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about how to proceed. My understanding is that the call was made cither by the Speaker of the
House to the President or by the senior staff of the Speaker to the senior staff of the President.

I would like to know whether the information I have received is correct. If it is, the
implications are serious.

The Presentment Clause of the U.S. Constitution states that before a bill can become law,
it must be passed by both Houses of Congress.” When the President took the oath of office, he
swore to “preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States,” which includes the
Presentment Clause. If the President signed the Reconciliation Act knowing its constitutional
infirmity, he would in effect be placing himself above the Constitution.

[ do not raise this issue lightly. Given the gravity of the matter and the unusual
circumstances surrounding the Reconciliation Act, Congress and the public need a
straightforward explanation of what the President and his staff knew on February 8, when the
legislation was signed into faw.

Sincerely,

Henry A, Waxman
Ranking Minority Member

Enclosure

* U.S. Constitution, Article I, § 7.



