CURRENT BUSINESS REPORTS

Advance Monthly
Retail Sales

For release October 12, 1976 2:00 P.M.

CB-76-220

SEPTEMBER 1976

The Bureau of the Census, U. S. Department of Commerce,announced today
that total sales of retail stores in September, after adjusting for
seasonal variations and trading day differences, but not for price
changes, were estimated at $54.6 billion. This adjusted figure was
virtually unchanged from August 1976, but was 10 percent greater than
for September 1975. The adjusted September estimate, excluding the
automotive group, was 1 percent above August and 8 percent above Sept-
ember of last year.

Adjusted sales of durable goods stores decreased 1 percent from Aug-
ust, while sales of nondurable goods stores increased 1 percent. Com=
pared with sales for September 1975, durable goods stores 1increased
16 percent, while nondurable goods stores increased 7 percent.

The revised estimate of retail sales for August, based on preliminary
results from the full sample of retail stores, was about $0.5 billion
below the advance estimate of £55.0 billion published earlier. Season-
ally adjusted sales for August, as revised, were 1l percent above July
and 10 percent above August 1975, Excluding the automotive group,
these estimates were about 1 percent above July and 7 percent over
August of last year. For nondurable goods stores, adjusted August
sales were about 1 percent above the previous month and 6 percent
above the same month a year ago. For durable goods stores, adjusted
sales for August were 2 percent above July and 18 percent higher than
August of last year.

‘ oping the estimates.

sales estimates are based on early reporting of sales for
the weeks and part-weeks of the month by a small subsample of the
Bureau's retail survey panel. Because retailers' weekly records often
differ from their monthly records (in reflecting such items as carry-
ing charges, sales taxes, merchandise returns), the advance estimate
can differ from the subsequent estimates which are based on monthly
reports obtained from the full sample of retail stores. In addition,
sampling variability between the sub-sample used for the advance est~
imates and the full sample can cause a difference. For most months,
such differences have been reduced by modifying the advance estimates
prior to publication on the basis of the relationship between the
advance and full-sample data for previous months.

The advance

The differences between advance and full-sample estimates of month-to-
month percentage change in seasonally adjusted total retail store
sales have ranged from O to 2 percent during the last 12 months, with
a median of 1 percent. For individual kind=of-business groups, these
differences tend to be higher.

Preliminary estimates for August 1976 and final estimates for July
1976 based on the full sample will also be published later this month
in the Monthly Retail Trade report for August (BR=76=8). The complete

. report will provide sales estimates in greater detail and will present

a description of the sample design and the techniques used in devel-
In addition, the complete report will include
approximate measures of sampling variability.

MONTHLY SALES OF ALL RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES
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Inquiries concerning this report should be addressed to Mr. Irving True, Business Division,
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233. Telephone (301) 763-7660.
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Data on retail trade, published in. the Weekly Retail Sales Report, Advance Monthly
Retail Sales Report, the Monthly Retail Trade Report, and the Annual Retail Trade
Report are available on a single subscription from the Superintendent of Documents,
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., 20402, at $30.10 per year. Add $7.55 for
each subscription to a foreign address. Single copies of the Advance Monthly Retail Trade
Report are available from Subscriber Services Section (Publications), Bureau of the
Census, Washington, D.C., 20233 at 25 cents each.




Table 1. ESTIMATED SALES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES BY KIND OF BUSINESS

(Sales in millions of dollars) ﬂ
Not adjusted Adjusted!
1976 1975 1976 1975

Kind of business

Sept.? Aug. July
advance | prelim. | final

Sept. ? Aug. July

advance | prelim. | final Sept. Aug.

Sept. Aug.

Retail stores, totBlisesssscscassosssenennsasas ) 53,6641 54,054 155,938 | 48,275 50,663 § 54,593 | 54,528 1 53,754 {49,644 149,774
Total (excl. aUtomOtiVe EroUP)..eeessevesncesas | 53,409 | 43,452 | 44,526 [ 39,736 | 41,851 | 44,192 | 43,780 | 43,409 {40,962 {40,972

Durable goods stores, total..c.eecieerscsenssass 18,021 | 18,152 | 19,062 | 15,453 | 15,575 17,896 | 18,129 | 17,699 {15,417 | 15,410
Nondurable goods stores, tot8l..eessecsccssoeee 35,643 | 35,902 | 36,876 | 32,822 | 35,088 | 36,697 [ 36,399 | 36,055 | 34,227 | 34,364

Food Stores, total.seeesseassceonsosrsosesasssennsaas| 11,743 111,548 |12,531} 10,712 11,754} 11,884 | 11,747 | 11,614 {11,137 | 11,166
GTOCETY StOTE@S.esveeeposencsosacancsansansnsssssass| 10,936]10,697 | 11,661} 9,962} 10,971 j 11,080 {10,926 | 10,797 {10,384 ;10,425
Eating and drinking PlaceS...cesvscscsscsossncccvasen 4,430 4,758 4,786 | 3,983 | 4,373 4,382 4,365 4,387 | 3,956 | 3,938
General merchandise group with nonstoreS.....ssesecees 8,428 | 8,386 8,023 | 7,709 | 7,983 8,736 | 8,721 8,452 | 8,076 | 8,091
General merchandise group without nonstores (except
department stores mail Order)...eeeeeccessvesvecas 7,786 | 17,787 7,435 7,099 | 7,427 8,119 | 8,105 7,814 | 7,493 | 7,515
Department StoOreS....cevsceseevoscossssascannssns 5,485 5,409 5,207 4,904 5,066 5,702 5,682 5,481 5,150 5,172
3

Variety StOreS.uiesesscescescssnsnsnsscsascessscncs 657 619 700 789 * 690 656 771 794
Majl-order houses (department store merchandise). * 550 456 520 496 * 555 540 529 514
Apparel and accessory stores, total...eceseeasccsaons 2,330 2,295 2,201} 2,191 2,279 2,400 2,411 2,393 2,249 2,317
Men's, DOYS' WeABr StOreS.ccecesessssrassccccccncsce * 455 470 450 475 * 511 527 505 520
Women's apparel, acCesSSOry StOr€S.eecacccsssssvsoes * 910 874 872 899 * 974 936 876 937
SBOE StOreS.ececsesesssssvectssscstcssscscssnasscasns * 355 331 382 374 * 346 352 352 350

Furniture, home furnishings, and equipment
Stores, total...cecvveesenosserosesnossaoranvencnanns 2,401 2,386 2,415 2,184 2,177 2,391 2,396 2,394 | 2,203 2,182

Furniture, home furnishings StOreS...seecescsscsnss * 1,450 1,425 1,247 1,281 * 1,440 1,389 1,279 1,270
Household appliance, TV, radio s5tOores.....ceeeesees * 732 773 730 707 * 736 749 724 702
Household appliance dealerS....ceeesescssocsssces * 465 471 466 438 * (na) (NA) (nA) {NA)

Building materials, hardware, farm equipment
dealers, total..cueseseusrosnssessnsonscosonsaneanss 3,665 | 3,474 | 3,596 | 3,250 3,068 | 3,320} 3,246 3,253y 2,977 ] 2,873
*

Lumber and other building materials dealerS........ * 2,084 2,063 1,709 1,701 1,833 1,800 1,563 1,508
HArdware StOreS....couiessecesisunsssotosasoreasnanss * 509 557 494 488 * 512 497 489 478
Automotive dealers, totald. . iiiiiririentianenannnnes.| 10,255 10,602 11,412 8,539 | 8,812 10,401 | 10,748 10,345 | 8,682 | 8,802
Passenger car, other automotive dealers....esecacss * 9,743 | 10,513 7,785 8,023 * 9,911 9,5311 7,919 | 8,048
Passenger car dealers (franchised)......ceceeoaes * 8,376 9,036 | 6,673] 6,752 * (NA) (NA) (Na) (NA)
Tire, battery, 8ccesSsSOry dealerS...cecevececcccscas * 859 899 754 789 * 837 814 763 754

Gasoline service StAt1ONS.cseacecssssesonansscascsasne 4,001 4,268 4,322 3,757)| 4,100 3,997 4,004 3,943 | 3,784 | 3,821
Drug and proprietary StoreS....veessccssescssasosanse 1,533 1,578 1,598 | 1,450 1,515 1,615! 1,607 1,616 1,526 1,520
LiguoOr StOreS...ciceceevesscascsssesssnorasacasosssnoes * 957 1,043 876 953 * 975 955 933 925

NOTE: Totals include data for kinds of businesses not shown separately.

*Advance estimates are not available from the subsample panel for these kinds of businesses.

'pata adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences. (See explanatory material in the Monthly Retail Trade
Report, BR-76 -8). 2pdvance estimates are based on early reporting by a small subsample of the full survey panel, All other estimates
are based on the full sample. JDuring the periods of automotive model changeover, seasonal adjustment factors are less reliable than
during other periods and are more susceptible to subsequent revision. NA Not available.

Table 2. PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN SALES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

(Adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading day differences)

Percent change
July 1976
Sept. 1976 Aug. 1976 through
Xind of business advance from-- preliminary from-- Sept. 1976
from-
Apr. 1976 |July 1975
Aug. 1976 Sept. 1975} July 1976 Aug. 1975 through through
preliminary final final final June 1976 |Sept. 1975
Total, retail StOreS..eseesesessccsosassssasnsansscnsosns 0 +10 +1 +10 +1 +9
Total (excluding automotive group)......ceseeescescases +1 +8 +1 +7 +2 +7
Durable goods stores, total.....ccecessesecacensrcnsnnse -1 +16 +2 +18 +1 +16
Nondurable goods-stores, tot8l..ceeecessscssosnscovanss +1 +7 +1 +6 +2 +6
Food stores, total..seecececsasevenescacscsrsrssonasonrsacsane +1 +7 +1 +5 +1 +5
Grocery StOreS.ceicsccessocassaccesscssasccsossosasscssonane +1 +7 +1 +5 +1 +5
Eating and drinking PlacCeS...sesvecscncccsscrsosrsscsnsesasnse 0 +11 -1 +11 +1 +11
General merchandise group with nonStOreS....eeececccsccssvecs V] +8 +3 +8 +4 +8
General merchandise group without nonstores (except
department stores mall OTder)..eeeesecseccsressossnssssons 0 +8 +4 +8 +4 +8
DEPArtmEnt STOreS..scescsosescescconncsossscassascsscssness 0 +11 +4 " +10 +3 +10
Apparel and 2cceSSOry Stores, tota8leeeeseecrocscoscoacastonns 0 +7 +1 +4 +6 +6 :
Furniture, home furnishings and equipment stores, total...... 0 +9 0 +10 0 +10 @
Building materials, hardware, farm equipment dealers, total.. +2 +12 0 +13 +3 +13 4
Automotive dealers, totalesesssscsasaesnassosssrassssecasense =3 +20 +4 +22 0 +20
Gasoline service statlons........ P I 0 +6 +2 +5 +3 +5
Drug and proprietary StoreS...ceeeceecrcvecccccsanns ereaae +1 +6 -1 +6 0 +6
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Table 3. ESTIMATED SALES OF STORES OF FIRMS OPERATING 11 OR MORE RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES,

BY KIND OF BUSINESS:

AUGUST 1976

(Sales in millions of dollars)

Not adjusted Ad justed!
Kind of business 1976 1975 ~1976 1975
Aug. July Aug. July

prelim. final Aug. prelim. final Aug.

Retail stores, totaliseeeeseecseaaans 16,131 16,356 15,710 16,798 16,295 | 15,578

Food Stores, total...eeeeeecaasoossassoaans 5,994 6,566 6,099 (NA) (NA) (Na)

GTOCETY SLOTES vueceerecasoccasnscencanca 5,922 6,496 6,023 6,293 6,037 5,797

General merchandise group with nonstores... 6,702 6,355 6,349 6,973 6,703 6,449
General merchandise group without non-
stores (except department stores mail

OFET ) e eveeeenoacasecssssasaosssssnnanes 6,421 6,081 6,092 6,684 6,394 6,176

Department StOreS...cceseecescacessscecas 4,865 4,667 4,543 5,084 4,887 4,613

Variety StOreS....eteseccacesssecocconons 516 482 636 548 512 647

Apparel and accessory stores, total........ 551 506 606 569 580 603

ShOE STOTES.eeeeeccscsccsscesssncssscsacs 134 127 166 130 146 155

Drug and proprietary StoreS...cceecescences 654 658 604 667 667 603

Dpata adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday and trading day differences.

in the Monthly Retail Trade Report, BR-76-8).

NA Not available.

(See Explanatory Material

Table 4. ESTIMATED SALES OF RETAIL STORES BY SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS FOR SPECIFIED
STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS AND CITIES

(Sales in millions of dollars)

Not adjusted

Area 1976 1975
Aug. July
preliminary final Aug.
Standard Consolidated Areas?
Chicago, Ill.--Northwestern Ind., total.ceeecesoesnsses 2,099 2,139 1,934
Nondurable goods StOTreS.cecseescsscssccsessrssncase 1,452 1,462 1,390
GAFZ .t eueooscconcansscossaoosasassssasoscasesecnseoe 664 608 612
New York-Northeastern N.J., tot@l.ceseeeeceoosccesnases 3,057 3,179 3,065
Nondurable goOdS StOTreS...ceeeeeescsconccsccnsnns 2,236 2,306 2,296
GAFZ i iieeeronascsasocatacesossossssosacnccnoscconenes 910 924 924
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas!
Baltimore, Md., GAFZ ... ceeveeearocncaconsocnaonaonnsos 123 120 115
Boston, Mass., GAFZ .. .c.ecueeeossesoncsnonsscncascannns 207 186 212
Chicago, Ill., tOt@le.eeeeeeeeesoasssssacecesnanacsnnes 1,921 1,953 1,766
Nondurable goodS StOreS...cceeeescecccsccssonanss 1,340 1,339 1,273
GAFZ ¢ttt vneesnsensssnssonnsasssonssosessssasonsonnss 625 569 581
t.. Cleveland, Ohio, GAFZ ...iveereeeeoccvocacens ceeettaenes 123 123 122
Dallas, Texas, GAFZ .c.ueeesuscassonsastnsosanannnsesans 185 182 151
Detroit, Mich., total...nnn;.onoo-t.uoc.uoultoat.n.unnu 959 1}009 913
Nondurable goods stores......... Cetiseenacananaan 644 652 641
GAF 2 4 v vsnsoooaoenennaceseaonoannaceeanensoneasannanns 269 250 261
Houston, TeXas, GAFZ .. v.veeeeeooccoccsncescsocanssss Ve 188 184 170
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Table 4. ESTIMATED SALES OF RETAIL STORES BY SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS FOR SPECIFIED
STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS AND CITIES--Continued

(Sales in millions of dollars) M
Not adjusted
Area 1976 1875
Aug. July
preliminary final Aug.
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas!--Con.
Kansas City, Mo.-Kansas, GAF?....ccceveccscsscrrssacense 149 141 138 C
Los Angeles-Long Beach, Calif., total.. .. 1,784 1,856 1,701 -
T e NONdUFaB e go0ds SEOFeE. Ui iverenseeretarotnrases 1,246 1,284 1,259
GAF? (i iitenennerononsosesasensssovrscsrssanvasnancses 519 531 493
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn., GAF?.....cceencsccosaccnas 166 151 152 .
New York, N.Y.--Nassau-Suffolk, N.Y., total®...eeeeeees 2,060 2,125 2,063
Nondurable goods StOreS....sccssssessssssascssans 1,540 1,577 1,566
GAF? ieievousonacacsssscaoncsnnes vaeen 643 652 627
Nassau-Suffolk, N.Y., total‘. aeves 590 621 588
Nondurable goods stores.. veens 397 416 419
GAF? L .iivierenninacunennan 160 169 153
New York, N.Y., total®.... ceeen 1,470 1,504 1,475
Nondurable goods stores. PPN 1,143 1,161 1,147
GAF? . iiiiiieoenriionnnes 483 483 474
Philadelphia, Pa.,, total...cee.s 1,060 1,082 1,019
Nondurable goods stores... . 764 762 753
GAF? o tiveinnnrasunsnescnsnonss o | 285 272 287
Pittsburgh, Pa., total.c.isescess 584 606 554
Nondurable goods stores... seess 442 450 425
GAF? Lt iveieiinnnnnrnnrannons . 163 155 156
St. Louis, Mo,-I11l,, total,.... 526 554 521
Nondurable goOdS StOreS...cccrcaccsssssocncsanccs 341 348 360
GAF? Lt ieereauetsanesnsascsensasencsasnssnsassnensanne 159 152 135
843 873 781
623 639 580
T 241 235 214
Washington, D.C.-Md.-Va., tot8l.esesceescsscnsssoascenns 788 807 761"
Nondurable goods StOreS...cscesssscvsosssesssasss 524 544 538
GAF? L i iiiieierenerereessanasseacianerornansnansnnns 194 189 181
Cities
Chicago, Ill., total...ccoovese cerenvenna 776 745 727
Nondurable goods StOre€S...caseecess esteasaene 587 559 566
GAF? L 1 eiiirererenanruiansncesancnnes 337 292 310
Detroit, Mich., total.ceuassecsceserecss cecsesenee 228 237 226
Nondurable goods stores. cevessenes 149 152 159
GAF? L. iiieiiinnnnenncncnnns 57 52 58
Los Angeles, Calif., total.... g cecsarsecs 608 628 593
Nondurable goods stores... resesnsena 450 458 461
GAF? freeinvnnnnnen 211 212 203
New York, N.Y., total.....cse 1,227 L,255 1,233
Nondurable goods stores. 958 975 960 .
GAF® i evereevenonnnrasnassnss 416 418 407 C i
Philadelphia, Pa., total.eeess 361 363 347 -
Nondurable goods stores. 293 288 282
GAF? ¢ vinneenreresnssnernsssanssatanasscsnssacsnssnns 122 112 117
lpefinitions of standard consolidated areas and standard metropolitan statistical areas are shown in
the Monthly Retall Trade Report . BR-76-8, 2Stores in the general merchandise, apparel, and furnjiture
and appliance groupe; theas stores specialize in department store types of merchandise, 3Pormerly New
York, N.Y. SMSA. *Includes Nassau and Suffolk Counties formerly included in the New York, N.Y., SMSA.

®Includes New York Gity, Rockland and Westchester Counties, N.Y.



