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SCIENCE IN|REVIEW

DDT, theArmy’d Irisect Bawder; Strikes a Blow,
“Against Typhus and|for Pest Control

yy W‘ALI)EMAR KAEMPFFERT
DD’F’.] the Armiyls |insect pgwder,
which) has been used 'with, grept ef-
fect ageinst’ the spread of |typHus in
Hurope, wes conspicuous i the:news
last week. The pawder killy lice, ter-
mites, moths, roaches, bedbugs, |fleas,
Japsnesae beatles, corn borers and: other-|
insect{pests. DDT is short for dighloro-
diphenyl trichlorethane.
Nb new digtovery {8 DDT. 'It wee
first wynthesiged In 1874 by.Othmar
Zeidler of Strasbourg and described in
alx liries |In the procasiings of thp Ger-
man Chemical %oclety. Its inmect-
killing Pregevtles were /discovered in
the lskutatories of J, R. Gelgy & Co.
of Basle] Switzerland, in 1830 iwhen
%he Swiss potato crop was thredtehed
with gestruction by 'American’ beetles.
Soon after the outbresk of thé war
Gelgy & Co. reported to the American
military ‘attaché at Genevd that the:
powder ‘could kil ;typhua&a:‘-rymkfuce.
At present DDT is made by several
'| companies in this country. One ot’;;the?e.
alone hds manufactured enough tb.pro-
tect more than 50,000,000 persons
against typhus for onemonth. And stlll
the supply s sufficient anly.for'the
armed forces, . A small amount, how-
ever, 18 réserved for agricultural f1se,

Deadly to Insects ;
DDT is harmless by jtself, When
mixed with talc or kerosene rg::: deadly
to trispetyd but harml Than, fo 't
s the Mae\;u o ‘ -
epared ‘and hprinkled o
.retaing fts: inssctictdall’ ‘
eight washings.! | Bprayed| on walls 1
will: k GP' les wway for.
Fd dmlt‘nbetl’ﬁtn w4

- {(Naples last.rOx r {whe

dreadl disess In!every prmy
appearance :the foity's
v \[THous Reert
'botb-shelters rais
In sWirmed and nanis

" ~ahge.:q nts; 1wel
rionexistent. Lice\wre p
cases of typhus )\ wera
W. 8. Stoneé, chief of the U
Army’s ‘Spetion of Prayentive M 1cm3

for the| [North., Af ]
Operations, renlized \danger and

took pteps to. ehforce ‘counter- ensy
ures, He|needed DDT but\he hed/none.
He turned to thé Rockefeller Foundas
tion’s tehm and, with its atd\controlla
at the very beginning what might have
becoms Ta’; formidable epidemie, H

The/team in|question w cre&r.ed n
1943 to! continue war‘zonp studies of

promige; (It consiats of Dra, John Bj
Snyder,jéharlg;M. Whe%::. Fred Li

Stoper, W. A. Davis, Floyd 5. Mark}
ham and Louis A. Riehl. Its tirsi 5
was to fly a medical 8 ¢ . and antiyf
typhus msaterial from Cairo to Naplen. |
Army Battles Typhus :

By Déc. 26 the fight against typhus
.was on., Active cases were located and
treated land whole famillds! and; their
relatives and friends were dusted with
the louse-killer, But this was only the
beginning. The biggest task of all was
the delousing of the entire population.
Posters 'and the press invited people
to visit ane of forty delousing stations
where - the powder was blown' intc
trousers| and skirts, sleeves, cbilars,
tucks, folds- and seams. Nobody was |
asked to: strip. About €6,000 a day
‘were thug handled. By January, 1,300,
000 had been thus protected Jor five
weeks and by the end’of ‘February
the number of new cases daiscavered
had dwindled to almost nothirg, | ‘

This department 18 not wilk'2g o go
20 far a8 some do'in hailing- DT as a1
discovery icomparable with tha solfon- |
omides and penichiin, but thers 18: no
doubt in its mind that it marks thas be-
ginning of a new era in the control. of
agricultural and:household insedt yests
and of infections apread by mosquitos,
lice and flens. * We shall hear more of
DDT when the time comes to disinfect
the European continent and check the
spread of typhus.,




