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§ 5.33 Denial of requests. 
(a) Information furnished. All denials 

are in writing and describe in general 
terms the material withheld; state the 
reasons for the denial, including, as ap-
plicable, a reference to the specific ex-
emption of the FOIA authorizing the 
withholding or deletion; explain your 
right to appeal the decision and iden-
tify the official to whom you should 
send the appeal; and are signed by the 
person who made the decision to deny 
all or part of the request. 

(b) Unproductive searches. We make a 
diligent search for records to satisfy 
your request. Nevertheless, we may not 
be able always to find the records you 
want using the information you pro-
vided, or they may not exist. If we ad-
vise you that we have been unable to 
find the records despite a diligent 
search, this does not constitute a de-
nial of your request.

§ 5.34 Appeal of denials. 
(a) Right of appeal. You have the 

right to appeal a partial or full denial 
of your FOIA request. To do so, you 
must put your appeal in writing and 
send it to the review official identified 
in the denial letter. You must send 
your appeal within 30 days from the 
date you receive that letter or from the 
date you receive the records released as 
a partial grant of your request, which-
ever is later. 

(b) Letter of appeal. The appeal letter 
should state reasons why you believe 
that the FOIA exemption(s) we cited do 
not apply to the records that you re-
quested, or give reasons why they 
should be released regardless of wheth-
er the exemption(s) apply. Because we 
have some discretionary authority in 
deciding whether to release or withhold 
records, you may strengthen your re-
quest by explaining your reasons for 
wanting the records. However, you are 
not required to give any explanation. 

(c) Review process. Before making a 
decision on an appeal of a denial, the 
designated review official will consult 
with the General Counsel to ensure 
that the rights and interests of all par-
ties affected by the request are pro-
tected. Also, the concurrence of the As-
sistant Secretary for Public Affairs is 
required in all appeal decisions, includ-
ing those on fees. When the review offi-

cial responds to an appeal, that con-
stitutes the Department’s final action 
on the request. If the review official 
grants your appeal, we will send the 
records to you promptly or let you in-
spect them, or else we will explain the 
reason for any delay and the approxi-
mate date you will receive copies or be 
allowed to inspect the records. If the 
decision is to deny your appeal, the of-
ficial will state the reasons for the de-
cision in writing and inform you of the 
FOIA provision for judicial review.

§ 5.35 Time limits. 

(a) General. FOIA sets certain time 
limits for us to decide whether to dis-
close the records you requested, and to 
decide appeals. If we fail to meet the 
deadlines, you may proceed as if we 
had denied your request or your appeal. 
We will try diligently to comply with 
the time limits, but if it appears that 
processing your request may take 
longer than we would wish, we will ac-
knowledge your request and tell you 
its status. Since requests may be 
misaddressed or misrouted, you should 
call or write to confirm that we have 
the request and to learn its status if 
you have not heard from us in a rea-
sonable time. 

(b) Time allowed. (1) We will decide 
whether to release records within 10 
working days after your request 
reaches the appropriate FOI office, as 
identified in § 5.31 of this part. When we 
decide to release records, we will actu-
ally provide the records, or let you in-
spect them, as soon as possible after 
that decision. 

(2) We will decide an appeal within 20 
working days after the appeal reaches 
the appropriate review official 

(c) Extension of time limits. FOI Offi-
cers of review officials may extend the 
time limits in unusual circumstances. 
Extension at the request stage and at 
the appeal stage may total up to 10 
working days. We will notify you in 
writing of any extension. ‘‘Unusual cir-
cumstances’’ include situations when 
we: 

(1) Search for and collect records 
from field facilites, archives, or loca-
tions other than the office processing 
the request. 
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