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9/11 Act: 
New 

Security 
Framework 
for VWP 
August 
2007 

MOU bilateral discussions 
with 5 countries with visa 

refusal rates below 10% and 4 
countries above 10% (but 

which may be lower than 10% 
for FY08) 

February 2008 (2) 

Signed MOUs with Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Slovak 
Republic, Hungary, 

Republic of Korea, Malta  
February-April 2008 

Bilateral 
implementing 
arrangement 

discussions with 
Roadmaps  
April 2008  

(3) 

Implementing 
arrangements 

with 
Roadmaps 

Summer 2008 

Omnibus 
Budget 2008 

= $36M 
allocated for 

ESTA 
December 

2007 

MOU 
discussions 

with all 
current VWP 

members 
February 

2008  

In-country 
technical site 

visits for 
Roadmaps 
completed 
Summer 

2008 

DOS request 
to DHS for 

evaluation of 
Roadmaps 

October 2007 

ESTA 
report 
sent to 

Congress 
April 
2008 

DHS final 
country 

assessments 
for 

Roadmaps 
completed 
Fall 2008 

DNI 
assessments 
requested for 

Roadmaps 
Winter 2007-

2008 

DNI 
assessments 
completed 
Summer 

2008  

DHS classified 
preliminary 
assessments 

completed and 
submitted to 

DOS 

ESTA 
discussions 
with current 

members 
January 2008  

First 
MOUs 

signed with 
current 

members 
Summer 

2008 

DHS Secretary 
certifies to 

Congress 97% 
exit verification 
and ESTA fully 

operational 

DHS Secretary 
waives 3% visa 

refusal rate 
requirement for 

eligible 
roadmaps  

New VWP 
members 

announced 

MOUs 
signed 
with all 

countries 
October 

2009 

ESTA Rule 
published 
June 2008 

ESTA initially 
operational, 
English only  
August 2008; 
 
Multiple languages 
October 2008 

President 
identifies 
thirteen 

Roadmap 
countries 

2005/ 
2006 (1) 

DOS 
nominates 

to DHS 
candidates 
for VWP 

designation 
(4) 

All VWP 
members 

are single-
tier 

October 
2009 

First 
implementing 
arrangements 
with current 

members 
Summer 2008 
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Footnotes 
 

1) Thirteen roadmap countries identified were: Czech 
Republic; Estonia; Latvia; Lithuania; Slovak 
Republic; Greece; Malta; Republic of Korea; 
Hungary; Poland; Romania; Bulgaria; and Cyprus. 

2) Five countries with less than 10% visa refusal rate 
in FY07 are: Czech Republic, Estonia; Greece; 
Malta; and Republic of Korea. Four countries with 
higher than 10% visa refusal rate in FY07 (but may 
be lower than 10% in FY08) are: Latvia; Lithuania; 
Slovak Republic; and Hungary.  

3) These implementing arrangements include 
arrangements regarding passenger and other 
information sharing, screening information 
concerning known or suspected terrorists, 
information to combat terrorism and serious crime, 
and information on migration matters. 

4) DOS nominated Greece on August 31, 2007. 
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