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INTENTION TO REVISE ESTIMATES. The annual revision of the monthly retail sales estimates will be published in the press relesse the week
of March 13. Most kinds of retail trade will be revised for the months of January 1991 through Februery 1994. The U.S. total and some kinds
of retail trade will be revised for the months of January 1987 through February 1994.

FOR WIRE TRANSMISSION 8:30 A.M. EST., Thursday, January 13, 1994

The Census Bureau of the Department of Commerce announced today that advance estimates of U.S. retail sales for December adjusted for
seasonal, holiday, and trading-day differences, but not for price changes, were $180.6 billion, an increase of 0.8 psrcent (1 1.0%) from the
previous month and were 6.9 percent (1 1.6%) above the same period a year ago. Total sales for the 12 months of 1993 were $2,084.4
billion, up 6.2 percent (£ 1.6%) from tha 1992 total. The October to November 1993 percent change was revised ftom +0.4 percent

(£ 1.0%) as published in the November advance, to +0.3 psrcent (+0.4%).

Durable goods incressed 1.7 percent (i 2.3%) from November and were 14.3 percent above the previous year.
Nendurable goods incressed 0.3 percent it 1.0%) from November end were 2.7 percent above December 1992.

The advance estimates are based on a small subsample of the Bureau’s full retall sales sample. Estimates from the advance
and the subsequent full survey can differ because of the earlier reporting in the advence and because of sampling variability
present in both surveys.

~ The Advance Monthly Retail Sales Report for January is scheduled to be released February 11, 1994 at 8:30 a.m.

ESTIMATED MONTHLY RETAIL SALES

January 1991 - December 1993
(Data adjusted for seasonal, holiday, and trading-day differences, but not for price changes)
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Address inquiries conceming this report to Ronald Piencykoski, Business Division, Buresu of the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233,
Telephone: (301) 763-6294 or {(301) 763-7661.

s report is available the day of issue through the Department of Commerce’s online Eoonomle Bulletin Board. For information call (202) 482-1986. The dsta are
=130 available through the Census Bureau’s online information service - CENDATA. CENDATA is avallable from Dialog informstion Services, INC. (1- -800-334-2464)
and CompuServe (1-800-848-8198). The CENDATA stsff at the Bureau of the Census (301-763-2074} can provide contant information and general guidance.



J TABLE 1. wmwm,lymdm __
" | {5ales in millions of dollars) vy 2 L e
— - - n o - o = = N“M Ml :
. - 12 month total 1993 1992 1993 1992
= Kind of basinees 1993 [P | Dec? | Nov. |oet Dec. |Nov. |De? |Nov. |oet Dec’ | Nov.r
change | adv. | prel | fimal adv. prel. | fimal :
from
1992 b
Rotall trade, total....... 2,084,409 | +62 | 218,258 [ 181,132 | 177,034 | 204,100 | 167,175 | 180,648 | 179,144 | 178,305 | 163,934 | 167,128
Total (ax. seto group) 1,636,903 | +46 | 181,564 | 144102 | 138,706 | 172900 | 136,560 | 139818 | 138,796 | 138917 | 134,046 | 132,608
Dursbic goods, tatl...... 2120 | 4109 | 7040 | 66615 | 66460 | 61.a% | 6.9 | 2048 | 69,295 | etis0r | 6163 | c0ds0
2 Bid. mat., bardware, gxrien 11,00 |+98 | 92% | 956 | 10288 | s3m2 | 19m | 10285 | 9962 | 10012 | 909 | ss7
: supsty, snd mofile Bome ; )
5213 Bid. mat. and supply stores o o ™ 7063 | 1329 | seo | 580 | 718 | 703 | 65 | 612
25 “ ® Y] 1% | 1 | e | 1os | @ | om0 -1aw | 100 | 10m
S5x 554 | Antomotive dealern......... 41505 | 4124 | 36714 | 37,000 | 38328 | 31,020 { 30,615 | 030 | 40345 | 9632 | 34388 | 3445
$51,2,5, | Motor vehicle and misc ansa |43 | sams | ;s | asate | 28277 | 27 | snmse | mn6 | 3ssoe | 3nes | s1ses
619 sotomotive dodders......... : -
ss1 Motor vebicle (fraach.) ) ™ ™ |40 |3 | B |num | @ | o0 | o0 | ow | o
553 Ao ead home supply strs ® | ™ ® sos | a2 | 280 | 287 | @ 3002 | 308 | 297 | 2919
51 Puraiture, home farm, and n7131 | +107 | 14,005 | 10968 | 9908 | 12654 | 9472 | 10495 | 10306 | 10113 | 94 | 9.0
equipment stoses...........
sm Furmiture and hows farn. ™ ™ ™ sar | som | ssn | e | m | so | sm6 | 46 | 46
ST22.314 | Housshold spplisace, radio, ) ™ ™ 4531 | 3916 | 540 | 33 | ™ 429 | 4us | 35 | 3sm
TV and computer stoses..
sz Household spplience str. ™ ) Y] 1002 | sor | 10m | s10 ® | owm| o | ow | ow
Nondurabie goods, total. 1302289 | +3.6 | 161,018 | 114,517 | 110,57 | 196,29 | 110,484 | 110,154 | 109,851 | 110,062 | 107201 | 106,668
) Gonensl midse. grovpsiores. | 2653578 | +73 | .62 | 26761 | 2531 | 37290 | 25086 | 2481 | 257 | 2738 | n0m | 2nam
s31 Dept storss (ex Isd. depts). 201,567 | +74 | 30965 | 20534 | 17225 | 28875 | 19208 | 17155 | 17012 | 17312 | 16081 | 16,00
s31 Dept stores Gia lsd. depts)’ ) Y] ™ |00 | 1766 | w6 {1972 | ® | 1151w | 1750 | 1645 | 16512
533 Varioty s000es....eevuneens ™ ™ ™ 58 @ | 105 | e ™ o | ;. 0 | s
539 Misc. general mdse. stores. ™ ™ | ™ |sew | s ]| 130 |sm| ™ a9 | asm | 400 | sse2
s Food SOret.......uerreeene 3845 | +26 | 36502 | 32616 | 33,127 | 34958 | 31450 | ;3510 | ;330 | 332 | ;885 | 278
s41 Grocery #000es....c0vvnseens 39531 | +24 | 33858 | soss | 31002 | 12999 | 29617 | 3135 | 31241 | 31186 | 30422 | 3037
554 Gasoline service stations. 193,955 | +07 | 1098 | 11,008 | 1.2 | 10,27 | 11,087 | 10899 | 10899 | 11085 | 1,048 | 10,07
56 Apparsl snd accemsory stores. | 106,945 | +19 | 14678 | 10053 | 9023 | 14876 | oms | 9005 | ooes | 9065 | 909 | 929
s61 Men's snd boys’ clothing aad | () ™ ™ W ™ | L2 | s ® % | 16 s | 0
HOPE.....eeesoeens
562,38 | Women's clothing, specialty ™ ™ ™ 35 | 3200 | 536 | 3361 | 3,193 | 3237 | sass:| 300
st0es, furriers...corrvesen...
565 Family clofhing sorsx......... ™ ™ ™ 3601 | 302 | 5307 [ 332 | o | o | o | ew
566 ShOO BOMOR. ocrenrerrenensnss ® ™ @ |o1ass | 15w | o1eme | a6 | @ 1,06 | 1451 | a3 | re2
ss Esting and drinking places. Mmer6 | +54 | 15409 | 17 | wsm | 12s (s | mam | es | s | v | 11am
» Drug snd propeistary stores.... | 79,775 | +32 | 859 | 63557 | 6504 | 8066 | 6194 | 6726 | 674 | 6671 | 632 | 6356
2 Liquor 600008......cervrreeene ™ ™ ™ 190 |19 |29 | 23 | @ 192 | 19 | 2127 | 2um
5961 (pt) | Mail-order houses (dept. store ™ ™ ™ 404 193 36 4 ™ NA) NA) (NA) (NA)
moechandios)......cco0c0n0nneee
3657 GAF' ™ ™ ™ |33 |osm | mem | snse | @ | wse | wese | a0 | asms

* Advance estimates are not availsble from the subsamsple punel for thess kinds of business.

NA Not svailable.

* Reviesd.

1. Duta are concurrently adjusted for ssasonal variations, holiday, sad trading-day differances, but mot for prics changes. Concurrest ssasomal adjustmsat weos all availeble unadjnsted estiteates s inpet ©0 the
X-llmdh:m“hhmm—lhdeﬁ(ﬂmwhﬁnhﬁm Factors and additional explasstory material are contsined in the Mouthly
Retall Teade Repost, BR-93-11.

2. Advance estimetos are based on esrly reporting by a suall subsample of the full sarvey panel. All other estimates are based on the full sermple.

3. Incimdes data for lessed departments operstad withis departrsnt stores. Duta for this line mot imcinded i broader kind-of-business totals.

4. GAF sepressats stores which specialize in departasent store types of merchandiss (gemaral marchendiss, apparel, fumiters, and miscellansous shopping goods sores).



Table 2. Percent Change In Estimated Monthly Retail Sales, by Kind of Business

{Adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, snd trading-day differences, but not for price changes)

' Percent change
"Det. 1993
Dec. 1993 Nov. 1993 . through
sic Kind of business advance from— preliminary from— Dec. 1993 from--
code
July 1993 Oct. 1992
Nov. 1993 Dec. 1992 Oct. 1993 Nov. 1992 through through
prelim. final final final Sept. 1993 | Dec. 1992
Retail trade, total, . +08 +6.9 . +0.3 +7.2 +2.9 +7.0
AL TS (- L R T TR A
Total (excl. sutomative group).... +0.7 +4.3 . -0.1 +4.6 +1.8 4‘-4.7
Durable goods, total +1.7 +14.3 +1.1 _+‘l4.6 +5.6 +13.9
62 Building materisls, hardware, qerden . - - oo o 0 s “o . . Vo
supply. and mobile homs dealers...........ccec.. +2.7 +12.8 -0.3 +16.4 +6.7 +14.7
66 ex. 5654 Automotive dealers +1.2 +17.0 +1.8 +17.0 +7.1 +16.2
551,25, Motor vehicle and miscelisnecus suto- . L = s
6,7.8 motive dealers . +1.4 +18.4 +1.9 +18.2 +7.8 +17.4
57 Fumiture, home fumnishings, and squipment ) .
stores +1.8 +11.6 +1.8 +13.8 +4.9 +12.6
Nondurable gbods, total............ voaned +0.3 +2.7 -0.2 +3.0 +1.3 +3.1
‘ . R¥x 3 . N -
63 General merchandise group stores -0.3 +6.6 -0.8 +0.7 +7.2
531 Dept. stores (ex. Iund d.pt.l +0.3 +6.9 -1.2 +1.0 +7.6
631 Dopt. stores {in. lessed dept.)'.... (NA) INAY . -1.0. +6. (NA} (NA)
54 Food stores +0.6 +2.9 +0.2 +3.3 +1.8 +3.3
641 Grocery stores. +0.3 +3.1 +0.2 +2.8 +1.5 +3.1
554 Gmlno service stations. 0.0 =2.2 -1.2 -1 ~0.5 -1.5
56 pparel and accessory stores. -0.9 . =10 +0.2 +0.6 +1.6 +0.3
58 Elﬂng snd drinking places. +1.1 +5.1 -0.3 +4.0 +1.8 +4.8
591 Drug and proprietary stores, +0.3 +6.3 +0.4 +5.56 +0.5 +5.1
Not avnlhblo : - B

mncludes dntc for qud departments operated within department stores.

Data for this ine not included in broader kind-of-business totals.

Table 3. Estimated Monthly Retail Sales of Large (Group II) Companies, by Kind of Business

'To obtain space for additional charts, this table has been discontinued. These data are published in the
Monthly Retail Trade, Sales and inventories Report.
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Sample Design and Reliability of Data

The sdvance estimates sre based on ® smsH subsample of the Buresu’s full retall ssles sample. Estimatss from the sdvance and the subsequent full survey cen
diffar because of the eerlier reporting in the advance and becsuss of sampling variabllity present in both surveys.

Percentage differeances between advance and full sample preliminary estimstes of month-to-month parcentage changs in liu?inally adjustad total retall store
seles have ranged from approximately ~0.6 percent to +0.4 percent with the average of the absolute differences about 0.3 percent for the past 12 months. For
individuel kind-of-business groups, thess differences tend to be higher. Sampling variablity of and revisions to advence-to-prefiminary estimates are shown in

table 4 beiow. : ’

Preliminsry estimatas for November 1993 and final estimatss for October 1993 besed on the full sample are published later this month in the MomhlyRoull
. Trade Report for November (BR-93-11). The complets repost will provide sales estimatss in grestsr detall and will present a description of revisions and the

tachniques used in deveioping the estimates. :

The mergin of sampling m'or, o8 Used on page 1, indicates s rangs sbout the estimate which comesponds to 8 90 percent confidencs interval. If, for example,
the sstimate is up 0.8 percent and the margin of sampling eror is 1.2 percentage points above or below the estimats, then the indicated range le -0.4 percent
to +2.0 percent. If the range contains O, it is unoertsin whether there wes an increase or decresss. The Monthly Retsil Trade Report includes explanstions of

confidence intervals and ssmpling vasiabllity nlong with additionsl measures of ssmpling variabliity.

Table 4. Sampling Variabiiity of and Revision to Advance-to-Preliminary Estimate

Estimated Coefficient of variation
in percent of the
Preliminary-to-fins!
percenmt changs
. Rstio Dollar Ratio of minus the
Sic Advance-to- to ssme | volums | current Advance-to-preliminary
cods Kind of business prefiminary month seles quarter parcent change
. . ratio o yoar ost. to prev.
ago quarter
Range' Meodian | Median | Median | Median Range® Mean | Awg. of
abeolute
From To From To diff.
Retall trade, total.................{ 0.8 11 0.9 1.0 0.9 1.0 -0.6 +0.4 0.0 0.3
Total (excl. suto).....cevese.. 0.8 0.9 0.8 1.0 0.8 0.9 -0.7 ‘+1.3 +Q.1 0.4
. Durable goods, total 1.8 2.8 2.2 2.5 2.2 2.3 -2.6 +2.2 +0.2 0.7
62 Building materials, group stores...........d 1.2 . 2.0 1.7 33 2.5 2.5 -3.4 +4.0 +0.4 2.0
66 ax. 654 | Automotive dealers. 2.2 4.1 31 3.4 3.6 33 -3.0 +2.6 +06 10
661,2,5, Motor vehicle and misc. :
6,2.9 eutomotive dealers.............oceeeneeee- 1.6 4.1 2.9 4.8 3.9 36 =-3.2 +2.6 +0.6 11
67 Fumiture, home fum., and
equipment stores 1.8 4.3 2.4 4.5 4.2 3 -2.6 +2.3 -0.2 1.2
Nondurable goods, total 0.7 0.9 0.8 1.0 0.8 0.9 -0.8 +0.9 +0.2 0.4
63 Genearal merch. group, total......... vevenees] 0.2 0.8 0.4 0.6 0.6 0.5 -1.4 +1.7 +0.1 0.7
631 Dept. stores (ex. leased depts.)........ 0.1 0.3 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.1 -1.7 +1.6 +0.1 0.8
54 Food stores 0.9 1.6 1.0 1.7 1.4 1.6 -0.6 +0.6 0.0 0.4
541 Grocery stores 0.2 0.9 0.3 1.8 1.3 1.6 -0.6 +0.7 0.0 0.3
654 Gesoline service stations.........ccosnveeeeed 1.1 4.7 1.3 3.3 2.8 2.8 -1.4 +1.9 +0.3 0.8
56 Apparel and Y stores 1.1 2.9 2.0 3.0 2.6 2.0 -2.7 +4.8 +086 1.8
68 Eating snd drinking places........ el 0.8 1.3 0.9 3.1 2.7 2.7 -0.9 +2.3 +0.3 0.8
691 Drug and proprietary stores....... . 0.6 3.2 0.8 2.4 1.7 2.0 -3.7 +1.1 +0.1 1.0

*The ranges of sampling variabllity shown are based on sales sstimatss not adjusted for sessonal variation, holidey, snd trading-day ditferences for
the data months of November 1990 - March 1991,

*The ranges shown for the retsil trads tots! are based on ssles estimstss adjusted for seasona! varistions, holidsy, and trading-dey dlffmncg
the 1?;:3:1& poﬁoc!l,’%:eon\bu 1992 - November 1993. The ranges for all other totals and kinds-of businass are based on the 12-month Pt

Note: Coefficients of varistion for the ratio of current quarter to current quarter a-ysar-ago estimates sre approximately the ssme as thoss for
ﬂnnﬂoof:mwuuru previous quarter. See appendix B, Relisbility of Dsta in the Monthly Retall Trade Report for s discussion of the
measurss o m 03




