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Mr. Chairman, there are few triumphsin the annas of medicine like vaccination. Vaccines have
saved more lives than any other medical intervention in history. Today, they protect us from deedly
infectious diseases which spread desth, disability, and misery in other, less fortunate parts of the world.

Thanks to universal immunization, the United States has made tremendous progress aganst
polio, diphtheria, whooping cough, and other diseases. According to UNICEF, these diseases kill two
and ahdf million children and cripple 750,000 children worldwide every year. Without vaccination,
American children would dso be vulnerable to smilar catastrophic epidemics.

| don't think American parents would ever permit their children to be exposed to such extreme
risks. But today, we are becoming complacent about our success againgt infectious diseases. Unlike
our parents and grandparents, we aren’t terrorized every year by paradytic polio and whooping cough
epidemics.

This makesit easer to forget the value of vaccines and to focus on their potentid risks. But if
children are frightened and parents discouraged about vaccines, we will quickly become vulnerable
again to infectious disease.

No one doubts that there are adverse reactions to vaccines. It is unfortunate that they happen,
and that children and adults suffer asaresult. That iswhy | sponsored the Nationd Childhood Vaccine
Injury Act of 1986, which established the Nationd Vaccine Injury Compensation Program. This

program relies upon the best available science and medicine to provide an dternative to litigation for



individuas who suffered specific vaccine-related injuries.

Today, we must continue to rely upon what science tells us about the benefits and risks of
vaccines. We must continue to educate the public about vaccines, their benefitsand risks. While
everything we know about childhood vaccines tells us that their benefits far outweigh their risks, we
must remain vigilant and continue epidemiologica research into potentid sde effects.

Thereisasmple way to illugtrate the importance of vaccinaion. Two hundred years ago,
Edward Jenner developed the first smdlpox vaccine. | was innoculated againgt smalpox. My children,
who were born in the 1960s, were also innocul ated.

But those of you who were born in the 1970s do not have a smdl, round scar that we bear on
our shoulders — because you didn’t need the smallpox vaccine. Smallpox no longer threstens our
children in their beds or whole communities with degth. It isjust amemory.

Today, we are tantaizingly close to eradicating the second communicable disease in history —
polio. But until polio, meningitis, diphtheria, hepdtitis and other diseases are truly memories, our
children and our families will continueto be at risk. Vaccination will remain an indigoensable public
hedth defense and it will be Congress  respongibility to continue to support and encourage universd
vaccination

Mr. Chairman, we will hear from families who have suffered ether adverse reactions to the
vaccine or hedth problems they believe are linked to the vaccine. We will dso hear from the families of
those who have experienced the trauma and stigma of infectious disease. | am sympathetic to dl of our
witnesses and look forward to their testimony.

Unfortunately, however, there are many witnesses that we will not hear from. The minority

made a number of requests for witnesses, but only half those requests were granted. We requested to



hear from —

. adoctor who could have talked about efforts to vaccinate world-wide, and the ravages

of vaccine-preventable diseases on children around the globe;

. adoctor who has been doing vaccine studies since 1967 and who is an expert on

reactions to the pertussis vaccine; and

. amember of the board of directors of the American Academy of Pediatrics.

But these requests were denied.

Many other voices are missing from thisdiscusson. For example, there is no representative
from the state health agencies who actualy mandate vaccinations and administer vaccine programs.
There is no representative from the vaccine manufacturers, who bear alarge responsbility for vaccine
safety. | deeply regret that these groups are not here today to provide us with balanced and informed
testimony.

In conclusion, | wish to submit for the record the postions of leading medica and patient
organizations in support of universa vaccination, including the World Hedlth Organization and Pan
American Hedth Organization, American Medicd Association, the Association of State and Territorid
Hedlth Officias, American Nurses Association, the American Public Hedlth Association, the American
Academy of Family Physcians, the Children’s Defense Fund, the American Pharmaceutica
Association, the Partnership for Prevention, the Bill and Melinda Gates Children’s Vaccine Program,
the Immunization Action Caodlition, Every Child by Two, and the National Foundation for Infectious

Diseases..



