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Subj: CHEMICAL HAZARD RESPONSE INFORMATION SYSTEM (CHRIS)

1. PURPOSE. This manual provides information needed for decision-making by Coast Guard
personnel during emergencies that occur during the waterborne transport of hazardous
chemicals. It also provides information that can be used by the Coast Guard as it strives to
improve safety procedures and prevent accidents. .

2. ACTION. Area and district commanders, commanders of maintenance and logistics
commands, commanding officers of headquarters units, assistant commandants for
directorates, Chief Counsel, and special staff offices at Headquarters shall ensure that this
Manual is available for responders and all others that may benefit from this information.

3. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED. COMDTINST M16465.12B of 2 November 1992, is cancetled.

4. DISCUSSION. This comprehensive edition of CHRIS replaces the earlier 4-volume series.
Obsolete information was deleted and 12 new information fields were added to facilitate safe
and effective response to hazardous chemical releases. By the end of fiscal year 1999, the
manual will be available on CD Rom and as a searchable database on the internet and will be
linked to the Coast Guard Marine Safety home page. The address for this page is:
http://www.dot.gov/dotinfo/uscg/hg/g-m/gmhome. him :

R. C/NORTH

Rear Admiral, U.S. Coast Guard
Assistant Commandant for Marine
Safety and Environmental Protection
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Chemical Hazard Response Information System (CHRIS), COMDTINST
M16565.12C is available online at www.chrismanual.com

A CD version is free; please send your post office address if you’d like a free copy. Please note that the
CD won’t work with Windows 2000 or newer software. We have a new version under development, but
the new CD won’t be ready for some time. Send your address to Aschneider@comdt.uscg.mil.

Ordering Information for Coast Guard Units
Coast Guard units that are authorized to have a paper copy of the Chemical Hazard Response Information
System (CHRIS), COMDTINST M16565.12C may order it following the directions in the Directives,
Publications, and Reports Index (DPRI), COMDTNOTE 5600. Personal Desk copies are not authorized.

Ordering Information for other than Coast Guard Units
We are not allowed to give away or sell the personal printed version; you can order it as follows:

"Chemical Hazard Response Information System"
Superintendent of Documents
U.S. Government Printing Office
Washington, DC 20402
Telephone number: (202) 512-1800
FAX: (202) 512-2250
Hours: 0830-1630
Can order from local Government Book Store
Credit cards: Visa, Master Charge, and Discover
Cost: $104 Postpaid + 25% foreign postage (pages only)
[the price might have gone up]
Stock number: 050-012-00406-4
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