
• Web pages
- - Crawlable

• Databases
- - Metasearch

Old Day, Old Way New Day, New Way

• Paper
- - Search dependent 

upon careful 
metadata

Changes in Information Access

Creating metadata is labor intensive Crawling and Metasearching are 
automated processes



Science.gov searches across 47 million pages 
located at 12 different agencies

http://www.science.gov/


Taking Advantage of Advances

• Precision searching is improving
– Boolean searches
– Fielded searches when metadata is available

• Future advances (yet unknown) will need to 
be accommodated


