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A prescribed burn always occurs in a “window” when the prescription – temperature, humidity, wind speed, fuel 

moisture, and other factors, can be accomplished.  When the window is “open,” fuels specialists complete a go-no-go checklist 

to ensure all aspects of the plan can be accomplished.  Answering “no” to a question on the check list will stop the prescribed 

burn. 

During the actual burn, weather conditions are monitored to ensure the prescription window is still open.  If the 

parameters of the burn move outside the prescription, burning ceases.  During the burn, the fire’s behavior is monitored 

carefully to ensure treatment objectives are being met.  Following the burn, additional monitoring will help determine the 

success of the operation. 

Prescribed burning is a cost-effective means of treating vegetation.  A benefit of burning over other treatment methods 

is that there is no slash and little standing dead vegetation remaining.  And, the nutrients of the soil and the burned vegetation 

are naturally recycled on site.  While prescribed burning appears to be far more exciting and risky than using chemicals or 

mechanical treatments, the vast majority of burns are routine and are completed flawlessly. 

 

 

#### 


