Congress of the Mnited States
Washington, DE 20313

Tune 26, 2008

The Honorable Grace Napolitano The Honorable Cathy McMorris Redgers
Chairwoman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Water and Power Subcommuttee on Water and Power
Committee on Natural Resources Committee on Natural Resources

15322 Longworth House Office Building H2-186 Ford House Office Building
Washingion, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairwoman Napolitano and Ranking Member McMorris Rodgers:

As you know, Governor Schwarzenegger declared a drought emergency for the nine
counties in our region earlier this month. We take this opportunity to respectfully request a field
hearing in the San Joaquin Valley of California on this dire situation. Considening that
Califorma’s water infrastructure is operated in part by federal agencies, and the fact that we will
be requesting federal crop disaster assistance due to this year's deficient water supply, we
believe it is timely for the committee 1o hear from our constituents on these issues and the need
for greater reliability in our water supply.

This spring was the driest on record in Northern California, which supplies most of the
water to the state. The culmination of a low snow pack, a previous dry vear, and court decisions
that restrict water transfers has left the San Joaquin Valley in a disastrous state of affairs. The
diminishing water supply has resulted in water diversions and rationing that will devastate the
Valley’s agriculture production.

San Joaquin Valley agriculture is a $20 billion industry that accounts for nearly 38
percent of the Valley’s employment. With more than 300 crops grown here, some of which are
not grown anywhere else in the United States, the San Joaguin Valley represents three of the top
producing agricultural counties in the country. Without adequate water, this thriving ndustry
will fiterally wither and die. Farmers who do not have enough water for their crops bave started
to abandon ones aiready planted. Farm workers who depend on the agriculture industry will be
unemployed and stand to suffer significant cconomic hardship. As unemployment rises, more
will fook to the government for assistance, putting further pressure on our already overburdened
wellare systenn. As representatives of the San Joaguin Valley, we find the current circumstances
unacceptable and cannot stand idly by while communities go without water and the Valley’s
number one indusiry dries up.

Whether we like it or agree with it, the simple fact is that over the past 16 years, more
than 3,000,000 acre-feet of our federal water supply has been reallocated by judicial decisions
and legislative changes to other areas of California to benefit fisheries and water quality. We
have no water left to give. Our current service water supply is deficient lo meet our existing
needs, not to mention those of our growing population,




sgarduony jo .\3@.&@4

§S2ITUO0) JO IGUIDIA
AIm) DI Uiy

$5015U07Y 1O IDQUID]Y
BROPIR)) STUOD

——_
- -

ﬁa&zaw JO IaquIo
) ﬁ t ,u g

‘ATproourg

150nbal $I) 10 UOURISMSHOD ALUT) NOA 1] noA yuRy L -onsst joeuodur sny uo

Furesy yool e Bupioy ‘eppsesy 1 CIIPISUON THOA TR ST P 2010, sampnoudy iy of Jone)

1sanbar Burmay v Suipuss ospe 21w am ﬁﬁmmm ATHEOISUINUL 232 J20em pue admmotiSe osneoag

TyEnosp stipy yo syedwi oy gsa: ippe o1 A2]pe A winbreofurg. oy ut Suueay piag v Sugnpatos 4q

108 0ORIMIEO Ty SOOI [RUEN 211 e sonbor Ampioadsor sm *DA0GE DOUIIND SUOSEAI 21 104
PRESY $D0104 BRI dAR 0y sAIsep Aaye A mimbeor uRg o W spEnprapy Sunpom pae




