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February 24, 2005

The Honorable Tom Davis
Chairman

Committee on Government Reform
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

In the movie Field of Dreams, Terrence Mann, a writer, explains the unique role baseball
has had in American life: :

The one constant through all the years . . . has been baseball. America has rolled by like
an army of steamrollers. It’s been erased like a blackboard, rebuilt, and erased again.
But baseball has marked the time . . . this game is part of our past. It reminds us of all
that once was good, and that could be again.

This is not a good time, however, for baseball. The steroid scandal that has unfolded
over the last several years calls into question the fundamental integrity of the game. And it raises
serious health implications for millions of American teenagers who look to professional athletes
as role models.

Jose Canseco’s allegations about steroid use by Mark McGwire and other baseball
players have received enormous media attention. Many of the individuals have denied the
accusations. Mr. Canseco insists his information is accurate. Despite the baseball
commissioner’s statement that his goal is to have “zero tolerance regarding steroids,” Major
League Baseball has announced it will not investigate Mr. Canseco’s allegations.

There is a simple way to find the truth in this matter. Our Committee should hold a
hearing with Mr. Canseco, Mr. McGwire, and others and have them testify under oath. This
would be an opportunity to find out what really happened and to get to the bottom of this
growing scandal.

Congressional hearings in the 1950s examined allegations of cheating in television quiz
shows. The oversight provided by these hearings exposed wrongdoing and forced the networks
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to change their practices. In the same way, an independent congressional investigation is needed
to remove the cloud now hanging over baseball. As former baseball commissioner Fay Vincent
reminded us in a recent Washington Post column, “sunlight is the best of disinfectants.”

We should also hear from representatives from Major League Baseball and the players’
union to examine what they plan to do to stop the use of dangerous drugs by pro baseball
players. Major League Baseball announced a new policy on steroid testing last month. But this
new policy has been criticized by anti-doping experts. It is not as strict as the policy covering
the minor league players and it does not include an across-the-board ban on stimulants. We
should examine what baseball needs to do to halt the use of steroids and other drugs once and for

all.

Performance enhancing drugs are a growing public health problem. Steroid use can
cause liver damage and even cancer. The stimulant ephedrine is believed to have killed
Baltimore Oriole pitcher Steve Bechler. If we ignore the allegations of rampant drug use in
major league baseball, we are sending the wrong message to the millions of youth who emulate
professional athletes. As President Bush remarked in his State of the Union Address last year:

To help children make right choices, they need good examples. Athletics play
such an important role in our society, but, unfortunately, some in professional
sports are not setting much of an example. The use of performance-enhancing
drugs like steroids in baseball, football, and other sports is dangerous, and it sends
the wrong message — that there are shortcuts to accomplishment, and that
performance is more important than character.

Given our Committee’s broad oversight powers, we can play an important role in
restoring baseball’s luster and keeping sports at all levels clean of these dangerous drugs.

I appreciate your willingness to consider this request.
Sincerely,

%“-U)W

Henry A. Waxman
Ranking Minority Member



