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The U.S. Department of Commerce announced today that total sales of re-
tail stores in March were estimated at $22.3 billion. Statistics prepared
by the Department's Buréau of the Census show that this advance figure, after
adjustment for seasonal and holiday variations and trading day differences,
but not for price changes, was about 1 percent below the record sales in
February 1965 but 9 percent above the March 1964 level.

The Office of Business Economics noted that after adjustment, sales of
durable goods in March declined 2 percent, due in large part to a decline in
automotive dealers' sales from an all-time high in February. Sales of non-
durables were unchanged, as lower sales by apparel and department stores were
balanced by increased sales by most other major kinds of business. Based on
the full sample, seasonally adjusted sales of all retail stores in February
1965 were up 2 percent from the January 1964 level.

The March sales figures are based on a monthly survey of the Bureau
of the Census conducted in cooperation with a representative cross-section
of about 2,500 retail firms which, in total, operate some 48,000 stores in
the United States. The firms which are cooperating in the early reporting
of sales are part of a larger sample group which furnishes figures at a
later date. The advance estimates are subject to revision by estimates
subsequently derived from the full sample.

The revision of the total seldom exceeds 1.5 percent and for the past
year has averaged 0.8 percent. For individual kind-of-business grdups,
revisions have been greater, ranging on the average from 1.1 percent for
the food group to 3.0 percent for the automotive group.
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For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, Annual subscription to Current Retail Trade Reports
(Weekly Retail Sales Report, Advance Monthly Retail Sales Report, Monthly Retail Trade Report, and Annual Retail Trade Report sold as a single
subscription) $6.00. Single copies, available only from the Bureau of the Census, 10¢ each.



ADVANCE RETAIL SALES FOR MARCH 1965

Table 1.

(NOT ADJUSTED for seasonal and holiday variations or trading day differences)

SALES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND-OF-BUSINESS GROUP

Sales (millions of dollars)

Kind-of -business group 1965 1964
Mareht February2 March
Retail storeS) totalaﬂ 000 000 GO OO OIS OeN 0 22, 310 19’ 705 20’ 502
Durable-goods stores, total? ZIXETRRTRYEY: 7,845 6,704 6,741
Nondurable-goods stores, total ieeieees.. 14,465 13,001 13,761
?OOd grollp.--..-o-.oo..-o-o-o-..-aooo-n-o.o.o 5)247 4,869 4,891
Grocelv Stores...l......................... 4,760 4,428 4,406
Eating and drinking placeBecccecccccsssssscens 1,662 1,485 1,485
Jeneral merchandise groUD..sscssceesssssssoss 2,391 1,981 2,303
Depar.tment storesl........................l 1’409 1,142 1’336
kpparel group................................ 1,084 921 1’283
furniture and appliance groOUP.cceescssssccscs 1,017 904 973
Lumber, building, hardware, farm equip. group 1,171 959 1,134
kutomotive group'............................ 4’990 4,283 4’058
jasoline service statiomnB..ececessscsscoscens 1,727 1,573 1,585
Jrug and proprietary storeS..cesececccccceses 753 695 680
See footnotes below table 2. Source: Bureau of the Census

Table 2., SALES OF RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES, BY KIND-OF-BUSINESS GROUP
(ADJUSTED for seasonal and holiday variations and trading day differences)
Percentage Percentage
change, Sales change,
March 1965 February 1%5
Kind-of-business group from-- (millions of dollars) from--
Feb. |Mar. 1965 194 Jan, | Feb.
1965 |1964 | Mar.* | Feb,2 | Jan. | Feb. | 1965 | 1964
Retail stores, totdl’..... -1 +9 123,224 |23,421 | 22,900 [21,533 +2 +9
Durable-goods stores,total’...| -2 |+13 | 7,819 | 8,011 | 7,855 | 7,262 | +2 | +10
Nondurable-goods stores,total3 0 +8 | 15,405 15,410 | 15,045 {14,271 +2 +8
?ood grollp..............I...................I....l.... 5,354 5’192 4,991 +3 +7
%tmg and drinking placesl.......I.........l......... 1,757 1’704 1’593 +3 +lo
seneral merchandise groUD.c.ececccccscessccsccssscesssd 2,823 2,832 | 2,592 0 +9
A.ppa-rel group...l........I..................l......I.' 1,341 1,327 1,291 +l +4
F‘L‘L‘[‘niture and appliance group-.oaooo.-ooo'o.no---o.lod 1,082 1’103 1,073 -2 +l
Lumber, building, hardware, farm equipment group...... 1,358 1,377 | 1,348 -1 +1
A.utomotive groupl....-.OI............0................ 4’894 4’709 4,162 +4 +l8
jagoline service stationS.ceceececcerecerecncscanseead 1,812 1,749 | 1,641 +4 | +10
Drug and proprietary SLOreSescescscecsassssrssssssnssd 748 734 666 +2 |+
2 Advance sample estimates.
Preliminary estimates of full sample.
? Totals include data for kinds of business not shown separately.
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