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I wish 10 submit <J comment in OPPOSITrON to the P(Oposcd Establishment of the Paso Robles Westside
Viticultural Area.

I have lived in San Luis Obispo County for 31 years. My family has two vineyards in dIe COWlty. One. in
an area just nort.h of the tOwn of Santa Margarita, located in the proposed Paso Robles Westside. We also
own a vi.neyard 6 miles east of the town ofTemp1cLon. We opcralc a s~tll \VinCI)' and make wines fTom the
grapes grown in both an;as.

The petition refers to an area formed bya RECTANGLE dlat runs from Ule Monlerey County line in the
north 10jusl beyond the town of Santa Margarita in the south. If you refer to a map of the area, you will see
that a more accurate description of Ihe area would be a TRI;\ NGLE with one point being the town of Santa
Margarita. TIle proposed petition IJSCS the Salinas River as dlC eastern border of the AVA. A, Ule s..'ilin.1$
River travels 1'I0r1.h.it moves far1.hcr cast fTOmthe P<lcific Oce<ln aod the Santa Lueiil Mountain Range. The
references to rain fall totals and temperatures on dte wes1 and cas1 side of the river is vcry mislc..')ding to Ihc
to dlC consum(..,.. 11IC r.'}c!is. as Ule riVCTtmvcls noTth it moves farther from the P'dcifie Ocean and the

Mountain range. As you follow the river North the rainfall totals are lower because of the distance from tllC
ocean and I.hc mounlnin range. Point in fact is the TempJetoJJ reporting station referenced in their petition
is much closer to the ocean and mowltain range dlan tlle Paso Robles Airport location. 11le rerercncc to the
west and cast side of the riVCTis oot the climatic fact. A good example would be my Santa Margarita
vincyarcllfyou were to IaJk 10 my neighbors On the east :side of the Salinas River, (we e<leh receive the 25
to 35 inches of rainfall rderred to in the petition) they would confinn no difference in clim.'itic conditions
or soil types between our vineyard On the west and theirs on the east The rainfall amount and climatic
conditions arc based on our proximity to the OCCafi and mowll1Un range, nOtlhe proximity to the Salinas
~CT -

_____ ~ An cx..'implc of the eonfu~;on to the consumer is used in the petition-when it refers to the April-ll, 2001,-- ----- ~--- ---
Tribune article. "Weather Worries Paso Growers". TlUs describes the wcather dmmge from Ihc "cold"
nights to vineyards on the west side of Paso Robles. Those nighttime temperatures va.ry based 011 the
distance to the ocean and its warming influencc. 111c 1empcmhIrC$ On Ihat night WOuld have <Jctually been
w:trmeT at TOY Santa Margarita Vineyard (proposed Westside) than my caS1 of Templetotl vineyard. .

In conclusion, it is an oversimplification to base the viticul1ural differences in cast/west properties solely on
the location of the path of the Salinas River. An AVA should more accurately descri.be the origin of tIlC
wines to consumers and help Ulero identify wines Ihey may purchase. We are misleading the public by not
using <Imore scientific approach. This could have long-range negative implications and po1entially hinder
future more conclusive and accurate AVA's within the Paso Robles AVA.

I would ask that you deny this confusing petilion.

Respectfully......,/';:Z/ ~
Paul Hoover
OWller/Wincmakcr
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