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OFFICE OF 

Eureka Mrruntg @uttlie XiiBnrks 
Adrninistratlve Bldg, Phone: (775) 237471 7 
701 South Maln Street FOX: (775) 237-5708 
P.O. &ox 714 Eureka, Nevada 89316 www.co.eureka.nv.us 

Mx. M- I.& Biiop, EIS I3ocumw hkager 
CMk wflogisth Mamgment 
CHEW of CiviEian Radioactive Wade- l&mpmat =,-- fEmgy - -- - - - - - - - 

1551 ~ ~ v e , M / S Q l l  
hVegas ,NV 89134 

Re: Ewekta Cmdy, Nmarla Conr~errrs on the A d e d N a t 4 c e  of Mmrt To E q m d  
&e Scope oJ%k BnvSronme~alIrnpvrct Wementfir the Alignmend, Gomtmeioa 
and Operation of a Rail.L&e to a Geologic R e p o s t ~ t ~  tn Yucca Mimntah Np 
Coztnty, 

Dear Mr. Bish0.p: 

E d  County, Nevada is an afkted unit; of local g a v m  u&r Sation 116 of the 
Ndmr Waste Policy Act as tam- We camduct oversi@ ofthe Yucca Mountain 
projectdassesspatddim~toarncaunty. 

T h e a b r r v e ~ e d N o t i w o f W i s o f W W ~ n s .  Wearepvidingthe 
f ~ ~ t a i n f o m ~ ~ e a t ~ ~ g y i n ~ e p r e p s r S m ~ o f t h e ~  
-Impact Statement firthe Alignment, C-on, and Operadim of a 
Rail Line b a Gemlogic Repository at Yucca Maant&, Nye County, Nevada 

---------------------- 

Eunekrs Ccmty is oo-d about the ptmtial impacts fbm banspodon of high lml 
wagte and spent d e a  fuel thtough tha county. The "Carhw ail amidor which w d d  
~iaEl;rakaCoutrrtyis~t$fi~~8ade&cri8edintheY~Mo~ 
Fimal En-& Impact S- @EB). T h e , h r e f d  FederaI lbgishx 
N o t i e e ~ t h a t D O E w i t l b e ~ ~ i n f i o r a a a r r i o n s b o ~ ~ ~ w c o a l d r r r  
*yes, ino1dhg Carl& as ptnt afthe expamion o f  the scope of the rail. h e  EIS. 
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preference" in the event that the proposed rail mutes are not feasible ox aff-le. Until 
WIEhaMofr)ecisiPnbselectsd&dorfm~aa,the~b 
coxr ib  is  stiil an official option tbr DOE. 

In addition, E d  Camty 58 impacted by e- rail sllld highway c o m ~  The 
U n i o n ~ d ~ n x n s t b n n r g h * ~ ~ a f E ~ C o l m t y , s s ~ ~  
80. U.S. Highway 50 cro- tlw southern put of tbe county, d Highway 278, o h  
used as run when 580 is imppssible, connerchs the two lllijor tbcm-. 

We h e  the fillowing comments umadng tbu s u p  of the &ve. refkcmd EIS 
~ p c e s s , N ~ . ~ a E m p c t s , a n d ~ ~ i n ~ .  

T b e ~ ~ ~ o f t f i e S u p p l e m e n t @ b Y ~ M W F i a a l ~ ~  
Impad Smtement@IS) a t l d t b e ~ m u t ~ h a s b e w ~ ~ i t l g a m r d ~ J n P l e t e .  DOE 
should fnwe tixmmm- in admw with !&dahMm including the A f f d  Units of 

W m  regding timing, M o n  of xxlethg~, and the length of the cmmmt 
perid 

Ori@ally DOE allowed ady 45 days fix the ~ ~ l d a s  d publie to ctummk After 
mpsta fimn the State of Nevada and 0th ~~, DOE provided m a d d i t i d  15 
d a y s . E a n k a ~ b e l i c v t s f h a d f b r t b Y ~ M a ~ p r u j ~ w h i c h j s ~  
~ a a d ~ y e r s i a l , a 9 9 d a y c u r m m ~ ~ i s k m i a m m t h r r t S b o & b e  
~ b y D O E ~ w h ~ l ~ a a d ~ p u b l i E a r e ' b e i n g W t 0 ~  
two @ar q ~ ~ s i t o r y ~ m h d d  EISS at tbe s&ue time. 

W)E heid same public m&gs to gdwr scopin$ comma& but did an ioepf job of 
s c b e d u l i a g . ~ ~ t h a t d N ~ ~ w l e r e l a e l d i n ~ 1 ~ d , ~ ~ s t t d  
F a l l o a @ ~ 1 3 - 3 Q w a s t I z e s a a r e w c e k . I t h a t h N ~ ~ ~ o l i a f ~  
hcldhWmeeliiaghLssV~.~wIr;cyl&Msintho88d~g 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ t o ~ t h e ~ ~ ~ p i t l g ~ n g ~ *  F h U y I W E ' ~ W i n h M h  
d m  means thd the northern Union M e  maintine will mdvu m d y  dl the waste 
~ e n t s h m t t r e ~  ~ i s ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ t h e ~ o f t h e ~  
muidor. DOE s b d d  have held meeting3 in northem Nevada C O ~  & as EUoo, 
Weds, Carlia, Cfescmt Valley, B d e  .Mcmtab, and Wi-m as well as in affkcted 
co~ua i t i e s  in L y ~ t  County. I'Im addition af the Rmo meetin$, while 130-4 
~ ~ h a v e b e e P ~ d t h e ~ ~ ~ . ~ i s a o l t m ~ u a f e s ~ b s t S t u t e f ~ r  
m d u g ~  irr nmhast Nev- 

W e b a v e ~ ~ D O E ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t h e ~ U n i t s o f ~  
GUY- regarding the locfmoa and thing of mdings fw the Bdt B brings. 
We b pwvkhg hput, aPd qpmisrtc tb MIE i a  now mom opea fo holding 
h a r i u @ n t b e s x l e t l s d N & w b m W j l l m .  
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TheDraft l3wimmental Impact Statement should i d d f y  and aaalyze impacts to 
c d d n g  rail Ijaes, and provide a amparison of the Wente mute, ehe! Mba mute and the 
n o a c r i o n ~ e ~ u d b g t h e i r n ~ ~ a d ~ d h m t h e p o i n t ~  
~ ~ t o t b e p o ~ ~ s ~ t u t s e n t e r o n ~ r a i l ~ ~ .  'O%~dysis 
sbould nat be bX& with the o 0 1 S i d  mute d y $ i s ,  buk should be adchsed as part of 
the Nevada d d y s i s ,  

A s a ~ ~ r l ~ r t ~ ~ m a s t j ~ s e l e c t i a n b y  DOEofWanaction 
a k m i v e  (the Csl id or Mina dh} 9x a no mtim dtmmtke, the EIS must 
prr,* an €deqwte cmqamive d y s i s  of i3hmMive. Besawc  ono oft he 
Mente m&hr w o d d ~  use ofdifkent ~~ of the Uflion Pacific maidhe 
tbaa~11~6electi01~oftheffimute, t b s d y s i s o f ~ b ~ a n d ~  
c n s i d a r s ~ i a c l u d t a ~ ~ n ~ e d y & O f t b t c ~ a f w i a g W ~ p a n i m  
~ t r r o f t X l t U ~ P ~ ~ * j l p a r d a t o ~ . t h o s e ~ .  

T h e ~ v e d ~ o f t b e C a l ~ a n d t h c ~ ~ ~ ~ s h D u l d ~ a b t h e  
divisiw point along tlw Upion Pac& mdnline whae rnairPliae access to each ahaative 
vaaies~D~~~poiat;appe9fttobelm~O%cteo,uFah&to~westj;a 
Swmmdn, Cdifbrnia)). 

~adecis~suppartdocllmenteaabringPQEto.ehoa~~thle~ienteandWm 
cxmhfm, the EIS should provide detailed evaluation of the &&@d e2lposme rislr: 
a m d t e l a a a d ~ d T a t e n t f a t a l i t i n ~ W i B ~ W - h & d d &  
~ a m ~ t o r a i t s y s t e m w ~ m i d m t s d ~ d 6 d g t b ~ ~ m u t e  
(hduthg companion Unim Pacific mainline segmm) for the Calkme and Mima 
dtmidivcs. 

The HI3 stS0u.M pvide tin evaluation of the ~ociwxmomic ameqwmm of- 
~ ~ r e r i l ~ ~ t ~ a n s ~ g s f i & m a ~ e f f e c t e t o ~ ~ ~  
aPd the l d  ecloamy a l q t h s  entire study mute (mc3dg campaDiPaUnioaPacEc 
~ s e ~ ) k & ~ ~ B n d M i a a ~ ~ s , F ~ ~ ~ o f  
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s t i g m - ~ a d ~ ; m n a d . t o a d v a l o r e m , ~ a n d u s e t n u r m ~ ~ e ~ ~ e a c h  
~ ~ d c i t y d o a g t h e ~ s t u d y n n r t e s b a a l d d s o b e c o n s i . ~ ~ w e l l ~ ~ ~  
~ 0 f m y e a h t r r u ; e d e m e a g e n c y h t s t : r e s p o n s e ~ t i e s ~ t o  
efbclively  paad ad to inckhW- involving trausp-on of speht mlear fuel. 

DEE shrauld pmvidt~ an a d *  of rail o- inc1udhg pmpsed speeds far d e a  
w m t e ~ & n d t h e ~ W i f h ~ f t a i t l s ~ S h a t e t h e t r a c k . O f  
special~arathe~tlrmu$btbe-rmitieslmtheUtri~~nP~c~ 
idudbgtht City o f W e  CityofEko,tfie City6fCerfla,l3cmwawe,em8~ 
lbhmtah 

l D O E W d ~ f i M s i ~ a a d ~ ~ d @ b e & d e s a r e s l r l t o f  
t h i s ~ y ~ g c ~ g n ~ u g h ~ N e v a d a .  I K ) E ~ d . d ~ ~ d p e  
bath, ~ t i o n a n d u s e d # s i s t i r r g r a i l ~ ~ , a n d d ~ ~ ~ d ~ ~  
~ ~ w i t h e r c i ~ g s i ~ 8 t b e y ~ ~ f o r n u c l ~ ~ e ~ ~ m  
- M ~ ~ t o f A m e t i e a ~ l  lRaih& (Am) o p e m h g p l i & f a r ~ ~ g  
s p a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h f u e l d ~ l e ~ ~ l ~ ~ t h e a e ~ l o ~ & r e d ~ ~ .  
Tbe impad offaltowing this policy an rail W c  on the Union P@c & b e  mss 
n o x t h a J I N ~ s l m c n x l d b e ~ i r r n G 1 ~ ~ p o s s i ) e ~ ~ r  i n d m d m o f  
d l ~ t b ~ " r n ~ " m d " ~ ~ " o f & O r a j n a  I t ~ u l d b e m t e d ~  
t b e ~ ~ d ~ ~ g ~ ~ I r t t ~ c o ~ v e r y w d ~ c t t h e ~ t o  
add-aualm@, 

Withthep&d-iatbem-Nevsrdsrvicinitydk-aed 
~ ~ f a ~ ~ ~ ~ i t l ~ t h e U a i o a ~ c r a i l  liaethraugh 
a o r t b e m N e v a d a L W y s h i ~ i s l g ~ m ~ w i t ) r ~ ~ t o ~ a  

brew.." DOE shwEd ddrasfhepotentirJ.forand inqwts of hazardous mxkids 
~ 0 ~ . W B a t a a e ~ ~ B 1 e n ' s 8 s e m b t i r o ~ w b e z e a ~ ~ a f r m d ~  
~ M f i x Y ~ M ~ o U l d c 0 W w i t b a h a r ; a r d a a P d a l s ~  
b d k a m i z t e ? W h a t c a a b ~ t b ~ t b e ~ k a n d @ o ~ i t o ~ t b e s e  
&W? 

The DEIS s h d d  also exmine the age d adition draitoad ?n%gw md tuuueIs on 
t h e U r d o n P ~ o ~ i u e i n N m & .  W M l % m k a b n t y , ~ m ~ c r f ~  
concefiiac~Waot~to*~~emb*FatisadeaffnrwWlsave 
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aghg tmk, bridge d tril~~el w, are adjacent to the river, are subject to 
flowbg hick emxgeacy respanse aooess, and are vulnd1e to c m n m u p j a  
i n o w .  

The DEB should include adsk zkesmat aed accident me4eqoaw analysis including 
abwndeddy&fbr-of@wastedqbUdonP6whiA 
parabla a d  cmsses amajor river and inter&& highway. A d o  inuoluing an 
accident~thetcsinpl~infottre~Idt]Ri~shawldbeobmsidaed The 
DEIS s 6 0 ~ d d i s c l o r ~ e h o w m u o h t r a E k i s a d j ~ ~ ~ a m b ~ t h e p o ~ ~  
t4etTaCkis-'b1letaew 

I f a ~ k a r ~ . ~ w e r e t o  craah~the~ver , tbEE shoulddischwthe 
rcansequesrc~s of a dase ofmdhtim, tbe c h a  up h e ,  costs involved, and address the 
a i g a l a ~ ~ ~ o o ~ 1 t a r a a 3 d ~ r e s o u r c e s .  

F o r b t e n r m n , h h e ~ ~ S & o a l d ~ ~ ~ ~ l o g y d f l ~ r ~ m e s ~ f b e ~  
x a i l ~ ~ ~ h i s t o ~ ~ ~ f w ~ f O I # : f l d ~ ~ ~ ~  
d ~ s h o u l d d i s o l o s e ~ ~ a s u z e s ~ t r e ~ ~ ~ e ~ w ~ ~  
out iadudiag safe hadxu ddhgs a d  altawive mum. 

Emagemy medical cqdd i t y  is strofber local & o v e m n m ~ l l s f " b ~ .  T b  DEIS 
~ d ~ o s e t h e ~ f o r ~ l o c a l ~ ~ ~ t b e ~ ~ ~ d e  
€ m m g e m y ~ ~ ~ A m l d ~ a a d ~ o f ~ ~ ~ k  
~ ~ y h r r w t h e y w ~ ~ ~ ~ b o f ~ ~ a n d  
==l!=Ym-+ 

The DEIS h o l d  csrerarirre the d and hi@- i n h m e h m  to identi& pwib1e areas 
w h c r e ~ ~ ~ n i s ~ t o ~ p u b ~ ~ & s e r f a ~ ~ w a s t e  
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Far fbe N d  mislhq t m s p o e  cumdor, the DUS should puvide an of 
~ i m p a c t s f r o m ~ s u r e t o n a c l ~ ~ r a i l ~ ~ ~ ~ i e c l u d i r r g ~ ~ ~  
W e s d h a r n e s t h a t f l b e ~ f g ~ m h u s e o f ~ ~ t o t h e  
ds. T h e D E E s h o r d d t h o r a & y d ~ b ~ a r i a n ~ ~  f i  

fmtqmmm and secmity wodm!s and .lnmtRm of the public. 

I n n a a l N e m 4 a i n . t ~ ~  w.... . ' 3 a t i w i s s u m ~ b k a M q e . I t i s  
OM difficult for l d  and state Law eafbcment to commanicata d~ to eqniprmmt amPd 
l x m p a i ~ b *  In f2Cldih the -US xlaftrrtof PJ-pn,* schallms 
for c k  aad eonaistera em&rgez~cy cammuid- It is essential that dl emergency 
~ b e & k . t o ~ ~ m m ~ ~ l F J S s t r o u l d ~ ~ f h e ~ o f ~ ~  
~ ~ ~ m ~ a n d ~ J j ~ ~ i s ~ t D ~ d ~ b  . . ~ & ~ ~ ~ - b h s b i & ; c e g i a a .  

Tbe aJmd Concams dd h m k a  -'s rip0 & b l h i n  
T r - W n  Com'dw h p u ~ t h e 9 : s m i ~  Report, 2#5, should be addrrtssed in ?he 
3efbmd DEB The mrt is 1 4  on the county's website foUows: 
~ : / t w w w . ~ h w ~ ~ ~ e p o / c o Y e r , k t m  

~ N ~ d W W ~ z h a Q D O B w i U b e ~ ~ ~ o n W i t ~ i n  
&Y~M~WEISinoIvlettoahaly;tehWmutRintbe~oftaee 
0 t h  sgras tbst w m  amidwed jP the Find EfS, In addition to the cammeofs below, 
~ t J S O B g k ~ y 0 u d ~ i n t b e ~ i m a g E t s i ~ i n E m k a C o n a t y ' s ~  
Bssesmmt Rapart on hapused S M !  N d e m  Fuel andHi&hZ 
Rarirolacrive W d e  tlrrmgh EweRa €hm@, N i  pqm-edjii the Bweh Cmdy 
B o c r r d ~ C ~ ~ n a s ,  A w w ,  2W. The reparc is located on our webs& 
~ : / ~ . ~ ~ ~ u i n  or@tcrOI.hna 

Dmiq  tb public hearing in C m m i  Valley, Nw&, oa tht Yucca M a d  DEB, a 
l a n g t i m e r e e i W c 0 ~ ~ g o l d e s c p l ~ w o ~ o c n r r b t h e ~ V ~ y  
a a d u v ~ u l d b e a ~ ~ u a e a r i d ~ e ~ ~ t h e ~ l i a e - ~ ~  
bas m e  to pass, A & h  at Mclr Cbld Ckqmwicm's Ca~Jin qxdiaas have 
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kimsed SUM* sinw 1999 (Barrick acquired 60% ownership ofthe upaatbn in 
i f s ~ a n w c y 2 0 0 6 p ~ ~ f P l a c e r D 6 m e ) .  T B e P i ~ p i t ~ c m p r o j ~ a r t ~ e  
historic Gold Acres Mining District began with completion ofa Supplemdd EIS in 
Dece~nber of 2004. That project is directly west and adjacent to the contemplated rail 
dgment Pit qmsion b;as inmami the amount of heavy equipment operated is 
scodhm Crewat Valley and dxhmtidly letrgdreued the lifk of the Pipeline projat 
~ ~ ~ o f t h e ~ ~ e r l i g R u l e a t i s t h e p r a p o d P e d i m e a f a n d ~  
HiUsmhm. A c o m ~ ~ S f ~ t w t h ~ f ~ ~ ~ i s ~ t I y i a ~ ~  
Expldm soulhest of& Cartez Hills project, lmtwwm Hnm Csmrygn and T& 
S ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ d i g t t . i o t m a y ~ y ~ m p m p w t i ~  
~ b O f h e ~ o f t h e ~ T ~ .  B t h i s i ~ t h e ~ ~ t h e " ~ ~ 6 w i U  
d k l i v d y  bisecf the main ~~ tretwSern E m l a  Town and Cresoent Valley 
T o n  CaanWde- ra i lW, *ddbnrveamajwmio  
transparzratiaarirrE&C-. 

~ o ~ ~ m e g s m ~ E ~ t o i m p ~ b b s v e n t o f a n 8 ~ ~ i ~ ~  
M p ~ t i s s t i l I ~ f e t a b e b ~ ~ n d e r q T b e D H S M i n r ; i P d e  
aenf@emiti~9n@aato~~lor:d~~dornt~incrwrsed 
c Q s t s & s a d o f ~ p n , ~ m u l t i ~ ~ ~ g n t a Y ~ M a r m f a i n .  
Some exaPnp9a of these ittclleascd c0sts:~lude but am mt Wted to: emergency 
~ ~ I # t s o o n e l , ~ ~ ~ o e s , ~ ~ d i a n s  
~ b g y , l a w ~ ~ m d ~ b s s t o b u s ~ i ~ e s o t ~  
g ~ ~ e m m m t a s t h e ~ a s ~ & ~ w ~ ~ q ~  
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F W y ,  m g  mnsultatian and cammunidon, the Drrnft EIS should dearly &fine 
the c~mmrmiation azechanistw to be employed between DOE and all of  the identified 
stakbolders especially l d  jurisdictions in Nevada a f f d  by nuclear waste w b  
OR exkhg rail lines and the proposed d cmidurs. 

ThanB you i3r camidmirqg our comments. If you hue questionsP please colltact me at 
7751237-5372. 

cc: AbbyJohnswr - - Esq 
Rick Moore 
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P.O. BOX 7f4 
EUREKA, NEVADA 8931 6 
PHONE nm7-5372 
RlOne: 775lZ37-5717 
F ~ W  nmmcm 

EUREKA COUNTY 
PUBLIC WORKS 

Phone: pages INCLUDING COVER SHEET 

Re: Eureka County Comments G o  

U Ugent For R d e w  0 Please Cammeart I3 Please Reply Please Recyde 


