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NOAA RELEASES ANNUAL STATUS OF U.S. FISHERIES REPORT FOR 2004 
 
 NOAA released its annual Report to Congress on the “Status of U.S. Fisheries 
for 2004.”  For previously assessed stocks, the report shows the following changes: one 
stock has been fully rebuilt; six are no longer overfished; three stocks are no longer 
subject to overfishing; five stocks are now subject to overfishing; and three stocks are 
now overfished.  In 2004, overfished and/or overfishing determinations were made for 
twenty stocks and stock complexes whose status was previously unknown. 
 
 Overall, the report shows 144 stocks – or 72 percent of those with a known 
opulation status – are not overfished, and 192 stocks – or 81 percent of those with a 
nown fishing rate – are not subject to overfishing. 

“This year’s report shows progress for some stocks but also signals we have our 
ork cut out for us,” said Bill Hogarth, director of NOAA Fisheries Service.  “We’re 

aking action to address issues raised in this year’s report.”  Hogarth has asked the 
egional Fishery Management Councils to develop measures to reduce harvest rates 

or the stocks with a new overfishing status and begin rebuilding those declared 
verfished.  Some Councils already have begun to take corrective action. 

NOAA Fisheries Service is dedicated to protecting and preserving our nation’s 
iving marine resources and their habitats through scientific research, management and 
nforcement.  NOAA Fisheries Service provides effective stewardship of these 
esources for the benefit of the nation, supporting coastal communities that depend 
pon them, and helping to provide safe and healthy seafood to consumers and 
ecreational opportunities for the American public. 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, an agency of the U.S. 
ommerce Department, is dedicated to enhancing economic security and national 
afety through the prediction and research of weather and climate-related events and 
roviding environmental stewardship of our nation’s coastal and marine resources. 
hrough the emerging Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS), NOAA 

is working with its federal partners and nearly 60 countries to develop a global 
monitoring network that is as integrated as the planet it observes. 
 

### 
On the Web: 
NOAA: http://www.noaa.gov 
Status of Stocks Report to Congress: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/reports.htm 
Fact Sheet listing overfished/overfishing changes in 2004: 
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/mediacenter/docs/status_of_stocks_fact_sheet.pdf 


