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21A-24-275 Definitions.

A.  Channel mgration area. “Channel mgration area”
means those areas subject to risk due to stream bank
destabilization, rapid streamincision, stream bank erosion,
and shifts in location of stream channels, as shown on King
County’s Channel M gration Hazard maps.

B. Departnent. “Departnent” nmeans the King County
Depart ment of Devel opnent and Environmental Services.

21A-24-276 Authority and Purpose. A. The proposed rul es
are authorized pursuant to K. CC. 2.98 and K C. C
21A.24.275. 1t is the purpose of these rules to inplenent
the provisions of K C. C. 21A 24.275 requiring promul gation
of public rules to delineate permssible alterations within
“channel relocation and stream nmeander areas” as defined in
K.C. C. 21A 06.182.
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B. For the purposes of these rules, channel relocation
and stream neander areas will hereinafter be referred to as
“channel mgration areas.”

21A-24-277 Designation and classification of channel
migration areas. A. Channel mgration areas shall be based
upon King County's channel mgration area maps as adopted as
adm nistrative rules and determ ned as foll ows:

1. The channel mgration area shall be a corridor
that includes the present channel and is as wide as the
maxi mum wi dt h occupi ed by all historical channels. For the
pur poses of these rules, the historical period shall include
t he period during which records of channel |ocation were
kept ;

Maximum Channel
Width Meander
Amplitude

Mapping of all Historical Channels

2. Wen the current active channel is near the edge
of the mapped historical neander belt, the corridor shall be
extended the distance equal to the nedian anplitude of al
hi stori cal channel neanders neasured outward fromthe
current active channel;

3. \When a natural geologic feature will affect the
predicted mgration, the corridor width shall be nodified to
consi der such natural constraints; and

4. \Wen structures such as arterial roads or flood
hazard reduction facilities are likely to be protected from
future bank erosion due to existing progranms for public
mai nt enance, the corridor wwdth may be nodified to the
boundari es of such structures.

21A-24-276 -- 21A-24-277



KING COUNTY PUBLIC RULES

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
- - - - - - - - - - -~~~ |

Sensitive Areas: Page 3
Alterations within channel migration areas

Effective Date: June 14, 1999 Document No.

B. Channel mgration area shall be designated as
fol | ows:

1. A channel magration area shall be designated as
severe hazard when it lies within the area of the channel's
probabl e m gration over the next one hundred years as
measured for fifty years in either direction fromthe edge
of the existing channel; and

2. A channel mgration area shall be designated as
noder at e hazard when it |ies between the area designated as
severe and the boundaries of the channel m gration area.

C. Pursuant to this rule, the attached Channel
M gration Area naps are hereby adopted for portions of the
follow ng river systens:

1. Tolt - river mle 1 toriver mle 6;

2.  Snoqual m e:

a. Mddle Fork - river mle 40 to river mle 50;
b. North Fork - river mle Otoriver mle 3; and
c. South Fork - river mle O to river mle 2;

3. Raging - river mle 1 toriver mle 9; and

4. Geen - river mle 25 to river mle 46.

D. Special studies to determ ne channel mgration area
boundaries on a specific property nay be submtted to the
departnent if there is an apparent discrepancy between the
determ nation or designation of channel mgration areas
pursuant to this section and the Channel M gration Area maps
adopt ed pursuant to this section.

21A-24-278 Alterations within channel migration areas.
Alterations shall be allowed wthin channel m gration areas
only as foll ows:
A. Wthin noderate hazard channel mgration areas only

the foll owm ng may be all owed:

1. maintenance, repair, structural nodification of
or addition to any existing critical facility or building
used as a place of enploynent or, place of public assenbly
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provi ded that there shall be no increase of the building
footprint of the existing structure.

2. maintenance, repair, structural nodification of
or addition to existing structures other than those
described in A1 provided that the structure’'s footprint is
not expanded towards any source of channel mgration hazard,
unl ess the applicant can denonstrate to the satisfaction of
t he departnent that such location is the one | east subject
to risk.

3. newprimary dwelling units, accessory dwelling
units or accessory living quarters, and required
infrastructure, provided that:

a. the structure is located on a separate lot in
exi stence before February 16, 1995;
b. no feasible alternative |ocation outside of the
channel mgration area is available on-site; and
c. the structure and supporting infrastructure is
| ocated the farthest practical distance fromthe mgrating
channel , unless the applicant can show that an alternative
| ocation is:
(1) the least subject to risk; or
(2) wthin the outer third of the noderate
hazard as neasured perpendicular to the channel.

4. new accessory structures; other than those
described in subsection A 3, or those used as critical
facilities or used as places of enploynent or public
assenbl y; provided that:

a. no feasible alternative location is avail able
on-site; and

b. the structure is located the farthest practical
di stance fromthe mgrating channel

5. the subdivision of property, provided that:

a. all resulting lots shall contain 5,000 square
feet or nore of buildable | and outside of the channel
m gration area;

21A-24-278
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b. access to all resulting |ots does not cross the
channel mgration area; and
c. all infrastructure is |ocated outside the channel
m gration area except that the septic system may be placed
in the noderate hazard if:
(1) no feasible alternative location is
avai l abl e on-site;
(2) the reserve track is | ocated outside the
channel mgration area; and
(3) it is located the farthest practical
di stance fromthe mgrating channel
B. Wthin severe hazard channel mgration areas, only
the foll owm ng may be al |l owed:

1. maintenance, repair, structural nodification of
or addition to any existing critical facility or building
used as a place of enploynent, place of public assenbly or
dwel ling unit, accessory dwelling unit or accessory |iving
quarters provided that:

a. there is no increase of the footprint of any
exi sting structure; and

b. the maintenance, repair, structural nodification
or addition does not qualify as a substantial inprovenent as
set forth in K C.C. 21A 06.1270, unless:

(1) conducted to conply with regul ations pertaining
to health, sanitation, building or fire safety, or

(2) the structure is identified as a historic place.

2. maintenance, repair, structural nodification of
or addition to existing accessory structures other than
t hose described in subsection B.1 provided that:

a. any additions to the footprint wll not make
the total footprint of all such existing accessory
structures nore than 1,000 square feet, and

b. the footprint is not expanded towards any
source of channel mgration hazard, unless the applicant can
show that such location is |east subject to risk

21A-24-278



KING COUNTY PUBLIC RULES

DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
- - - - - - - - - - -~~~ ]

Sensitive Areas: Page 6
Alterations within channel migration areas

Effective Date: June 14, 1999 Document No.

3. maintenance or repair of existing flood hazard
reduction facilities, roadways, on-site sewage di sposal
facilities or water supply wells and increases to the depth
of existing water supply wells when necessary to capture
wat er suppli es.

4. new accessory structures, excluding on-site
sewage disposal facilities, water supply wells, or those
used as critical facilities or buildings used as a place of
enpl oynent, place of public assenbly or dwelling unit,
accessory dwelling unit or accessory living quarters,
provi ded t hat:

a. no feasible alternative location is avail able
on-site;

b. the structure is located where it is |east
subject to risk

c. the structures shall not house aninmals or
hazar dous substances; and

d. the total footprint of all accessory structures
wi thin the severe channel mgration area will not exceed
1,000 square feet or two percent of the severe channel
m gration area on the site, whichever is greater.

5. new livestock flood sanctuaries constructed to
t he standards approved by the Natural Resources Conservation
Service and the King Conservation District and the best
managenent practices approved by King County, provided that:

a. no feasible alternative location is avail able
on-site; and

b. the structure is located where it is |east
subject to risk

6. enhancenent and restoration projects, including
structures denonstrated as necessary for the project,
permtted pursuant to K C. C. 21A 24.
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21A-24-279 Bank stabilization. A. Bank stabilization (and
ot her actions to prevent bank erosion) w thin channel
m gration areas shall be limted to the protection of:

1. structures, public roadways, flood hazard
reduction facilities or sole access routes in existence
before February 16, 1995; or

2. newprimary dwelling units permtted pursuant to
subsection 21A-24-278.A.3 of this rule provided that:

a. the site is adjacent to or abutted by
properties on both sides containing structures, sole access
routes or |legal bank stabilization in existence before
February 16, 1995. The structures, sole access routes or
bank stabilization nust be | ocated no nore than 600 feet
apart as neasured parallel to the mgrating channel; and

b. the dwelling unit is located no closer to the
streamor river bank than existing dwelling units on
abutting or adjacent properties.

B. Al stabilization projects shall be consistent with
King County’s Guidelines for Bank Stabilization Projects
(June 1993) and use bi oengi neering alternatives whenever
possi ble. O her nethods may be proposed if the applicant
denonstrates to the satisfaction of the departnent that the
met hods provi de equi val ent structural stabilization and
envi ronnment al function.

21A-24-280 Conformance with other provisions of the code.
Permtted alterations shall be subject to all applicable
permts or approvals and to mtigation requirenments set
forth in chapter in K C.C. 21A 24.

21A-24-281 Additional notice on title. When an alteration
is proposed within any channel mgration area, the follow ng
notice shall be filed with the records and el ections

di vision as an attachnent to the notice on title required
pursuant to K C.C. 21A 24.170:
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“ NOTI CE”
"This property is in a channel mgration area.
Based on historical data, the channel or stream
is expected to mgrate and change | ocations over
time, possibly undercutting or eroding portions
of this property. Any structures within the
channel mgration area may be at risk fromthe
m grati ng channel and coul d be damaged or
destroyed unl ess noved. Relocation of
structures shall be at the owners’ expense.
Bank stabilization or other protective neasures
to prevent undercutting or bank erosion within
t he channel mgration areas shall be prohibited
unl ess undertaken in full conpliance with
adm nistrative rules authorized pursuant to
K.C.C. 21A 24.275."

21A-24-282 Severability. |[f a provision of the rules
contained herein or its applicability to any person or
circunstance is held invalid, the remainder of the

provi sions of these rules or the application of the
provision to other persons or circunstances shall not be
af f ect ed.
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