CURRENT BUSINESS REPORTS

Advance Monthly
Retail Sales

For release September 11, 1978 3:30 P-M.

CB-78-188

AUGUST 1978

The Bureau of the Census, U. S. Department of Commerce, announced today
that total sales of retail stores in August, after adjusting for sea-
sonal variations and trading day differences, but not for price changes
were estimated at $64.6 billion. This adjusted figure was abaut 1 per—
cent above July 1978 and 9 percent greater than August a year ago. The
adjusted August estimete, excluding the automotive group was virtually
unchanged from July but 10 percent above August last year.

Adjusted sales of durable goods stores increased 2 percent above July,
while sales of nondurable goods stores were virtually unchanged. Comr

pared with sales for August 1977, both durable goods and nondurable
goods stores increased about 9 percent.

The revised estimate of retail sales for July, based on preliminary
results from the full sample of retail stores, was about $64.1 billion,
$0.3 billion below the advance estimate published earlier. Seasonally
adjusted sales for July as revised, were about 1 percent below June but
were 9 percent above July 1977. Excluding the automotive group,retail
sales were virtually unchanged from June but were 10 percent over July
1977. For nondurable goods stores, adjusted July sales were little
changed from the previous month but were 9 percent above the same month
a year earlier. For durable goods stores, adjusted sales for July were
2 percent below June but were 10 percent higher than July 1977.

The advance sales estimates are based on early reporting of sales by a
small subsample of the Bureau's retail survey panel, Because of the
early reporting, the advance estimates can differ from the subsequent
estimates which are based on monthly reports obtained from the full
sample of retail stores. In addition, sampling variability between the
sub-sample used for the advance estimates and the full sample can cause
a difference. For most months, such differences have been reduced by
modifying the advance estimates prior to publication on the basis of
the relationship between the advance and full-sample data for previous
months.

In the past, differences between advance and full-sample estimates of
month=to=month percentage change is seasonally adjusted total retail
store sales have averaged less than 1 percent. However, most modifi-
cations being applied to the current advance monthty estimates are
based on the relationship between the advance and the redesigned full=-
sample data for only the months since June 1977. The differences now,
therefore, may vary from the past experience.

Preliminary estimates for July 1978 and final estimates for June
1978 based on the full sample will also be published later this month
in the Monthly Retail Trade report for July (BR=78-7). The complete
report will provide salea estimetes in greater detail and will present
a description of the sample design and the techniques used in develop~
ing the estimates. In addition, the complete Treport will include
approximate measures of. sampling variability.

ESTIMATED MONTHLY RETAIL SALES FOR THE UNITED STATES:
JANUARY 1976 - AUGLST 1978

(DATA ADJUSTED FOR SEASONAL, holiday, and trading day differences)
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Inquiries concerning this report should be addressed to Mr. lrving True, Business Division,
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233. Telephone {301) 763-7660/7661.

U.S. Department of Commerce
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

The Weekly Retail Sales report, Advance Monthly Retail Sales report, the Monthly Retail
Trade report, and the Annual Retail Trade report are available on a single subscription
from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington,
D.C. 20402, at $55 per year. Add $13.75 for each subscription to a foreign address.
Postage stamps not acceptable; currency submitted at sender’s risk. Remittances from
foreign countries must be by international money order or by draft on a U.S. bank. Single
copies of the Advance Monthly Retail Sales report are for sale by Subscriber Services
(Publications), Bureau of the Cansus, Washington, D.C. 20233, at 70 cents each.




Table 1. Estimated Monthly Retail Sales by Kind of Business for the United States

(Sales in millions of dollars)

Not adjusted Adjusted?
1972
s1ic Kind of business 1978 1977 1978 1977
code Aug.? Jul June Aug.? Jul June
g. uly un g y
advance |prelim.| final Aug. July advance|prelim.{ final Aug. July
Retail trade, total........oonvnconcsae 66,354|64,871 167,475 |60,702 [59,835 64,584164,086 |64,460 [59,020 |58,552
Total (excl, automotive group)..... 52,974|51,273 |52,342 147,989 |47,315 51,780 151,551 |51,333 47,040 146,900
Durable goods stores, total.......... 22,928]22,717 24,656 |21,182 {20,553 21,846 (21,515 {21,987 |19,984 |19,505
FILw A | guid
52 Building materials, hardware, garden
supply, and mobile home dealers.......oos- 4,157 3,975 4,186 3,657 3,493 3,705 3,608 3,619 3,229 3,175
521,3 Building materials and supply stores..... % | 2,832 | 2,927 | 2,669 | 2,485 (® 12,526 {2,543 { 2,287 | 2,230
525 Hardware stores....... besenseasessnasananse * 582 629 556 585 (*) 551 568 543 552
55 ex. 554 Automotive dealers.......ceocvuaes . . 13,380)13,598 {15,133 |12,713 12,520 12,804 (12,535 [13,127 {11,980 [11,652
551,2,5, Motor vehicle and miscellaneous auto—

6,7,9 motive dedlers......iveeesseceronsnnccns (*) [12,446 [13,913 |11,641 11,462 (*) 111,482 [12,046 [10,972 (10,666
551 Motor vehicle dealers (franch].sed) ..... (%) 110,905 112,174 |10,246 |10,023 (% (na) (Na) (NA) (Na)
553 Auto and home Supply StOresS.......sevecoes (¥ {1,152 | 1,220 | 1,072 { 1,058 (* | 1,053 | 1,081 | 1,008 986
57 Furniture, home furnishings, and equipment

SEOT@S svucuasesecaranssnanassnncassasnsns . 3,111} 2,977 | 3,091 | 2,946 | 2,884 3,071 3,027 | 3,039 | 2,920 | 2,891
571 Furniture and home furnlshlngs stores. (* 1,859 | 1,946 | 1,823 | 1,751 (% 11,882 | 1,873 | 1,772 | 1,750
5722,32 Household appliance, radio, and TV stores (%) 849 888 881 907 (6] 842 886 898 887
5722 Household appliance StOreS.....cccseses (%) 443 475 465 486 * (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
Nondurable goods stores, total....... 43,426142,154 (42,819 (39,520 (39,282 42, 738 42, 571 42,473 (39,036 (39,047
e WA e (HT V-A ’
53 General merchandise group stores........... 7,998} 7,436 | 8,049 7,258 | 6,920 8,100 8,134 | 8,215 | 7,363 7,452
531 Department stores..,....ccecvevcevvuencesns 6,403] 5,939 6,492 5,837 5,492 6,507} 6,534 ) 6,618 5,944 5,966
533 Variety Stores........... Ceereeriaaeaeas &) 632 660 639 655 () 704 685 644 707
539 Miscellaneous general merchandise stores. (%) 865 897 782 (NA) (&) 896 912 775 (NA)
54 Food StOTeS..ieeuveorncaeans [N 14,664 (14,809 (14,732 {13,082 {13,783 14,395 (14,385 [14,263 113,005 (13,080
541 Grocery Stores........... vieees eescosaesss | 13,697)13,850 |13,737 [12,220 (12,900 } 13,468 (13,473 13,324 [12,171 |1.2,237
554 Gasoline service stations......eeeoeeee reee 5,235 5,179 5,147 | 5,047 (5,113 4,870 4,809 | 4,930 | 4,691 | 4,728
56 Apparel and acCesSSOry StOreS.....eseeescnse 2,924 2,681 | 2,804 | 2,733 | 2,465 2,963 2,993 | 2,924 | 2,782 | 2,714
561 Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings
STOreS..evurnnnvensnnnns verenaenn [ % 485 537 495 469 (%) 552 522 548 527
562,3,8 Women's clothing, specialty stores,
FUrriers..o.veeesencensecannss heenerens (*) 11,063 | 1,079 | 1,038 929 (% 11,184 | 1,127 | 1,062 | 1,017
565 Family ClOthing StOTeS.....ceeereveencans * 555 553 583 534 * (NA) (NA) (NA) . (NA)
566 Shoe stores....ieeecvevenvens teericensaas * 461 505 504 436 (* 507 536 482 474
58 Eating and drinking placeS...............e. 6,629 | 6,467 | 6,251 | 5,864 | 5,844 6,065 | 5,955 | 5,853 5,341 | 5,346
591 Drug stores and proprietary StoOreS......... 1,986 1,943 | 2,009 1,833 1,831 2,031 { 2,003 1,999 1,853 1,874
592 LiqQUOr StOreS...ceeveesoceesssasronasoas e (% 1,162 1,145 1,067 1,135 (% 1,112 1,138 1,067 1,087
5961 (pt.)| Mail-~order houses (department store
merchandise)3............. veveseaeaee P * 506 500 573 470 (G)] 612 597 558 571

NOTE: Totals include data for kinds of business not shown separately.

*Advance estimates are not available from the subsample panel for these kinds of business.
NA Not available.

lpata adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences.

Trade Report, BR~78-7.

2pdvance estimates are based on early reporting by a small subsample of the full survey panel.

the full sample.
3Includes sales made by mail-order catalog desks located within department stores of mail-order firms.

(See Explanatory Material in the Monthly Retail

All other estimates are based on



Table 2. Percent Change in Estimated Monthly Retail Sales by Kind of Business for *~= United States

(Adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences)

Percent change

pug July June 1978
ug. pi th h
1972 1978 1978 Augf°‘;§78
Sic Kind of business advance from-- preliminary from-- £ rom-
code
Mar. 1978 J 1977
July 1978 | Aug. 1977 | June 1978 | July 1977 | it co through
preliminary final final final May 1978 Aug. 1977
Retail trade, tOtal.....sseeesscenanses +1.,%7 +9 -1 +9 +1 +10
Total (excl. automotive group)..... +10 0 +10 +2 +10
Durable goods stores, total...vesesss +9 =2 +10 +1 +11
52 Building materials, hardware, garden
supply, and mobile home dealers,,,........ =15 0 +14 +5 +15
55 ex, 554 | Automotive dealersS...,.cveseeessssssassanas +7 -5 +8 -1 +9
57 Furniture, home furnishings, and equipment
SEOT@S. i uuesnsersessacasonsncsssassascnnnns +5 0 +5 +1 +6
Nondurable goods stores, total....... 0 ;{‘ +9 0 +9 +1 +10
53 General merchandise group StOreS......sese. 0 %? +10 -1 +9 +2 +12
531 Department StOreS...veessescsssssssassons 0 -t +9 -1 +10 +2 +12
54 FOOd STOT@Suureenssenssocsssnsencesasansans 0-67 +11 +1 +10 +1 +10
541 GrOCETY STOTES...uvevsreessasaensacnnasns (gha! +11 +1 +10 +2 +10
554 Gasoline service StationS....eeaesesoseooss +1 455 +4 -2 +2 -1 +3
56 Apparel and 8CCESSOrYy StOreS...eeecssessoss -1-1.%) +7 +2 +10 0 +9
58 Eating and drinking DPlacesS.....eecescecsescs +2 G +14 +2 +11 +3 +12
591 Drug stores and proprietary Stores.,....ee. +1 4.3% +10 0 +7 +1 +8
Table 3. Estimated Monthly Retail Sales of Group |l Companies by Kind of Business
for the United States: JuLY 1978
(Sales in millions of dollars)
Not adjusted Adjusted?!
1972
Sic Kind of business July June July June
code 1978 1978 July 1978 1978 July
preliminary final 1977 preliminary final 1977
Retail trade, total,..iseveseccoscees 21,633 22,380 20,007 22,783 © 22,243 20,499
53 General merchandise group StOreS....eceeves 6,603 7,184 6,127 7,315 7,301 6,661
531 DepartmMent StOreS...vieesesscnsescsascanas 5,651 6,176 5,188 6,251 6,232 5,633
533 Variety StOreS....c.ensesosrersasesaasees 481 500 487 540 519 525
539 Miscellaneous general merchandise stores, 471 508 452 524 550 503
54 FOOQ STOTES..uveususananssasnssssssssassaes 7,895 7,878 7,433 7,963 7,753 (NA)
541 GrOCETY StOTES..sueeesscncsssanccssencsns 7,811 7,798 7,339 7,874 7,668 7,070
56 Apparel and acCCeSSOTYy StOreS..seeccecncsess 930 1,007 835 1,111 1,058 978
562,3,8 Women's clothing, specialty stores,
TUrriers. . ivieeeesascesnsncscoscsanaane 406 422 347 474 446 396
566 Shoe StOreS.iieevessesasseocccassosnnnnas 212 242 192 259 263 225
591 Drug stores and proprietary stores...,,.... 941 970 860 999 975 895
Note: The Group II component of the sample consists of companies which had 11 or more retail establishments according to the most

recent update of multi-establishment files and which were selected with certainty (i.e., their sales size exceeded specified dollar
volume cutoffs which vary by kind of business),

Ipata adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences,

Trade Report, BR-78-7).

NA Not available.

(See Explanatory Material in the Monthly Retail
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Table 4. Estimated Monthly Retail Sales by Selected Kinds of Business for Specified Areas and Cities

(Sales in millions of dollars) :

Not adjusted

Not adjusted

Area Area
July 1978 June 1978 July 1978 June 1978
preliminary final preliminary final
Standard Consolidated Areas! Standard Metropolitan
Statistical Areas!--Con.
Chicago, Ill.--Northwestern
Indiana, tot8l.....eeesecsscncses 2,417 2,574 Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn-Wis.,
Nondurable goods stores..... 1,655 1,728 L2 - ¥ 724 756
GAF? . . iiiiiieireeeareneann 592 646 Nondurable goods stores 464 486
New York, N.Y.-Northeastern N.J,, GAF . ieeeivereecosrssosnonsness 201 221
3,706 4,096 Nassau-Suffolk, N.Y., total. 842 947
le goods stores 2,650 2,858 Nondurable goods stores 568 626
ereesresecancanracasensrrens 984 1,148 GAFZ. . iiivierrnnnnronannns 209 240
New York, N.Y.-N.J., total... 1,898 2,104
Standers Metzopoiz aape TS Bt rtores v v
Statistical Areas! Newark, N.J., total...ceeeen. 585 623
Nondurable goods stores 410 426
Anaheim-Santa Ane-Garden Grove, GAFZ....0uuuinn ceens 119 132
Calif., totAl..seieurunnsecnceans 752 772 Philadelphia, Pa.-N.J., total 1,468 1,601
Nondurable goods stores 496 490 Nondurable goods stores 976 1,046
GAFZ..iivineireieiennas 196 202 GAF? .. iiiuiiinnnianneass 354 406
Atlanta, Ga., GAFZ.... 164 174 Pittsburgh, Pa., total....... 652 697
Baltimore, Md., total,..... 634 664 Nondurable goods stores 468 497
Nondurable goods stores 439 459 GAFZ.. . iiiiiiiiaiiaennes 173 189
GAF? . .iiuinenennnnnsnanen 134 147 St. Louis, Mo.-Ill., total... 604 626
Boston, Mass., total’...... 995 1,073 Nondurable goods stores 455 475
Nondurable goods stores 723 754 GAFZ..\.viiseenireuannnnnns 159 175
GAFZ. .. ieieirnnnnnnnnn 232 270 San Diego, Calif., total..... 535 544
Buffalo, N.Y., total......... 327 341 Nondurable goods stores..... 335 329 -
Nondurable goods stores 253 260 GAF?, . iiitiieieneencsooncannnas 150 150
Chicago, Ill., total......... 2,240 2,368 San Prancisco-Oakland, Calif.,
Nondurable goods stores 1,550 1,613 total...iiiarianetcnnstcnnanionans 1,034 1,050
GAF?. . iiiuiiniannes TR 555 604 Nondurable goods stores . 684 697
Cincinnati, Ohio-Ky.-Ind., total.. 544 571 GAFZ, . tetiavoesancareonans . 289 297
Nondurable goods stores..... 368 3n Seattle-Everett, Wash,, tota . 564 584
Cleveland, Ohi0, totBl............ 667 692 Nondurable goods stores . 389 380
Nondurable goods stores..... 433 448 Washington, D.C.-Md.-Va., total... 1,039 1,063
GAF2 .\ tiiieirannencnnnsnas 149 163 Nondurable goods stores . 672 679
Detroit, Mich., total...... .. 1,506 1,690 GAFZ. .. iiiineiiniieenenaaanns 251 272
Nondurable goods stores. 919 980
GAF? . tviiiiivnrarnnnanns 364 409 Cities
Houston, Tex., total....... 1,030 1,079
Nondurahle goods stores 625 630 Chicago, Ill,, tot8l,....ceeceesae 748 779
GAFZ.,.. Ceeemrieneeea, . 249 263 Nondurable goods stores 544 558
Kansas City, Mo.~Kans., total . 566 609 GAF?.einiiiiiieneinernossaiaanns 180 195
Nondurahle goods stores 361 374 Detroit, Mich., total....... . 205 232
[ 123 129 Nondurable goods stores . 122 129
Los Angeles-Long Beach, Calif., . 41 47
20 2,184 2,259 Los Angeles, Calif., total.. . 669 696
Nondurable goods stores..... 1,516 1,532 Nondurable goods stores . 530 539
GAFZ..eteirieiierensnsanass . 584 612 . 189 194
Miami, Fla., tota8l......ece.. . 495 534 New York, N.Y., total...cecucveeas 1,189 1,323
Nondurable goods stores . 312 314 Nondurable goods stores.. 884 960
GAFZ .t tvrrerenneaannns . 129 137 GAFZ . vierrnneersonnaanenns . 395 479
Milwaukee, Wis., total, . 459 495 Philadelphia, Pa., total. . 325 340
Nondurable goods stores .. 281 297 Nondurable goods stores. . 263 273
GAFZ, .ttt s eennneeonncennnneanes 119 125 [T 3 N 70 83

!Definitions of standard consolidated areas and standard metropolitan statistical areas are shown in the Monthly Retail Trade Report
General merchandise group stores (SIC 53); apparel and accessory stores (SIC 56); furniture, home

BR-78-7.  2Includes the following:

furnishings and equipment stores (SIC 57); and miscellaneous shopping goods stores (SIC 594).

in department store types of merchandise. Istatistics for the Boston SMSA include retail establishments in all Essex, Middlesex,

Norfolk, and Suffolk Counties.

GAF represents stores which speclalize




