TOM BAVIS, VIRGINIA.
CHAIRMAN

CHRISTOPHER SHAYS, CONNECTICUT
DAN BURTORN, INDIANA

ILEAMNA ROS-LEHTINEN, FLORIDA
JOHM M. MocBUGH. NEW YORK

JOMN L RICA, FLORIDA

Gil GUTENECHT, MINNESOTA

MARK E, SOUDER, INDIANA
STEVENG. LaTOURETIE, OHiO

TORD BUSSTLL PLATTS, PENNSYLYANIA
CHRIS CANMNON, UTAH

SOHN J. DUNGAN, JR., TENMNESSEE
CANDICE MiLLER, MECHIGAN

MICHAEL B, TURNER, OHIO

CARRELL ISSA, CALIFORNIA

VIRGINIA BROWR-WAITE, FLORIDA
JON G PORTER, NEVADA

KERNY MARCHANT, TEXAS

LYNN AL WESTMORELAND, GEORGIA
PATAICK T. MoHENAY, NORTH CAROLINA
CHARLES W, DENT, PENNSYLVANIA
VERGINIA FOXX, NORTH CAROLINA

ONE HUNDRED NINTH CONGRESS

Congress of the United States

ibouse of Representatives

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM
2157 RaysurN House GrFsICcE BuLping
WasHingTon, DC 205156143

BessomIty (202} 2255074
Facswile (202) 2253974
blreoRITY  (202) 2255061
TTY {202} 2356852

hitpz/freform house.gov

June 1, 2005

The Honorable Joseph E. Schmitz
Inspector General
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TOM LANTOS, CALIFORNIA

MAJOR . OWENS, NEW YORK

EDOLPHUS TOWNS, MEW YORK

FAUL E. KANJORSKE, PENNSYLVANIA
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DENMNIS J, KUCINICH, OHIO

DANNY X DAVIS, ILLINGIS
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STEPHEN F. LYNGH, MASSACHUSETTS

CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, MARYLAND
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BRIAN HIGGING, NEW YORK

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTORN,
BISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

BERMNARD SANDERS, VERMONT,
INDEPENDENT

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Schmzitz:

I am writing to request that your office investigate recent allegations that U.S.
interrogators at Guantanamo Bay made anti-Semitic remarks to detainees in order to interfere
with the relationship between these detainees and their attorneys.

On Apri) 20, 2005, Thomas Wilner, the attorney for eleven Kuwaiti nationals being
detained at Guantanamo Bay, filed a signed declaration with the U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia.' This public filing relays several disturbing allegations by his clients.

According to Mr. Wilner, one of his clients, Fayiz Al Kandari, alleges that his
interrogator, a woman calling herself “Megan,” told him, “don’t trust your lawyers.” The
interrogator also allegedly asked Mr. Al Kandari, “did you know your lawyers are Jews?”’

Another detainee, Fouad Mahmoud Al Rabiah, told Mr. Wilner “that his interrogator had
made numerous comments that he should not trust his lawyers because they are Jewish.” The
male interrogator allegedly made the following comments:

. “Your lawyers are Jews. How could you trust Jews? Throughout history, Jews
have betrayed Mushms. Don’t you think your lawyers, who are Jews, will betray
you?SB

. “Don’t ever believe that a Jew will help a Muslim unless he gets more out of it

than he gives.”

' Fawzi Khalid Abdullah Fahad Al Odah, et al. v. United States, Plaintiffs-Petitioners’
Motion for Writ of Injunction (Apr. 20, 2005).
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. “Your lawyers are Jews. They are from one of the world’s biggest law firms,
which is Jewish and represents the Government of Israel.”
. “What will other Arabs and Muslims think of you Kuwaitis when they know the

only help you can get 1s from Jews?”

I request that your office determine whether these allegations are true and, if so, who
made the comments and how widespread the practice of directing anti-Semitic remarks to
Muslim detainees is at Guantanamo Bay. I also request that your investigation determine
whether such a practice violated federal law or military regulations.

Sincerely,

Henry A. Waxman
Ranking Minority Member




