
W E ’ D  L I K E  T O  D I S P E L  A

F E W M Y T H S
ABOUT WORKING FOR THE

C E N T R A L
I N T E L L I G E N C E
A G E N C Y



At the CIA, the work we do

may be secret, but that doesn’t

mean your life will be, too.

Our careers are similar to those of

any major corporation — with a

variety of opportunities available.

You will most likely work on

location at CIA Headquarters,

experiencing a life style that

includes social and cultural 

activities in the nation’s capital

and the Virginia and Maryland

suburbs. Our professional 

environment also

encompasses more areas

of activity and expertise

than any commercial

enterprise or university. So,

your friends and family will still

be part of your life every day — 

as they would with almost any

other career choice you make.

M Y T H #1
Y O U ’ L L  N E V E R S E E
Y O U R  F A M I L Y  A N D
F R I E N D S A G A I N.



Although high-speed

car chases through the

narrow alleyways of a

foreign city may seem

commonplace on TV, it’s not

what the CIA is really about.

And it doesn’t compare with the

reality of being part of worldwide

intelligence operations supporting

a global mission. Of course,

there are certain career choices

at CIA that will put you in more

immediate touch with world events

on an international scale, or

demand that you carry a gun.

But our mission is to collect

intelligence, and every profes-

sional we hire is part of that effort,

whether they work within, or out-

side of, an office. Driving a sports

car is up to you. But we don’t

recommend the machine guns.

M Y T H #2
E V E R Y O N E  D R I V E S  A
SPORTS  CAR  WITH  MACHINE
G U N S  I N  T H E  T A I L P I P E S.



You’ve seen it in the

movies, but you don’t have

to know karate, be able to

withstand a jolt of electricity

while playing a computer game

with a madman, or look good 

in a tuxedo to work at the CIA.

You must, however, possess 

a deep intellect, the ability 

to make good decisions and a 

dedication to serving the nation

through the collection and 

analysis of intelligence.

Our work involves

assessing and monitoring

international developments

— political, economic,

military, technological,

scientific, environmental and

social. The difference here 

is that your work will be 

part of history.

M Y T H #3
Y O U  H A V E  T O B E  
S U P E R  H U M A N  
I N  E V E R Y  W A Y.



If you think that working 

for the CIA means you’ll be

jet-setting around the globe to

attend parties with billionaires

and showing off your Tango 

skills, you’ll be disappointed.

The reality is, CIA employees 

are normal, everyday people 

who lead normal, everyday lives.

Some do travel the world and

have opportunities to do exciting

things.Yet, many of our profes-

sionals perform essential admin-

istrative office functions, at home

and abroad. Granted, they

do so on the cutting edge of

global change — dealing with

technological advances that are

increasing the complexity, scope

and speed of potential risks to

our national security every day.

But that’s the real life style that

makes this career choice exciting.

M Y T H #4
A  G L A M O R O U S L I F E  S T Y L E
A W A I T S Y O U.



Because of the CIA’s

national security role, there

are specific qualifications 

candidates must meet, but cut-

ting class once or twice during

your senior year of high school 

probably won’t disqualify you.

The fact is, it takes a while to go

through the stringent process of

completing the qualifications

screening, medical exams,

security procedures and 

polygraph interview.

We want to ensure 

that only the most qualified

and committed individuals 

are selected. Your intellect, skills,

experience and desire to serve

the nation by helping us to 

succeed in our mission are very

important to us.

M Y T H #5
H A R D L Y  A N Y O N E  E V E R
M A K E S  I T T H R O U G H  T H E
B A C K G R O U N D  C H E C K.



At the CIA, the challenges of today’s fast-paced global changes present

opportunities for exceptional careers. Our intelligence mission 

is the work of the nation — and our success depends on a

network of professionals around the world.

From the technical expertise of scientists, engineers

and IT professionals who develop the latest technical

gizmo, to the adventurous individuals in the

Clandestine Service who collect important

national security secrets. From language 

instructors conducting research, examining

foreign media and teaching crucial language

skills, to analysts with experience in interna-

tional economics, military analysis and 

quantitative methods, to administrative 

personnel. Ours is a mission like no other.

Candidates must successfully complete a medical

examination, polygraph interview and an extensive

background investigation. For additional career

information, job postings and to apply, please visit:

www.cia.gov

An equal opportunity employer and a drug-free work force.

THE WORK OF A NATION. 
THE CENTER OF INTELLIGENCE.


