C DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Public Health Service

MAY I 2 20[]3 Indian Health Service

Rockville MD 20852

Dear Tribal Leaders and Comunity Al cohol Directors:

The Indian Health Service (IHS), in cooperation with the Center
for Substance Abuse Treatnment (CSAT), and the Center for

Subst ance Abuse Prevention (CSAP) in the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAVHSA), invites you to
attend a national neeting, "Building Partnerships To Meet

Subst ance Abuse Prevention and Treatnent Challenges in Anerican
I ndian and Al aska Native Conmunities,” June 25-26, 2003, in

San Diego, California. Pl ease review the enclosed flyer

regardi ng the neeting.

This nmeeting will provide Anerican Indian and Al aska Native
(Al/AN) Tribes, Tribal alcohol program staff, urban Indian health
al cohol program personnel, and State al cohol and substance abuse
officials the opportunity to coordinate responses to the
chal l enges facing Al/AN al cohol and substance abuse treatnment and

preventi on. It is nmy hope that by working together, new
strategi es and partnerships wll energe.
The nmeeting will highlight the current challenges facing our

communities, such as the rise in the use of nethanphetam nes and
the m suse of prescription narcotics. W also seek to bring
potential Federal, State, and private-sector funding sources
together so that our conmunities can better access their

resour ces. I am pl eased that both CSAT and CSAP have conmitted
to ensure the participation of State prevention and treatnent
officials from each of the 35 reservation States.

Pl ease consider participating in this opportunity to address
difficult issues in the franework of partnership and
col I aborati on.

Sincerely yours,

Clronlar L. .DDS
Charles Gim DLO.S., MHS A
Assi stant Surgeon GCener al
Interim Director

Encl osure



