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The graphic above shows the number of reported tornadoes for the Lubbock NWS CWA (County 
Warning Area), from 1950 through 1999. Notice that the numbers decrease significantly off the 
Caprock over the Low Rolling Plains. This is probably due in part to a very low population density 
over this area. Lamb and Hale Counties have the greatest frequency with 70 and 105 tornadoes 
respectively. Lubbock County is a close third, with 67 tornadoes or about 1.4 tornadoes per year.  







The Lubbock, Texas Tornado      May 11, 1970 

30 years ago this Spring, on May 11, 
1970, tragedy struck Lubbock, Texas as 
an F5 tornado ripped through downtown 
Lubbock. Twenty-six were killed and at 
least 1500 more were injured. The 
tornado had winds estimated in excess 
of 200 mph, and damaged or destroyed 
a large section of the city, mainly north 
and east of 19th Street and University 
Avenue.  
In the few moments between 9:35 p.m. 
and the time the funnel lifted into the 
clouds, the tornado devastated the 
community along an 8 1/2 mile path. It 
wrought havoc along a track that was 1 
1/2 miles wide in downtown Lubbock to 
one-fourth mile wide as it passed over 
the Weather Bureau Office located at 
the Lubbock Airport. 
The twister was responsible for 125 
million dollars in damage with an 
estimated 15 square miles of the city 
damaged or destroyed.  
 

Shaded area shows tornado path. Crosses represent 
fatalities. 

BE PREPARED!! 

This storm which was so 
destructive 30 years ago is a 
reminder of how vulnerable we 
are to deadly tornadoes on the 
High Plains, and how serious we 
should be about severe weather 
safety and preparedness. Please 
take time now, before severe 
weather season, to ensure that 
you and your family are ready. 



 

In This Issue... Spotter Training,  1970 Lubbock Tornado, Drought Update, and more... 

90 Day Outlook from NCEP's Climate Prediction Center 
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