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Blue River Landscape StudyBlue River Landscape Study
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The relevance of historyThe relevance of history

Why consider history?
Is history dead?
If we use history as a template, what from the past 
is relevant to the future?  State what is 
included/excluded from consideration.
A science agenda: What are the consequences of 
different types and degrees of deviation from past 
forest conditions? 
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Lessons from FloodsLessons from Floods

A learning opportunity
Assess management effects over 
time
Debris slides and flows in time 
and space
Road-sediment routing
Disturbance propagation
Riparian vegetation disturbance



Climate change viewsClimate change views

It’s real and important!
Distinctive features of westside climate and 
forests may limit climate change and effects
Importance of threshold ecosystem behaviors
Triggers of climate and forest change: social, 
natural variability, gradual climate change
We are still learning how to think about it – e.g., 
suppression vs. climate effects on fire
Hard to predict watershed and ecological 
responses to climate change



SummarySummary
Our Pacific Northwest landscapes are very 
dynamic – the dynamics vary geographically 
We are still learning about the system –
updating earlier views, updating long-term 
studies, identifying new issues to address
Federal forest lands: a blend of land use 
legacies and native forests – present 
management is much reduced and largely 
restricted to existing plantations and roads



SummarySummary

Interactions of planned management and natural 
processes will determine future forest landscape 
patterns.
Use of historic landscape dynamics to guide 
future Federal land management may help us 
balance our many management objectives
Sustained, place-based research-management 
partnership is a critical learning environment.



Policy ConsiderationsPolicy Considerations

We need good, formal and informal communication 
between institutions at multiple levels
Let’s get serious about sustained, place-based 
adaptive management in research-management-
public partnership
Retain flexibility for local decisions to match 
practices with the land
Work for public understanding of the complexities 
of forests and watersheds across ownerships


