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T he KLFMenu is a system of report-generating programs provided viathe VA Intranet by the
VISN Support Service Center (VSSC). The VSSC Web site on the Intranet includes a point-and-
click interface that enables users to obtain reports according to their specifications using a variety of
VA corporate data sources maintained at the VA Austin Automation Center. Many reports are almost
instantaneously available for downloading to a personal computer. Other reports, that take longer for
computer processing, are routed to the user’s account on the Austin Automation Center mainframe
computer and can be downloaded to a personal computer from there.

In line with the mission of the VSSC, the KLFMenu generally is oriented to the needs of VISN ad-
ministrators and staff for recurring reports (e.g., same data monthly), data on performance measures,
and data needed for program planning purposes. The KLFMenu option to “Create Report” allows
the user to compose SA SP? software statements with the point-and-click interface to produce a report
that is not pre-defined.

For VA researchers, the KLFMenu is a valuable means to quickly obtain data needed for planning a
study, developing a Letter of Intent, writing a proposal, and confirming or interpreting study analyses.
The purpose of thisInsightsissueisto introduce researchers to KLFMenu. It includesinformation
about:

Accessing the VSSC Web Site/KLFMenu;

Generating a Pre-defined Report of Data;

Obtaining Data Set Contents for a VA Data Source; and
Sources of Additional Information.

A futureissue of VIReC Insightswill focus on how to use the KLFMenu “ Create Report” option to
generate SAS software program statements that will produce a user-designed data report.

1 SAS/STAT and all other SAS Institute, Inc., product or service names are registered trademarks or trademarks of SAS Insti-
tute, Inc., in the USA and other countries. ® indicates USA registration.
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Accessing the VSSC Web Site/ KLFMenu

The VSSC Web siteison the VA Intranet, so accessis limited to users within the VA firewall. The URL for the Web siteis

The VSSC website home page has alist on the left margin of folders and subfolders from which to choose reports, including
the option to “ Create Report.” Most users will need to have a User ID and password for the Austin Automation Center
time-sharing system. (Seethe later section, “ Sources of Additional Information.”)

Generating A Pre-Defined Report of Data

Researchers will want to become familiar with the many pre-defined reports available via the VSSC website. The step-by-
step exampl e that follows shows how to generate a pre-defined KLFMenu report with the user specifying these report op-

tions:

VHA veteran patients under age 65 years,

In the Special Disease category of Spinal Cord Injury;
By Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN); and

For the last quarter of Fiscal Y ear 2001.

Sign on to the VSSC website. From the list of pre-defined reportsin the left margin, select Special Disease (Step 1) , Ca-
pacity Reports (Step 2) , and Frequency of Selected Disease Patients and Their Utilization (Step 3) :

Reports

Click for Latest Updates

# Bed Control

B8 Capital Programs

B8 CARES

B Create Report

88 Clinical Wait Time

B pss

B Enrollment

B Financial

B Human Resources

B P atient Advocate

B performance

B Planning

B prosthetics

B PCP Panel Management
B Quality Management

B S afety

-Special Disease

B Surveys/Data Collection
B8 Workload

B \Workgroups

""Special Disease
B Performance Reports
B2 Capacity Reports
B Mental Health Reports

= Special Disease
B paformance Reports
W Capacity Reports

: Frequency of Special Disease Patients
and Their IRiliation

ﬁﬂ&fﬂiled IHilization by WA Hospital

n_ﬂ&uiled Litilization by VA Outpatient

DFTEEIUEI‘IW of FY96 Special Disease
Patients

nﬂtil‘r:—:aﬁun of FY96 Special Disease
Patients

EIE]E:taills:rl:l Litilization by FY96 - WA
Hospital

nﬂc‘lailnd Litilization by FY96 - WA
Oudpatient
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On the next screen, specify the report options needed (Step 4) -- for this example: Spinal Cord Injury, Fiscal Year 2001,
Quarter 4, limit data by Age Group, and summarize data by VISN:

Freguency Count of Special Disease Patients (as defined by the capacity report) :
Fepori Description Sample Aepost

Make seleclions below, fo make mulliple selecfons hold conifrol key down while pressing leff
mouse butfon.

Step | : = | 5

| = e %
Select Special [ Limit data based on the |Summarize data by
[ [Sel : ;
Disease Group: : a;:ﬂﬁscal 5:;‘2' value(s) of: (Multiple -grﬁupmgi’ on: (Multiple
{Multiple OK) proar quaner: - ox m oK) =
1 - | Eligibify
| Amputalion - | a i
ltng 2000 Guarter | g;’c"'“ el
[[Homelezs |{1333 Cuarer 2 i Scramblod SSN
(IPTSD 1335 Quarier 3 bl S
[|Eoth FTED and SHI 1997
' 1336

Report options that allow multiple selections are

identified by “(Multiple OK).” Select Submission Type {required field): &

"=| isa“help” button that will open a screen of | & View Now ¢ View Later (requires user id) 7ates 7 second or e

further explanation or instruction.

For Select Submission Type at the bottom of the

screen, click on View Now (Step 5): Step 5

The next screen to appear islabeled “Filter”; the
option to limit the data by Age Group (as speci-
fied earlier) is presented. To include only persons
under age 65, hold down the Control (Ctrl) key
and highlight all age categories to be included
(Step 6). Then, click on Submit (Step 7).

Oncetherequest is submitted, abox appears, ad-
vising the user to wait while the request is proc-
essed (Step 8):

If it is necessary to use
View Later (see Step 5
above), aprompt for the
user’s Austin Automation
Center User ID and pass- [ T el Lol e o L e L T i

word will appear, and the =]
report must be retrieved Please wait while your request is processed:

from the user’s Austin

Efgofhrg'pgoéigxt?nr?e}s If this process takes more than 2 minutes you will need to go back and

lessthan two minutes, and | Use YIEW LATER.
the report will quickly

appear along with an op- This window will close when your request is processed or in 2 minutes.
tion to download in

spreadsheet format to the ==k W'Dﬂ%
user’s personal computer. Elapsed Time: |0:00

SUBMIT | RESET |

YIEW MY SELECTIOMNS
Step |
.
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Obtaining Data Set Contents For A VA Data Source

Researchers may find it especially convenient to use KL FMenu to obtain the data dictionary for some of the VA data
sources. Thereguest for adata dictionary is submitted as part of the Create Report option. Sign on to the VSSC Web site
and, from the list of reports, select Create Report (Step A):

and resources available through the ADUSH an
) the page.

et L Allows users to customize repons using Inpatient PTF,
) ; ;

. Clinical Wait Time Outpatient Files, Inpatient Census, Extended Care,
D55 Extended Care Census; Contract Hospital, FEE, RUG
B Enrollment Surveys, VERA, AMIS, ASISTS, or KLF Unigque SSN i
™ Financial data. e
™ Human Resources (ADUSHY and the Metworks. The Y55C support

*Create Report

For this example, data set contents are needed for the Fiscal Y ear 2001 Outpatient Encounters data (known also asthe
Medical SAS®R Outpatient Event Dataset or the OPC Event File).

On the next screen, select the fiscal year (Step B) and asummary level (any one will do for obtaining the data set contents)
(Step C):

Select Fiscal Year(s): Select Summary Level:

ZIJIJE Sub-Station
St 200 Station
E?p 2000 Step VIS
1999 = | C

On the same screen, choose the data set (Step D):

Choose the Dota Set(s) you wish to analyze.
Multiple choices musl be of & similar type (e, all Bedseclion, ele)

Meain (discharge) Wain [discharga) hain {discharge) Wnin [discharge)
Badzection Badzacton Bedsactian Bedsachan
Surgical Procedures Surgical Frocedures Surgica! Frocedures
Mor-surgical procadures Mer-surgical proceduras Mon-surgicel procedures Men-surgical Frocedures:

tain (discharge] hesn [discharga) Stq) Clinic Stops

Sedsaction Bedsechon Outpatien Frocedures

Surgical Procedures Surgicel Frocedures D Ciagnosis

Meor-surgical Procedures

Mon-surgical Procacures

Madicel (Dulpabant) WVERA Pabant Summary Apnil Supveny Sub-Station Lawvel
Inpatient FTF WERA S1aton Summarny Dcloher Sureay
Inpatient Ancillany ASIETS

Phemacy
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Then, still on the same screen, specify Data Set Contents under Select Submission Type (Step E):

Select Submission Type (required field):

iSeleul Wiew Now Tor small queries [single station®'|SN] or View Later for larger queries or when requesting Real S5Ns.
'Vlew Later requires an Austin userd & password and runs the job in the background so your browser 15 not ied up.
'Ddtd Set Contents provides the general details about the internal structure of I!hr.-: chosen Data Setls).

|Previously Saved Queries will ignore the choices made on this page except for fh:—: Summary Leyel and optional Breakuut
Le'ml and instead prnwde alist of .;Ewed query pa pamm{ﬁr::r" from prm'luus Create sess mn_.

CView Now | © "w"ew Lzﬂer © Roset © Data Set Contents | _ﬁraﬁfﬁag-ﬁé;réd_ﬁﬁﬁas

Step
E

A portion of the resulting report of Data Set Contentsis shown below. Thisreport issimilar to the SAS® software output
froma SAS® PROC CONTENTS routine.

Contenls of Chosen Data Set(s

General Information for
MDFPPED MDP.SAS SEO01[0)

L R | Humber of
I!LE];J;.EI: | IT::' |f'_n=|1.:|:|.1-_'l I rention Date La=t _Hl:ld:.l el ﬂh:.'r:rv:it-:l._unu Indexe=s Data Set Data LSat
T Hame | Date in Data Set for Data | Compresssd? | Sorted?
Sest

SE BASE 02APRZ00Z1B07.32 D3APRZ00Z 040655 G056 627 5 CHAR YES

Yariahls Irformatian for
MDPPRD MDP.SAS SE01(0)

‘F:ir 1nl:-lc 'ﬂ'ar: able "J'a'.r:l nhlc Var 1.'!.['.- le
Fariable Labol Pk vaans| R s | stae

.AGE AGE NUMEHIC B

AGIR AGE GROUF (3 GROUFS) MUMERIC B AGARL . ‘3
APPTYP APPOINTMENT TY'PE CODE CHARACTER 2 DAPET 20
L PRIMARY CLINIC STOP MLIWE R 3 YCLMIC 22
CLC CREDIT CLINIC 5TOP MLIMERIC 3 YCLUNIC RE]
CPT1 CRT CODEN CHARACTER 5 25
CPTZ CPT CODE 2 CHARACTER 5 26
CPT3 CPT CODE 3 CHARACTER 5 27
CPT4 CPT CODE 4 CHARACTER b 24

Asnoted earlier, researchers will find the KLFMenu a valuable means to quickly obtain data needed for planning a study,
developing a Letter of Intent, writing a proposal, and confirming or interpreting study analyses. ThisVIReC Insightsis
only anintroduction to the many pre-defined reports. It isagood investment of time for researchers to explore the VSSC
Web site and become familiar with the variety of information and reports available via KLFMenu.
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Researchers’ Guide To VA Data

VIReC Mission:

To serve as a database and informatics resource and referral center for researchers using VA databases and information systems.

VA Information Resource Center
Building 1, Room C303

Hines VA, Hospital (151V)

5th Avenue & Roosevelt Road )
Hines, IL 60141-5000 WWW.Virec.research.va.gov

Visit our website:

E-mail:virec@research.hines.va.gov

Phone: 708-202-2413 VIReC Insightsisintended to provide VA researchers with a
starting point for understanding concepts in data management
and basic information about health related databases.
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Sources of Additional I nformation

User ID and password for the Austin Automation Center
- TheAustin Help Desk
512-326-6780
VIReC Insights, “ Guide for First Time Users of VA Austin Automation Center (AAC)
http://www.virec.research.va.gov/ITOOLKIT/VIRECINSIGHTS VOL002NO001.PDF

Utilizing the KLFMenu programs and selecting pre-defined reports
- The VSSC website

The VSSC KLF Help Desk
vsscklfhd@med.va.gov

Selecting data sour ces
The VA Information Resource Center

Utilizing and inter preting cost data
The Health Economics Resource Center
http://www.herc.research.med.va.gov/
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