Sample News Release

Note: Place news release on your organization’s letterhead or on the campaign letterhead. Substitute information for words in blue. 


 [Insert Organization Logo]

CONTACTS: [Insert name of organization contact and 

[Insert Date]

Phone number] 



[Name of organization] supports
 the u.s. fire administration’s 

Smoking & Home Fires Campaign 
Encouraging Smokers to Put it Out. All the Way. Every Time
[Insert City, State] – Smoking is the number one cause of home fire deaths.  To prevent these deaths, the U.S. Fire Administration (USFA), a division of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is launching a nationwide Smoking & Home Fires Campaign designed to raise awareness and stop home fires caused by smoking before they start.  [Insert Organization name] is supporting this important effort to help save lives. 

The USFA’s Smoking & Home Fires Campaign is aimed at alerting people, especially smokers and those who live with them, to the fact that careless smoking is the number one cause of preventable home fire deaths.  The goal is to prevent fire deaths by urging smokers to Put it Out.  All the Way.  Every time.  The campaign will promote fire-safe smoking practices through educational materials, community organization-sponsored events and a consumer-friendly campaign Web site 
[Insert quote from organization’s spokesperson.]  Example: “[Organization name] is proud to be a partner with the USFA in this very relevant campaign.  Far too many people in our communities have been killed in fires started by cigarettes.  It is time for us to realize that one person killed in a preventable home fire is just too many” said (spokesperson’s name and organization). “Together, we can save lives.”

“Most fires caused by smoking materials start on beds, furniture, or in trash,” said Tom Olshanski, spokesperson for the U.S. Fire Administration.  “It’s not just the smokers that are killed in these fires.  In fact, one in four people killed in these kinds of fires were not the smokers themselves.”  On average, 1,000 people are killed in smoking-related home fires every year and most people are asleep when the fires occur. 

Smoke-related fires can be prevented by taking a few simple precautions. Smokers and those who live with smokers should ensure the following:  
(MORE)
· Smokers should smoke outside and use ashtrays with a wide, stable base that won’t tip over.  
· Always make sure cigarettes and ashes are out.  
· Never toss hot cigarette butts or ashes in the trash.

· Soak cigarette butts and ashes in water before throwing them away.  
· Chairs and sofas burn fast so never put ashtrays on them and check for cigarettes under cushions if people have been smoking in your home.   
· If you are drowsy or falling asleep, put it out.  Smoking in bed is just plain wrong.
 [Organization - Insert description of how organization is already or will support the USFA’s Smoking and Home Fires Campaign] example:  Organization is supporting the USFA in its Smoking & Home Fires Campaign by distributing posters and brochures at its annual conference.  Organization also plans to conduct workshops at local community centers. 

Organizations in partnership with the U.S. Fire Administration’s Smoking & Home Fires Campaign include ________________________

For more information on the Smoking & Home Fires Campaign and other fire prevention information, please visit www.usfa.fema.gov/smoking. To learn more about [Organization’s] local campaign activities, please feel free to contact  [name, phone number, and/or e-mail address of local organization]  

If You Smoke, Put it Out.  All the Way.  EveryTime.

###

