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in these services will be required to
demonstrate that they meet the criteria set
forch in quality as small businesses. See
generally 47 CFR Past L. Subpart Q
tcomperitive bidding proceedings;. Any
small business apphcant wishing to avail
isetf of small business provisions wiil nead
0 make the general financial disclosuras
necessary (o esiablish that the small business
s in fact small.

15, If this oceurs, prior to auction sach
smali business applicant will be required o
submit an FCC Form 175, OMB Clearance
Nurmnber 3060-0600. The estimated tirre for
filling out an FCC FOrm 173 is 43 minures,
Inaddinon w Hling an FCC Form 175, each
applicant must submit information regarding
the ownership of the applicant, any jeint
venture arrangements or bidding consortia
that the applicant has entered into, and
financiai information which demansirates
that a small business wishing o qualify for
wistallment pavments and b:ddmﬂ credits is
asmall business. Applicants that o not have
sudited financial statements available will be
permitted o certify to the validity of their
financial showings. While many Ssmalt
businesses have chosen to employ artarneys
prior w filing an application to participate in
I auchion, ihe rules are proposed so thar a
stmall business working with the informarion
i1 bidder information package can file an
mpir'rx:m o1 its own. When an applicans

s fHcense, it wiil be required to submit
+ FCC Form 494 {cormmon carrier) or FCO
113 402 {private radic}, which will require
eefical 1r1£ormamm regarding the

apolicant's proposals Far providing service

This .Jppnmuon will require information

e 'ded 0y an engineer who will have
2 al the systems design. (Also. the
Commission is current] W je\relopmg I singie.
consstidated \!—\S form, FCC Far'n H:\

1 &udes Thae May Duplicare.
ar Conflict With the Proposals

5. None

C. Sigmificant Alrernatives Mirimizing the
‘mpact arn Small Encitiss Consistent vhrh the
tecd Objecrives

7. The VPRM solicits cornment on a

of propesals. some of which are
ved beiow. Any significant alternarives
ssented 0 the comments will be
censitersd As noted, we have requested
wirunent regarding the establishment of a
Gusiness definition for MAS. We also
amiment generatly on the existence of
aiites it MAS and how many total
- 2xisting and potential, would be
1 by the propased rules in the NPRAL
we request that each commenter
~hweiher 145 a Usmall business”
e of the two SBA definitions
' supra-—either emploving fewer
piovees for radiotelephone
NS companies) or having
21pts of 33 rullion ar tess ifor
U G(NEN Message CoOmMmunications

ATErY

deser

sl

P

& COmmission expects that licensin g
Based MAS bands by geographuc

srea s peoposed. will assist small

businesses. As described supra, such
licensing makes expansion of aperations
easier. and this flexibility assists ail licanses.
including small business licensees. We also
believe that the proposed EA geographic arez
service area is large enough to support the
services camemph ed w h:ie being small
enough to be atmactive 1o small business
entties. The NPRY also proposes a purely
pr.»aze alincation for ucenses using MAS
solely for internal uses. In: addition, the
pmposed flexible approach to the build-cut
of MAS svstems wil) assist licensess,
inciuding small business licensees, in
deswnmg and impiementing their particular
business plans. while the pardtioning and
disaggregation proposals will assist those
smali busmesses that might otherwise be

unable to acquire a “full” license as currently

configured. Finally, we believe that the
proposed spectrum auction will assist small
eneities desiring o ohrain MAS licenses. This
approach gets Eagenses £0 those most likely ro
use them mast eifectively. By contrast. when
awarding licenses by iouernes s only
commdema{ when the license i is awarded to
the entity best suited o using the license.
Lsmg lotzeries, therefore. cr 2aILS uncerainey
for all would-be licensees, including those
that are smal! business, We seek comment « G
alt proposals and alternanves described in
the VPRM. and the impact that such
proposals and atternatives might have on
smali entities.
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ACTION: Notice of availabtlity: request
for comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS anncunces the
availability of 2 secand Draft
;mple'n»mafmp Plan (Plan) For the Code
of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries
{Code; and invites review and romment
The purpose and intended effect of this
action is w0 improve the document and
inform the public of its content.
DATES: Commenfs should be submirted
onor befare April 281997
ADDRESSES: Se (2 Comments o Maren
Milazzo. internanicnal Fisheries
Division. Of 37 Sustainable
Fisheries, N\ I:S. 1315 East-Wess
Highwazy, Silver Spring, MD 20610

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT;
Martceo Milazzo, 301-713-22765.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On July
23, 1996, NMFS anncunced the
availability of an inigal Plan for zhe
Code in the Federal Regiszer (5]
38703) and requested comments bv
September 23, 1996, At the close of this
period, it became clear that severa; of
the public comments raised subsantive
issues, During the same period, two
other relevant developments ook slace.
First. the Congress passed numerous
and significant amendmeants o the
\fac“uson Stevens Fishery
Censewanon and Management Act in
the form of the Sustamame Fisheries
»‘i 1 {SFA} and. second. NOAA/NMFES
meved into the finai and substantive
phase of its lang-term program pianning
exerczse the \\E'"S Fisheries Strategic
Pian

The requirements of the SFA and the
Strategic Plan point in the same
directions as the Code. In effect. NMFS
will impiement the Code d comestically
as it carries cut its Congressionally
mandated mspcnsxbm: es and the
objectives of the Strategic Plan.
Accordingly, NMFS has redrafed rhe
Plan. taking intw account (1) the
comments received on zhe first drafi; (2)
the guidance provided by Congress in
the Sus’amai‘: ¢ Fisheries Act and : ‘31
the tong-term program planning that is
being developed Ehiouw the NMFS
Fisheries Strategic Plan

With this nonce. \"d’“b notifies the
public of the secand draft’s availability
for commeni. [t mc.udes the Agency's
definition of 2 sustainab ;5he"\, be.,
ane in which the rate or | c»e% of fishi ng
mortaiity does not jecpardize the
capacity of the fishery e preduce the
Mmaximum susiainable vield on a

tontinging basis.

For further bacrzgmunf‘ and rationale
for the Plan, please refer 1o the notice of
availability pubiished on July 25, 1396,
U.SC 1801 er seq.

Dated: March 6 1997,

Naney Faster

Depuw Assistane Administracor for Fisheries
National Marine Fishertes Serv e
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