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July I1,2007

Honorable Michael O. Leavitt
Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing to request documents related to political interference with the work
of the Office of the Surgeon General.

Yesterday, the Committee held a hearing on the Surgeon General's Vital Mission:
Challenges for the Future. At the hearing, Dr. Richard Carmona, the most recent Surgeon
General, testified that during his term, political appointees edited his public remarks,
blocked him from developing or issuing several reports or calls to action, and denied
travel requests on political grounds.

To assist the Committee in its investigation of these events, I request that you
provide the following:

l. All documents related to the Surgeon General's report on global health;

2. All documents related to the Surgeon General's report on prison health;

3. All documents related to the Surgeon General's proposed reports on mental
health preparedness and on emergency preparedness;

4. All documents relating to requests for Dr. Carmona to speak at events outside
the Department, including events for other govemment agencies or the White
House. Please indicate whether the request was accepted or denied; and

5. All travel requests submitted by Dr. Carmona, beginning in August 2002
through the end of his term. Please indicate whether the request was approved
or denied.

HENRY A WAXMAN, CALIFOFNIA,
CHAIRMAN

TOM LANTOS, CAUFORNIA
EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK
PAUL E. KANJOFSKI. PENNSYLVANIA
CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK
ELIJAH E. CUMIVINGS, I\4ARYLAND
DENNIS J. KUCINICH, OHIO
DANNY K. DAVIS, ¡LLINOIS
JOHN F. TIERNEY, MASSACHUSETTS
WM. [.ACY CLAY. MISSOURI
DIANE E. WATSON, CALIFORNIA
STEPHEN F. LYNCH, MASSACHUSETTS
BRIAN HIGGINS, NEW YORK
JOHN A. YA-RMUTH. KENTUCKI
BRUCE L BRALEY. IOWA
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON,

DISTRICT OF COLU¡/BIA
BETTY McCOLLU¡.4, MINNESOTA
JIM COOPEB, TENNESSEE
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN, IVAFYLAND
PAUL W. HODES, NEW HAMPSHIRE
CHH¡STOPHER S. I\4URPHY, CONNECTICUT
JOHN P. SARBANES, I\4ARYI-AND
PETEFì WELCH, VERMONT

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS

TOI\4 D,AVIS, VIRGINIA,
RANKING MINORIry MEMBER

DAN EURTON, INDIANA
CHRISTOPHER SHAYS, CONNECTICUT
JOHN M. N4cHUGH, NEW YORK
JOHN L. M¡CA, FLOR¡DA
IVARK E. SOUDER, INDIANA
TODD RUSSELL PLATTS, PENNSYLVANIA
CHBIS CANNON, UTAH
JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR., TENNESSEE
MICHAEL R. TURNER, OHIO
DARRELL E. ISSA, CALIFORNIA
KENNY MARCHANT, TEXAS
LYNN A. WESTIVORELAND, GEOBGIA
PATRICKT. MCHENRY, NOBTH CAROLINA
VIRGINIA FO)O(, NORTH CAROLINA
BRIAN P. BILBBAY, CALIFORNIA
BILL SALI, IDAHO
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The Committee requests that you produce these documents on or before July 25,
2007.

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight
committee in the House of Representatives and has broad oversight jurisdiction as set
forth in House Rule X. An attachment to this letter provides additional information about
how to respond to the Committee's request.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact me or ask your
staff to contact Art Kellermann or Naomi Seiler with the Committee staff at Q02\ 225-
5056.

Sincerely,

W%q,tw
Henry A. Waxman
Chairman

Enclosure

cc: Tom Davis
Ranking Minority Member


