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October 5, 2004

The Honorable Deborah Platt Majoras
Chairman

Federal Trade Commission

600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20580

Dear Chairman Majoras:

The Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade, and Consumer Protection of the Committee on
Energy and Commerce conducted a hearing on Wednesday, September 22, 2004, entitled
“Repairing the 21st Century Car: Is Technology Locking the Consumer Out?” The Democratic
Members of the Committee asked that the Federal Trade Commission be invited to testify at that
hearing, but that request was denied. In response, the Democratic Members of the Committee
have requested that at least one additional day of hearings be held regarding the same matter,
pursuant to clause 2(j)(1) of Rule XI of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives, so that
the Federal Trade Commission and perhaps other witnesses may have an opportunity to be heard.

As you know, the Subcommitiee had planned to conduct a second hearing on Friday,
October 8, 2004, to comply with the request under House rule XI. T have been informed,
however, that the hearing has been postponed. While I remain hopeful that you will be permitted
to testify during at least one additional day of hearings pursuant to the Rules of the U.S. House of
Representatives, I am uncertain when that opportunity will be granted. In the interim, pursuant to
the unanimous consent request made by Chairman Stearns during the September 22, 2004,
hearing, please provide to the Committee the views of the Federal Trade Commission regarding
H.R. 2735, “The Motor Vehicle Owners’ Right to Repair Act.”

Thank you for your attention fo this matter. If you have any questions, please contact me
or have your staff contact Jonathan Cordone, Democratic Counsel to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce at (202) 226-3400.
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cc..  The Honorable Joe Barton, Chairman
Commuittee on Energy and Commerce

The Honorable Cliff Stearns, Chairman
Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade, and Consumer Protection

The Honorable Janice D. Schakowsky, Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade, and Consumer Protection
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September 22, 2004

The Honorable CLiff Steams

Chalrman

Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade,
and Consumer Protection

2125 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman;

SO D, DINGELL, PICHIGAN
HEMRY A, WAXMAN, TALIFQRNIA
EDWARD J. MARKEY, MAGSACHUSETTS
RICK BOUCHER, VIRGINGA
EDOLPHUS TOWNE, NEW YORK
FAANK PALLONE, Jr. NEW JERSEY
SHERAGQD BROWN, OHID

BART GOROON, TENNESSEE
PETER DELTSCH, FUORIDA
BOHBY L AUSH, LLmOS

ANNA G, ESHOU, CALIFOERNLA
BART STUPAK, MICHIGAN

ELOT L. ENGEL, NEW YORK
ALBERT R WYNN, MARVLAND
GENE GREEN, TEXAS

KAREN MCCARTHY, MISSOURE
TED STRICKLAND, DHIO

DiIANA DyGETTE. COLORABD

WIS CAPPS, CALIFGRNLA
MICHAEL F. DOYLE, PERNSYLVAR
CHRISTOPHER JOHN, LGUISIANA
TOb ALLER, MAINE

Hing DAVIS, FLORIDA -

JAR SCHAROWSKY, ILLNDS
HILDA L SOLIS, CAUFCRNIA
CHARLES & GONZALEZ TEXAS

In the spinit of full, complete, and open consideration of matters within the jurisdiction of
the Committee on Energy and Commerce and the Subcommittes on Commerce, Trade, and
Consumer Protection, and pursuant to clause 2(3)(1) of Rule XI of the Rules of the U.S. House of
Representatives, we are writing to request that at least one additional day of hearings be
conducted on “Repairing the 21st Century Car: Is Technology Locking the Consumer Out?” and
that we be permitted to call witnesses of our choosing at such hearing.

‘These are important matters, and the credibility of this Subcommittee’s examination of
them is not helped by unbalanced or incomplete hearings. We expect that the testimony of

additional witnesses will improve the Subcommittee’s hearing record substantially.

For example, the Minority requested that the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) be
nvited, but our request was rejected. The FTC’s views on matters of consumer protection would
be invaiuable to the Committee’s consideration of this entire issue, as well as relevant legislative
proposals. We note that one such proposal, H.R. 2735, “The Motor Vehicle Owners’ Right to
Repair Act of 2003,” requires the FTC to create a substantial new regulatory regime.

We appreciate your immediate attention to our request and look forward to setting a
mutually acceptable time and place for the additional hearing to hear testimony from witnesses

that we have selected. As always, we look forward to working constructively with you on these
matters.



Page 2

Sincerely,
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