.
d Emergency Situations. Emergencies creaf
necessitate immediate rescue work, firefighting,
increase injuries or fatalities. Therefore, when nonsta
bulldozers, etc.) without rollover protection, ¢¢ ayails
purposes, no citation shall be issued. The us
employers shall be limited to the actual emergency situation g
work, etc. Use in cleanup or reconstruction work shall
citations when appropriate.
4, Public Information Policy. The DOSH public information policy regarding response to

fatalities and catastrophes is to explain DOSH presence to the news media. It is not to
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provide a continuing flow of facts, nor to issue periodic updates on the progress of the
investigation.

Administrator. The administrator or his designee shall normally handle responses to
dia inquiries.
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