DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20226

DOIRECTOR

DEC | 0 1997 O:F:S:DMS
3310

Dear Sir or Madam:

On November 14, 1997, the President and the Secretary
of the Treasury decided to conduct a review to
determine whether modified semiautomatic assault rifles
are properly importable under Federal law. Under

18 U.S.C. section 925(d) (3), firearms may be imported
into the United States only if they are determined to
be of a type generally recognized as particularly
suitable for or readily adaptable to sporting purposes.
The firearms in question are semiautomatic rifles based

on the AK47, FN-FAL, HK91, HK93, SIG SG550-1, and Uzi
designs.

As part of the review, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms (ATF) is interested in receiving
information that shows whether any or all of the above
types of semiautomatic rifles are particularly suitable
for or readily adaptable to hunting or organized
competitive target shooting. We are asking that your
organization voluntarily complete the enclosed survey
to assist us in gathering this information. We
anticipate that the survey will take approximately

15 minutes to complete.

Responses must be received no later than 30 days
following the date of this letter; those received after
that date cannot be included in the review. Responses
should be forwarded to the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms, Department FG, P.O. Box 50860,

Washington, DC 20091. We appreciate any information
you care to provide.

Sincerely yours,

John W. Magaw
Director

Enclosure
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State:

1. Do the laws in your state place any prohibitions or restrictions (other than seasonal) on the use

of high-power rifles for hunting medium game (for example, turkey) or larger game (for
example, deer)?

Yes (Continue) No (Skip to #2)

1a. If “Yes”, please cite law(s) and briefly describe the restrictions.

2. Do the laws in your state place any prohibitions or restrictions (other than seasonal) on the use

of semiautomatic rifles for hunting medium game (for example, turkey) or larger game (for
example, deer)?

Yes (Continue) No (Skip to #3)

2a. If “Yes”, please cite law(s) and briefly describe the restrictions.

An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, the collection
of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number.



OMB No. 1512-0542

ATF SURVEY OF STATE FISH AND GAME COMMISSIONS

FOR RIFLE USAGE
Page 2 of 2

(Continue)
3. What, if any, is the minimum caliber or cartridge dimensions that may be used for hunting

medium game (for example, turkey) or larger game (for example, deer)?

Caliber: OR Dimensions:

There is no minimum.

4. Does your commission or state collect any data on the types of rifles used in your state for
hunting medium game ( for example, turkey) or larger game (for example, deer)?

Yes (Continue) No (You are finished with the survey. Thank you.)

4a. If “Yes”, please provide hard copies of any such available data for the past two
hunting seasons of 1995 and 1996. Any data that you provide will be most beneficial to
our study.

If you would like us to contact you regarding the data, please provide your name and
phone number.

Name: Phone:

An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, the collection
of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number.



Survey Fish and Game Commissions for Rifle Usage

Restrictions Minimum Caliber or Cartridge
STATE Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5
HiPwr| Semiauto Minimum Caliber Minimum Cartridge | Collect Data
Alabama Yes Yes |Any center fire rifle None No
Alaska Yes No No Centerfire for big game No
Arizona No Yes |.22 mag or larger No
Arkansas Yes No None None No
Califomia No No See Question 1a See Question 1a No
Colorado Yes Yes {0.24 No
Connecticut Yes Yes
Delaware Yes Yes
Florida Yes Yes |No rimfire for deer No
Georgia Yes No .22 Centerfire or larger No
Hawaii No No
Idaho Yes Yes |.22 rimfire No
lllinois Yes Yes [None None No
Indiana Yes Yes |None No
lowa Yes Yes |not provided No
Kansas Yes Yes |.23 caliber or larger No
Kentucky No No
Louisiana Yes No .22 Centerfire No
Maine Yes No .22 mag or larger No
Maryland Yes Yes
Massachusetts | Yes No None None Yes
Michigan Yes Yes |.23 orlarger No
Minnesota Yes No 0.23 1.285" No
Mississippi Yes No None None No
Missouri Yes Yes |[None None No
Montana No No None No
Nebraska No No
Nevada No No No
New Hampshire| Yes Yes above .22 rimfire No
New Jersey Yes Yes |None None No
New Mexico | Yes No .24 centerfire or larger No
New York Yes Yes |Must be centerfire No
North Carolina | Yes No None None No
North Dakota | Yes Yes |.22 Centerfire or larger No
Ohio Yes No None None No
Oklahoma Yes Yes |.22 magnum No
Oregon Yes Yes |.22 or .24 or larger No
Pennsylvania | Yes Yes |None None No
Rhode Island | Yes Yes .229 maximum No
South Carolina | Yes No Must be larger than .22 No
South Dakota | Yes No None None No
Tennessee Yes Yes |.24 or larger caliber No
Texas Yes No None None No
Utah Yes No None No
Vermont Yes No No
Virginia Yes Yes .23 caliber for deer No
Washington Yes Yes |.240 or larger for coyote No
West Virginia | No No Any centerfire No
Wisconsin Yes No .22 caliber or larger No
Wyoming Yes No 23/100 bullet dia. No




State Fish and Game Commissions

Restrictions for High Powered Rifles

la. Please cite law(s) and briefly describe the restrictions.

Alabama
{19) No automatic weapons, no silenced weapons.

Alaska

(23) Bison hunters must use a caliber capable of firing a 200-grain bullet
having 2,000 pounds of energy at 100 yards.

Arkangas
(11) No rifles for turkey.

calif .
{22) Centerfire for big game, 10 gauge or smaller for resident small game.

Colorado
(10) Semiautomatic rifle may not hold more than 6 rounds.

Connecticut
(39) Shotgun only on public lands. Can use any type of rifle on private land.

Delaware
(40) No rifles - shotguns/muzzle loaders only.

Florida

(25) Machine guns and silencers not permitted for any hunting.
Georgia

(29) No hi-power rifles allowed for turkey hunting.

g L
(49) Must have discharge of 1200 foot pounds.

Idaho
(30) No hi-power rifles allowed for hunting turkey.

I1linoi
(12) Turkey or deer may not be hunted with rifle. Deer may not be hunted with

muzzle loading rifle. No restriction on rifles for coyote, fox, and
woodchuck, etc.

Indiana
(34) No hi-power rifles allowed for deer or turkey hunting. Limited
restrictions for specified areas.

Iowa

(26) Cannot use rifles for turkey or deer, only shotgun or bow and arrow. No
difference if public or private lands. For coyote or fox, there is no
restriction on rifles, magazine size, or caliber.

Kansas
(33) Must use ammunition specifically designed for hunting.



o

(6) No rifles for turkey hunting. Rifles for deer hunting must be no smaller
than .22 centerfire.

Maine
(32) No hi-power rifles for turkey and water fowl. Some limited restrictions
for specific areas.

Maryland

(42) Some restrictions based on county. They are allowed in western and

southern Maryland. Shotguns only in and around Baltimore and
Washington, D.C.

Massachusetts
(14) Rifles not permitted for hunting deer and turkey.

{chi
(27) No turkey hunting with hi-power rifle. No night hunting with hi-power

rifle. Deer hunting with hi-power rifle allowed only in lower southern
peninsula. Limited restrictions for specific areas.

Minpesota
(13) Caliber must be at least .23. Ammunition must have a case length of at
least 1.285". .30 caliber M1l carbine cartridge may not be used.
e e

(15) Restricts turkey hunting to shotguns. However quadriplegics may hunt
turkey with a rifle.

, .
(5) Rifles not permitted for turkey. Self loading firearms for deer may not
have a combined magazine + chamber capacity of more than 11 cartridges.

Nebraska

(43) Allowed and frequently used, but magazine capacity maximum is six rounds.

Nevada

(1) Answer to #3 refers to NAS 501.150 and NAS 503.142. Not for turkey.

New Hampshire

(7) Magazine capacity no more than 5 rounds. Prohibits full metal jacket
bullets for hunting. Prohibits deer hunting with rifles in certain towns.

New Jersey

(17) No rifles.

New Mexico
(31) No hi-power rifles allowed for hunting turkey.
New York

{(24) No semiautomatics with a wagazine capacity of greater than 6 rounds;

machineguns and silencers not permitted for any hunting. Limited
restrictions for specific areas.

North Carolina
(20) Centerfire rifles not permitted for turkey hunting.



North Dakota
(28) No hi-power rifles for turkey hunting.

Ohio
(3) Prohibits high power rifles for turkey, deer and migratory birds. High
power rifles can be used on all other legal game animals.

Oklahoma

(8) Centerfire rifles only for large game. Magazines for .22 centerfire rifles

may not hold more than 7 rounds.

Qregon

(2) OAR 635-65-700(1) must be .24 caliber or larger center fire rifle, no full

automatic; OAR 635-65-700(2) hunters shall only use centerfire rifle .22

caliber; OAR-65-700(5) no military or full jacket bullets in original or
altered form. Limited restrictions for specific areas.

Pennsylvania :
{16) Rifles not permitted in Philadelphia & Pittsburgh areas.

Rhode Island
(44) .22 center fire during the summer for woodchucks.

South Carolina
(18) No rifle for turkey, rifle for deer must be larger than .22 caliber

South Dakota
(50) Magazine not more than five rounds.

Iennessee
(37) No hi-power rifles allowed for turkey hunting.

Texag

{(21) Rimfire ammunition not permitted for hunting deer, antelope, and bighorn

sheep; machine guns and silencers not permitted for hunting any game
animals.

Utah
(9) No rifles for turkey hunting.

Yermont

(47) Turkey size less than 10 gauge. Deer/moose/beer, no restriction on
caliber.

Viraini

(48) 23 caliber or larger for deer and bear. No restrictions for turkey. No
magazine restrictions, shotgun limited to 3 shells.

county to county - approximately 90 different rifle restrictions in the
State of Virginia based on the county restrictions.

illegal to own unless with a permit, if barrel less than 16 inches for
rifle, and 18 inches for shotgun.

Washington
(46) Hunting turkey limited to shotguns. Small game limited to shotguns.

Restrictions vary from

Sawed-off firearms are




Wi .
(36) No .22 rimfire rifles for deer hunting.

Wyoming ‘
(4) Big game and trophy animals, firearm must have a bore diameter of at least
23/100 of an inch.

Restrictions for Semiautomatic Rifles

2a. Please cite law(s) and briefly describe the restrictions.

Alabama
{19) Turkey may not be hunted with a centerfire rifle or rimfire rifle.
Semiautomatic rifles of proper caliber are legal for all types of hunting.

No restrictions on magazine capacity, except wildlife management areas
where centerfire rifles are restricted to 10 round max.

Arizonpa
(38) Magazine cannot hold more than S5 rounds.

Colorado

(10) Semiautomatic rifle may not hold more than 6 rounds.

Connecticut
(39) Shotgun only on public lands. Any type of rifle can be used on private
land.

Delaware
{40) No rifles - shotguns/muzzle loaders only.

Florida
(25) No semiautomatic centerfire rifles having a magazine capacity greater than
5 rounds.

Idaho

{(30) No hi-power rifles (including semiautomatic) allowed for turkey hunting.

I1lipoi
(12) See #1.

Indiana

(34) No hi-power rifles allowed for turkey hunting.

Jowa

(26) Cannot use rifles for turkey or deer, only shotgun or bow and arrow. No

difference in public or private land. For coyote or fox, there is no
restriction on rifle, magazine size, or caliber.

Kansas
(33) Must use ammunition specifically designed for hunting.



Maryland

(42) Some restrictions. Based on county.

Shotguns only in and around Baltimore
and Washington, D.C.

i chi
(27) Unlawful to hunt with semiautomatic rifles capable of holding more than 6

rounds in magazine and barrel. Rimfire (.22 cal) rifles excluded from
restrictions.

. .
(5) Combined magazine + chamber capacity may not be more than 11 cartridges.

New Hampshire
(7) Turkey may not be hunted with rifles. Rifles may not have magazine
capacity of more than 5 cartridges.

New Jergsey
(17) No rifles.

New York
(24) No semiautomatics with a magazine capacity of greater than 6 rounds.

North Dakota

(28) No hi-power rifles (including semiautomatics) may be used for hunting
turkey.

Oklahoma
(8) See #1.

Qregon

(2) OAR 635-65-700(1) and (2) limits magazine capacity to no more than S
cartridges.

Pennsylvania
(16) Semiautomatic rifles are not lawful for hunting in Pennsylvania.

Rhode Island

(44) Cannot use semiautomatic during the winter, only during the summer months
for woocdchucks (during daylight from April 1 to September 30).

Iennegsee
(37) No hi-power rifles, including semiautomatics, allowed for turkey hunting.

Vermont .
(47) Semiautomatic S rounds or less.

S

(48) Semiautomatics are legal wherever rifles can be used. 23 caliber or larger
for deer and bear. No restrictions for turkey. No magazine restrictions,
shotgun limited to 3 shells. Restrictions vary from county to county -
approximately 90 different rifle restrictions in the State of Virginia
based on the county restrictions. Sawed-off firearms are illegal to own
unless with a permit, if barrel less than 16 inches for rifle, and 18

inches for shotgun. Striker 12 - drums holds 12 or more rounds and is
illegal.




wWashington

{46) Cannot use fully automatic for hunting.

W Virgin
(45) Cannot use fully automatic firearms for hunting.




