
Commonly Used Acronyms

-A-

AARP


American Association of Retired Persons

AC



Appeals Council

Act



Social Security Act

ADP


Automated Data Processing

AHCPR


Agency for Health Care Policy and Research

ALJ



Administrative Law Judge

AMA


American Medical Association or Against Medical Advice

ANCHR


Access to the National Claims History Repository

ARF


Area Resource File

ART


Accredited Records Technician

ASC



Ambulatory Surgical Center


-B-

BBA


Balanced Budget Act of 1997
BEST


Beneficiary Eligibility Status Tape


-C-

CAC


Carrier Advisory Committee

CAH


Critical Access Hospital
CAP


Corrective Action Plan
CAT


Clinical Area Team
CASF


Carrier Alphabetic State File

CASPRO


Clinical Area Support PRO
CCP



Cooperative Cardiovascular Project

CDAC


Clinical Data Abstraction Center

CEO


Chief Executive Officer

CEU


Continuing Education Units

CFR



Code of Federal Regulations

CIM



Coverage Issues Manual

CME


Continuing Medical Education

CMHF


Community and Mental Health Facilities
CMP


Competitive Medical Plan

CO



Central Office/Contracting Officer

COBRA


Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act

CPT-4


Current Procedural Terminology, Fourth Edition (or succeeding editions)

CQI



Continuous Quality Improvement

CWF


Common Working File


-D-

DASPRO


Disadvantaged Population Action Support PRO
DCO


Directed Change Order

DCSQ


Division of Clinical Standards and Quality
DHHS


Department of Health and Human Services

DME


Durable Medical Equipment

DMERC


Durable Medical Equipment Regional Contractor
DO



Doctor of Osteopathy

DOJ



Department of Justice
DPAT


Disadvantaged Population Action Team
DRG


Diagnosis-Related Group
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-E-

ED



Emergency Department

EMTALA

Emergency Medical Treatment and  Active Labor Act
EPIP


Electronic Performance Improvement Plan

ER



Emergency Room

ESRD


End Stage Renal Disease


-F-

FAR


Federal Acquisition Regulations

FFS



Fee for Service

FI



Fiscal Intermediary

FR



Federal Register

FTE



Full Time Equivalent


-G-

GAO


General Accounting Office

GROVER

Global Reports of Verified and Edited Reviews


-H-

HCFA


Health Care Financing Administration

HCIS


HCFA Customer Information System
HCPCS


HCFA Common Procedure Coding System

HCPOTP


Health Care Practitioner Other Than a Physician

HCQIP


Health Care Quality Improvement Program

HDC


HCFA Data Center

HHA


Home Health Agency

HHSAR


Health and Human Services Acquisition Regulation

HICN


Health Insurance Claim Number

HIPAA


Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996
HMO


Health Maintenance Organization

HOPA


Hospital Outpatient Area


-I-

ICD-9-CM

International Classification of Diseases, Ninth Revision, Clinical Modification

IOL



Intraocular Lens

IQC



Internal Quality Control


-J-

JCAHO


Joint Commission for the Accreditation of Health Care Organizations
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-M-

MADRS


Medicare Automated Data Retrieval System

MARS


Medical Review Automated Reporting System

MCE


Medicare Code Editor

MCM


Medicare Carriers Manual

M+C


Medicare+Choice Organization/Plan
MCOD


Managed Care Operational Data

MD



Medical Doctor

MEDPAR

Medicare Provider Analysis and Review

Message


An Important Message From Medicare

MHIP


Medicare Hospital Information Project

MIP



Medicare Integrity Program
MIM


Medicare Intermediary Manual

MIS



Management Information System

MOA


Memorandum of Agreement

MPH


Master Public Health

MQIS


Medicare Quality Indicator System

MSP


Medicare Secondary Payor


-N-

NCQA


National Committee for Quality Assurance

NF



Nursing Facility

NONC


Notice of Noncoverage


-O-

OBRA


Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act

OCE


Outpatient Code Editor

OCSQ


Office of Clinical Standards and Quality
OFM


Office of Financial Management
OGC


Office of the General Counsel

OIG



Office of the Inspector General
OHA


Office of Hearings and Appeals

OIC



Opportunity to Improve Care
OIG



Office of the Inspector General

OMB


Office of Management and Budget


-P-

PA



Physician Advisors

PAMS


Project Activity Management System

PCC



Principle Clinical Coordinator

PDC


Project Data Collection

PEPAT


Payment Error Prevention Area Team

PEPP


Payment Error Prevention Program
PEPSPRO

Payment Error Prevention Support PRO
PER



PRO Evaluation Report

PIP



Performance Improvement Plan

PO



Project Officer

POS



Provider of Service

PPS



Prospective Payment System

PRAF


Physician Reviewer Assessment Format

PREP


Peer Review Organization Evaluation Process

PRISS


Peer Review Information Sampling System
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-P-

PRO



Utilization and Quality Control Peer Review Organization

PROD


Peer Review Organization Data

PROF


PRO File

PROID


Peer Review Organization Identifier

PROPER


PRO Process, Edit, and Report System

PRS



Prepayment Review System

PT



Physical Therapy


-Q-

QA



Quality Assurance

QI



Quality Indicator

QIP



Quality Improvement Project
QISMC


Quality Improvement System for Managed Care
QRO


Quality Review Organization


-R-

RBBS


Remote Bulletin Board System

RC



Review Coordinator

RFCM


Request for Contract Modification

RHHIs


Regional Home Health Intermediaries
RFP



Request for Proposal

RO



Regional Office

RRA


Registered Records Administrator

RRB


Railroad Retirement Board

RTI



Return to Intermediary


-S-

SA



State Agency

SDPS


Standard Data Processing System

SNF



Skilled Nursing Facility

SOW


Scope of Work/Statement of Work

SSA



Social Security Administration


-T-

TAN


Treatment Authorization Number

TEC



Total Estimated Cost


-U-

UPIN


Unique Physician Identification Number


-W-

WAN


Wide Area Network
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