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STATEMENT BY VI CE PRESI DENT GORE
ON | MPROVI NG THE | LLINO S RI VER

The agreenent announced today with the state of Illinois to restore and
preserve the Illinois R ver denonstrates how government can work in
partnership with private | andowners to pronote both a sound econony and a
heal thy environnent. It will help Illinois farmers do what they know is
right -- protect our water and our wldlife.

Thi s agreenent, through the Departnent of Agriculture’ s Conservation
Reserve Enhancenment Program will provide $250 nmillion to help preserve
t housands of acres al ong wat erways throughout the Illinois R ver watershed.

By providing farners incentives to retire these |ands, the agreenent
wi Il reduce the anpbunt of sedinment and nutrients reaching the Illinois and
its tributaries. This will help restore fish and other wildlife, reduce
fl oodi ng damage, inprove river navigation and assure cl eaner water for
Illinois famlies. The river will thrive, and so will the econony it
sust ai ns.

President dinton and | are conmitted to working with states and with
| andowners on innovative ways to grow our econony while protecting our
environnent. | welcone Illinois as our newest partner in this program and
|l ook forward to simlar agreenments with other states.
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