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April 25, 2007 

 
 
 

The Honorable Susan C. Schwab 
 United States Trade Representative 
 Executive Office of the President 
 Washington, D.C.  20508 
  
 Dear Ambassador Schwab: 
  

Pursuant to Section 2104 (e) of the Trade Act of 2002 and Section 135 (e) of the 
Trade Act of 1974, as amended, I am pleased to transmit the report of the Industry 
Trade Advisory Committee on the U.S.-Panama Trade Promotion Agreement 
(TPA), reflecting consensus on the proposed Agreement. 

  
      Sincerely, 
  
         
      George M. Keller 
      Chair, Industry Trade Advisory Committee 
      on Small and Minority Business (ITAC 11) 
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Report of the Industry Trade Advisory Committee on Small and Minority Business (ITAC 11) 
 
 
April 25, 2007 
 
Advisory Committee Report to the President, the Congress and the United Stated Trade 
Representative on The U.S.-Panama Trade Promotion Agreement. 
 
 
 I. Purpose of the Committee Report 
  
 Section 2104 (e) of the Trade Act of 2002 requires that advisory committees provide the 
President, the U.S. Trade Representative, and Congress with reports required under Section 135 (e) 
of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended, not later than 30 days after the President notifies Congress 
of his intent to enter into an agreement. 
  
 Under Section 135 (e) of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended, the report of the Advisory 
Committee for Trade Policy and Negotiations and each appropriate policy advisory committee 
must include an advisory opinion as to whether and to what extent the agreement promotes the 
economic interests of the United States and achieves the applicable overall and principle 
negotiating objectives set forth in the Trade Act of 2002. 
  
 The report of the appropriate sectoral or functional committee must also include an advisory 
opinion as to whether the agreement provides for equity and reciprocity within the sectoral or 
functional area. 
  
 Pursuant to these requirements, ITAC 11 hereby submits the following report. 
 
II. Executive Summary of the Committee Report 
 
 The committee supports the expansion of international trade opportunities that will occur 
with the passage of the U.S.-Panama TPA.   
 
III. Brief Description of the Mandate of ITAC 11 
 
 The objective of the committee is to provide timely policy and technical advice, 
information, and recommendations to the Secretary and USTR regarding trade barriers, 
implementation and overall concern as it pertains to the operations and international 
competitiveness of small and minority business. 
 
IV. Negotiating Objectives and Priorities of ITAC 11 
 
 The priorities of the committee are to represent the views of small business with the 
objective to enhance job growth and exports of goods and services by this business sector of the 
U.S. economy.  As a further objective, the committee expresses an ongoing concern that cross-
border trade be as fair as possible, transparent, and open to small and minority business. 
 
V. Advisory Committee Opinion on Agreement 
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 ITAC 11 is in general agreement with the text as proposed.  ITAC 11 supports the 
expansion of international trade opportunities afforded small, medium and minority businesses 
under the TPA.  We believe the TPA, in most areas, will enhance these opportunities while 
affording protections to businesses in the U. S. and Panama.   
 
VI. Membership Committee of ITAC 11 
 
Chairman 
Mr. George M. Keller 
President 
Customs Advisory Services, Inc. 
 
Vice-Chairman 
Mr. John Allen 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer 
John Allen and Associates International Ltd. 
 
Secondary Vice-Chairman 
Sharon T. Freeman, Ph.D. 
President 
Lark-Horton Global Consulting, Ltd. 
 
John A. Adams, Jr., Ph.D.     
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Enterprise Florida Inc. 
 
Mr. Kent M. Bank 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Minneapolis Washer and Stamping, Inc. 
 
Mr. Harry M. Bossey, CPA 
President and General Manager 
Western TradeWinds, Inc. 
 
Ms. Sarian S. Bouma     
Chief Executive Officer     
Capitol Hill Building Maintenance, Inc. 
 
Ms. Candace Chen 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Power Clean 2000, Inc. 
 
Mr. Roger N. Dickey, CPA 
President 
Kensington International, Inc. 
 
Ms. Karen M. El-Chaar 
Corporate Secretary and Treasurer 
Hamilton Services Group, Ltd. 
 
Ms. Sherie A. Gilchrist 
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President and Chief Executive Officer 
Chattanooga African American Chamber of Commerce 
and the National Black Chamber of Commerce 
 
Mr. Johnny Johnson 
President 
Johnson Marketing and Management Company 
 
Peter O. Lehman, Esq. 
Director, Planning and Business Development 
South Carolina State Port Authority 
 
Mr. J. Paul Oxer      
Senior Project Director     
PBS&J, Inc. 
Representing Creative Performance System, Inc. 
 
Ms. Karyn Page 
President and CEO 
Kansas World Trade Center, Inc. 
 
Mr. Jeffrey W. Ruffner 
Vice President and General Manager 
MSE Technology Applications, Inc. 
 
Mr. Esteban Taracido 
President 
Tele-Signal Corporation/Las Americas Financial Services, Inc. 
 
Mr. Jose V. Travez 
Chief Executive Officer      
Prototype Productions, Inc. 
 
Mr. Donald L. Williams      
President and Chief Executive Officer   
Princeton Healthcare, Inc. 
 


