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offloaded, if any. A vessel that hag not
exceeded the landing limir angd is
offloading and ending irs trip by calling

coastline at 42°00' N lat. and running
castward along 42°00' N lat. unti] it
intersects with 63°30° W. long., then
northward along 69°30" W long. untif it
Intersects with 42020 N. lat., then

intersects with the U.S.-Canada
maritime boundary, Provided that jt
does not fish north of this exemption
area for a minimyum of 30 consecutive
days (when fishing under the
multispecies DAS program), and has on
board an authorization letrer issued by
the Regiona] Administrater. Vessels
exempt from the landing fimit
requirement may transit the GOM/GB
Regulated Mesh Area north of this
EXemption area, provided that their gear
is stowed in accordance with one of the
Provisions of § 648.81(e).

Transiting A vessel that has
exceeded the cod trip limit as specified
in Paragraph (b}{1) of this section and is,
therefore, subject to remain in port for
the period of time described in
paragraph (b){1) (i1) (A) of this section,
Ay transit to another Port during this
time, provided that the vessel Operator
notifies the Regional Administrator {see
Table | to § 600.502 for the Regional

dministrator's address) either at the
iime the vesse] reports its hailed weight
of cod or at a later titme prior to
lransiting, and provides the following
information: Vesse] name and permit
number, destination port, time of
departure, and eéstimated time of arrivaj,
A vesse] transiting under thig provision
MUST Stow its gear in accordance with
one of the methods specified in

§648.81 {e}, and may not have any fish
on board the vessel,
* * * * *
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National OQeeanic ang Atmospheric
Administratfcn

$0 CFR Part 679
[.D. 1105974
RIN: 0648-AHg7

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Forage Fish Species
Category

AGENCY: Nationa] Marine Fisheries
Service {NMFS), Nationaj Oceanic ang
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of availability of
amendments 1o fishery management
plans; request for Comments.

Fishery Management plap for
Groundfish of the Gulf of Alaska (FMPs)
for Secretariaj Teview. Amendments 36
and 39 would define a forage fish
SPecies category in both FMPs ang
implemen: associated management
measures. The intended effect of the
amendrments §s g prevent the
development of an unrestricted fishery
for forage fish, which are a critical food

DATES: Comments on Amendment 36
and 3% must he received by January 12,
1998,

ADDRESSES: Comments on Amendments
36 and 39 should be submiitted to the
Assistant Regional Administrator,
Sustainable F isheries Division, Alaska
Region, NMFs, P.O. Box 21668, Juneauy,
AK 89802.1668, Attn: Lori Gravel, or
delivered to the Federa] Building, 709
West Gtk Street, Juneay, AK. Copies of
the amendments and the Envimnmenta]

Assessment/Regulatory Impact Review
Prepared for the amendments are
available from NMFS at the above
address, or by calling the Alaska Region,
NMES, at 907-586--7228

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kent
Lind, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The intent
of the Counci] is to implement 3

a manner that prevents the development
of a commercial directed fishery for

meastires for thig Species category wi
be specified in regulations and may
include such measures as prohibjtions
on directed fishing, limitations on
allowable bycatch retention amounts, or
limitations on the sale, barter, trade ar
any other commerciaj exchange, as wel}
as the Processing of forage fish in a
commercial Processing facility,

A proposed rule to implement

endments 36 and 39 has been

received from the Council. In
accordance with the Magnuson—Stevens
Act, NMFS is évaluatirg the proposed
rule to determine whether it is
Consistent with the amendments, the

agnuson-Stevens Act, and other
applicable law. If that determination s
affirmative, NMFS wiil publish it in the
Federa} Register for public review angd
comment,

Comments received by January 12,
1998, whether specifically directed to
the amendment or the proposed ruje,
will be considered by NMFS in its
decision to approve, disapprove, of
Partially approve Amendments 36 and
39. Comments received after that date
will not be considered by NMFg in this

Dated: November 5, 1997.
Gary C. Matlock,

Direcror Cffice of § ustainable Fisherips,
Nationai Marine Fisheries Service,
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