FROM @ UIETHAM EMBASSY . TRADE OFFICE PHONE MO, @ 2692 453 9439 Jan. 29 26@7 12:46PHM P2

N ER i c Free transiation
., 'y
MINISTRY OF TRADE o oF 09 qom
THE SOCILIST REPUBLIC OF VIETHAM s D N
o !
. WiPo
Relz VR-US/1/01/07.

The Mindstry of Trade of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam presents its
compliments 1o the Department of Commeree of the United States of America and
once again expresses its strong opposition to the “Impori Monitoring Progtem on

. Textile and Apparel Products from Vigtsam™ that thé U.S. Department of
Commerce has again pus forth for publle comments for the second round,

The Ministrv of Trade of Vietnam understands that the current monitoring
system of the U8, for all textile and appare] products imported from all countries
in the world (including Vietnam) is a comprahensive, detailed and transparent
spstem, and above all, is a fair and equitable system for all trading partners of the
1.8, who are WTO members, Therefore, there are neither Jegal grounds ner
arguments convinging enough for the U.8. side to design an additional mondtoting
Program specifically for textife snd apparel products imported from Vietnam
plongside the carrent monitoring system. Moreover, the presence of a monitaring
mechanism specifically for Vietham's textile and apparcl products also goes
contrary to what U8, President George W. Bush committed to with Prime Minigter
Nguyen Tan Dzung in the letter that the 1.5, President sent to the Prime Minister
of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, saying: the monitoring system will ensure
non-discrimitstion againgt Vietnam s textile and apparel products,

Although the additional information in the second-round proposal mentions
the fact that this Program does not aim at resivaining lagal frede, in fact it has
ereated negative impacts — cguging worries and unstable mentality for LS.
tmporters plasing orders in Vieinam right from the very first month of 2007, and
meking it impossible for Vietmam textiles and apparel manufacturers to proactively
plan thejr preduction, and above all, creating instabilities for workers in Viemam’s
textiles and apparel industries. This s the first and obvicus damags for Vietnam
having becorae & WTO member, In the capacity of an official member of the
WTO, Vietnam has the obligations to fully implement {13 commitments and the
principles of WTO, and at the same dme, has the rights to demand the satisfaction
of its legitimate interests as a member,

Based on the wviolation o©of this Progrem with respect to the non-

.. discrimination principle of WTO and Article XX of the GATT Agreemant of
1304, and for ths reasons stated In this letter and the letter that the Miniatry of
Trade of Viettam sent 1o tha 11.S. Department of Commerce on December 32™
2006, the Ministry of Trade of the Soctalist Republic of Vietnam does not accept
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the monitoring mechanism specifically for Vietnam textile and appare] products
and proposes that the U.S. Government serfously reconsider and withdraw the

proposal on the Import Monitoring Program on Textile and Apparel Products from
Vietnam.

Once again, the Ministey of Trade of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam
avails itself of this opportunity 10 renew to the 11.8. Department of Commerce the
assurances of itz highest congideration.

Hanol, 29 Jarary 2007

- Yo: U.S. Department of Commerce.

- Qe United States Trade Representative.
U.8. Embassy in Hanoi.
Vietnam Embassy in the U,S.
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BO THUONG MAT
CONG HOA XA HOI CHU NEHIA VIET NAW

S tham ehidu: VN-US/1/01/07 :

B Theong mei nwde Cong hiva X8 hii Chi Tﬁﬁa Vift Nam xin gii
chéa trin trong t6i B6 Thweng mal Hea Ky vi mét lin néta bay t6 sy phin ddi
manh mé déi véi “Chuong trink gidm sét hing dét may phip khiu tir Viét Nam”
ma B Thirong mai Hoa Ky tiép tuo dun ra tham khio y kién cbng ching ldn thir
hai,

B Thuong mal Vigt Nam nhén thiy hé théng gidm 84t hign tai céa Hoa Ky
#5% vai tht oA che sdn phim dét may ohdp kbdu tr tht cd céo nude trén thé gioi
(trong 46 c6 Viét Nam) 14 mot hg théng ddy di, chi tiét, minh bach va trén hé, 1a
mdt hé théng chng bing vél th o4 che dbi te thwomg mei cira Hoa K 12 thanh vién
WTO. Do viy, khong ¢6 co s& phip ¥ vA Jap lufin nao &0 thuyét phue dé phiz Hoa
Ky thiét k4 them mét chuong trinh gidm st dinh riéng che hang dé may nhip
kbéu tr Vigt Naw bén cgnh hé théng gism sét hidn tai. Hon nite, viée ¢6 mit o
ché glm sat ridng vl hang dét may Vist Nam cling tréi voi dido ma Tong théng
Hoa Ky Geotge W. Bush 84 cam két vai Thil tudng Nguyén Tdn Ding trong thu
Téng thdng Hoa Ky givi Thi twdng Cong hoa Xa hai Chwi nghia Viér Nam ring: he
théng gitm sét 58 bao dAm khdng od syt phin bidt ddi xi ¢81 voi hing dét may Vide
WNan, .
Mito di c4c thong tin bd sung trong dir thao in thit 2 ndy e6 nhéc dén vige
Chuong trinh nay khong nhim kidm ché thrang mai hep phdp nhumg teén thye té
né 93 190 ta hidu fng tiéu cue — gly Jo ling vé 1Am Iy khéng dn dinh cho nha nhip
Khiu Hoa K 45t hang tai Viét Nam ngay ti théng dio ndim 2007 va lim cho ofe
nha sin xuft hang &t may Viét Nam clng khong thé ehd déig 13p k& hoach sin
xufit va hon hét ¢ tao ra s bt dn cho ngudi lao ding trong nginh dét may Vigt
Nam, Piy 14 thidt hai ddu tidn vA r§ cing &M vol Vigs Nesn khi ad thdnh thanh vidn
WTO, V& tar chch 12 mdt thanh vién chigh thitc olia WO, VI&t Nam of nehie va
thyre hign 33y dd cde cam ki, &n tic cha WTO vi déng thii oling ¢d quydn
dbi hot dupe dbp e nhimg quyen tol chigh ding cia mét shanh vién.

Cin oft vio sur vi pham ciia Charong trinh ndy 151 nguyén tie khéng phin
bigt 484 wit ciia WTO va Didu XXAH cos Hiép dink GATT 1994, i nhiing &y do
néu trong ihar ndy va lrong thye ofia B& Thuong mai Vit Wam gii B Thuong mai
Haa K¥ ngay 22/12/2006, B Thuong mai nrde Chng hda Xd b Chi nghla Vidt
Nam khéng chip nhin co ché pldm sdt rifng v6i hing & may Viér Nam v kién
nghi Chinh phii Hoa X§ xem x&t Ipl mdt cdch nghiém tie va eit Tal dé xudt vd
Chuong txinh gidm sdt hing détmay nhip khiu tr Vigt Nam.
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ML 4 nira, BY Thuong mat nude Cong hiva Xa hak Chi nghia Viet Nam
gl 15§ chdo trin trong t¢i BS Thiong mai Hoa K3,

Hi Ni, ngdy 29 thang 04 néim 2007

- B§ Thuong mgi Hoa K¥.

~ Ce: Dgi dign Thuwong mai Hoa K§.
Pai sir quin Hoa K¥ tai Hi Noi, .
Byi sit quin Vigt Nam tgi Hoa K. f




