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C o u n c i l m a n 
Manuel Rico is living proof 
of what our great country 
has to offer.  He began his 
working career as a blue 
collar worker in the 1970’s, 
became a business owner 
/ operator in the 1980’s 
and 90’s, and is now a 
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Dear Neighbor, 
 This month’s Common Ground features City 
Council District 7 Representative Manuel Rico as 
well as many exciting upcoming events.  Most 
prominently, I am excited about the 8th Annual 
Neighborhoods and Codes Conference scheduled 
September 27th through the 29th.  If you have not 
already registered, but would like to attend, please 
contact us as we are focusing this year’s confer-
ence workshops on information and activities in-
tended to strengthening communities. 
 
Please feel free to call our office at any time with questions or concerns. We 
appreciate your interest and involvement. 
 
Sincerely, 
Beverly P. Johnson, Administrator 

bly be at 60. 
For daily guid-

ance, Councilman Rico 
refers to his principles, val-
ues, and answering to a 
higher power.  He carries 
a sense of duty to the 
community as well as the 
need to serve any group 
or situation needing help.  
For example, he felt  
called to run for office, 
after finding that others 
wanted him to lead and 
felt that he could be fair.  
He wants the community 
he lives in to be repre-
sented in the best possible 
way.  

His strong work 
(Continued on page 2) 

well respected commu-
nity leader and City 
Councilman.   

Councilman Rico’s  
background allows him to 
see life from a uniquely 
different point of view 
than most might expect.  
He sees these viewpoints 
as a huge advantage, 
especially in representing 
and leading the District 7 
community.  Councilman 
Rico relates with diverse 
groups of people, regard-
less of race or socioeco-
nomic level.  He attests to 
the fact that as a child he 
was as poor as anyone 
could be, and now feels 
as blessed he could possi-
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ethic and habits helped him cre-
ate a successful business that he 
has operated since 1986.  He 
started Rico Monuments after the 
company he worked for over 17 
years went out of business.  Much 
of the ability that makes him effec-
tive as a councilman was formed 
as he was transforming from an 
employee to a business man.  

During the years as he op-
erated his business, he reached 
out to the communities in the city 
and surrounding areas, making 
contacts and creating a name for 
himself in the monuments industry.  

 After over 15 years of work-
ing with various civic groups and 
establishing his business with his 
wife Barbara, he found himself 
more than willing to serve the 
Chattanooga community in any 
capacity possible.  He believes 
that anyone in a position to serve 
the community should whenever 
possible. 

Councilman Rico has a 
style all his own in politics. He 
speaks his mind and answers from 
the heart on every subject.  He 
believes issues should be pre-
sented in simple form and they 

should be resolved by doing what 
is right for the community.  He also 
does not believe that you can al-
ways be politically correct when 
the truth needs to be stated.  

Councilman Rico keeps a 
full schedule because he does not 
turn away any group or situation  
requiring his support. Councilman 
Rico also does not believe in retire-
ment, so he intends to serve the 
community for the rest of his life. 
Serving others has become his full-
time job, and there is no retire-
ment plan for that. 
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8th Annual Neighborhoods and Codes Conference8th Annual Neighborhoods and Codes Conference   

 Later this month, the City of 
Chattanooga’s Department of 
Neighborhood Services and Com-
munity Development  presents the 
8th Annual Neighborhoods and 
Codes Conference beginning 
Wednesday, September 27th 
through Friday, September 29th at 
the Chattanooga Convention 
Center.  The conference theme is 
“Laying the Foundation for Better 
Neighborhoods, One Brick at a Time, 
through Education, Opportunities and 
Experience.” 
 Unlike previous years, at-
tendees of this year’s conference 
may enjoy educational workshops 
ABSOLUTELY FREE OF CHARGE.*   
 Keynote speakers will in-
clude:  
• Dr. Jim Scales, Superintendent, 

Hamilton County Department 
of Education 

• Mayor Terry Bellamy of Ashe-
ville, NC 

• Jim Holloway, Air Pollution Bu-
reau, Chattanooga, TN 

 

Neighborhood Conference Work-
shops include: 
 
• “Codes for Dummies” - Basic 

City Codes Requirements and 
Enforcement Processes 

• Grassroots Fundraising 
• “Common Vision” - The Basics 

of Community Organizing 
• Disability Issues in Neighbor-

hoods 
• Good Hearted Neighbors En-

during a “Good Time House”: 
Abating Chronic Nuisance 
Properties 

• Landlords and Tenants Both 
Have Rights—Here’s What They 
Are! 

• Lead Based Paint Work Prac-
tices (All Day Training) 

• Gentrification 
• Neighborhood Planning and 

Neighborhood Plans 
• Conflict Resolution: Respect, 

Interests, and Opportunity for 
Growth 

• Challenges in Youth Develop-
ment 

Codes Conference Workshops will 
include: 
 
• Nuisance Properties: The Role 

of Code Enforcement 
• Plumbing and Electrical Code 

Concepts 
• Cost Estimating 
• Life Safety Code Principles 
• Arson Investigation 
• Principles of the International 

Code Council (ICC) Existing 
Building Code 

 
 
 
 
R E G I S T R A T I O N  D E A D L I N E : 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2006 
 

 
  

For more information on registration and workshops, call us at (423)425-3700 or visit us on the  
City of Chattanooga website at: http://www.chattanooga.gov/Neighborhood_Services/86_3038.htm. 

*Neighborhood Conference: Limited to 
the first 300 registrants 
Codes Conference: Limited to the first 
150 registrants 
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 The Chatta-
nooga Neighborhood 
Association Council 
(CNAC) had a great 
turnout for their annual 

Fourth of July weekend celebra-
tion hosted by the East Lake 
Neighborhood Association.   
 Local candidates vying for 
various government posts during 
the recent August primary and 
general elections attended as 
featured guests at this celebration.  
The candidates addressed and 
interacted with citizens in atten-
dance, promoting the various 
qualities that each hoped to offer 
the Chattanooga community if 

elected. 
 CNAC meets every fourth 
Monday at 6: 00 p. m. in the Com-
munity Foundation offices, located 
at 1270 Market Street.  Represen-
tatives of various neighborhood 
associations comprise CNAC.    
CNAC believes working with 
neighborhood associations pro-
vides a greater opportunity for 
success on neighborhood initia-
tives.  It is this notion that is the es-
sence of the creation and devel-
opment of CNAC, as single entity 
working in conjunction  with all 
neighborhoods in Chattanooga.  
CNAC stands firmly behind their 
mission statement, “To be a unified 

community voice promoting a 
better quality of life for all Chatta-
nooga Neighborhoods.”  
 CNAC continues efforts to 
fill the remaining 12 seats in its gov-
erning body, which has three- (3) 
representative seats per City 
Council District.  Each of the three- 
(3) members must be from differ-
ent geographic parts of their re-
spective City Council Districts.  City 
Council Districts 2, 3, 4, 6, and 8 
are currently experiencing the 
greatest need of representation. 
 For more information re-
garding district participation 
please contact Charles Payne, 
President of CNAC at 899-1748.  

 The City of Chattanooga 
Parks and Recreation Department 
and the Flamingo Skateshop pre-
sent the First Annual “Permanent 
Vacation” Skateboard Contest at 
the city’s “Chattown Skate Park” 
on Saturday, September 9th from 
9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.   
 The competition is open to 
all ages and will test the skate 
boarding skills from all levels – be-
ginners, intermediate, and ad-
vanced participants.  
 Event coordinator, Jan Ney-
man, explains, “having a competi-
tion event like this not only in-
creases awareness and knowledge 
of the sport, it also gives recogni-
tion to these awesome athletes.”   
“Skateboarding has become so 
popular that the Olympics Commit-
tee is considering adding it as an 
event in the ‘X-Treme Games’ 

category because it takes a great 
deal of precision, coordination, 
and practice to do what they do!”   
Ms. Neyman adds, “our city’s skate 
park and programs have attracted 
the attention of skateboard enthu-
siasts in Atlanta, Knoxville, and 
Huntsville and the upcoming event 
will bring contestants from all over 
the tri-state area.” 
 Many professional manu-
facturers and suppliers will provide 

prizes for the first, second, and third 
place winners in each category.  
Ms. Neyman adds, “we are 
pleased that the younger aged 
“beginners” will have a chance to 
participate because it recognizes 
them for their interest and encour-
ages them to increase their skills.”  
 There will also be food for 
sale, door prizes, and give-a-ways.  
There is a $10.00 entry fee and pre-
registration is encouraged.  Inter-
ested participants can sign up at 
the Chattown Skate Park, 757-2076 
or the Flamingo Skateshop, 892-
9997.   
 The hours for the Chattown 
Skate Park are:  Monday – Wednes-
day: 4:00 – 8:00 p.m., Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday: 4:00 – 10:00 
p.m., Saturday: Noon to 10:00 p.m. 
and Sunday: Noon to 8:00 p.m.   

Neighborhood NotesNeighborhood Notes  
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DISTRICT 7 NEIGHBORHOOD MEETING 
Hosted by Mayor Ron Littlefield and Councilman Manuel Rico 

Chattanooga Christian School 
3354 Charger Drive 

September 14, 2006 —— 6:30 PM 



Community Development Program Calendar 
 

Allocation / Public Process 
& 

Workshops 
 
October 2, 2006  Invitations mailed to Public / Nonprofits Announcing CD of Workshops 
 
October 16, 2006  Workshop: HOME Investment Act (First Floor DRC, 9:00-12 noon) 
 
October 17, 2006  Workshop: CDBG (First Floor DRC, 9:00-12 noon) 
 
October 19, 2006  Workshop: ESG (First Floor DRC-------10:00-12 noon) 
 
November 2, 2006  Application/Allocation Process Workshop (First Floor DRC, 5:00-6:30pm) 
 
December 7, 2006  Technical Assistance Workshop 
 
December 15, 2006   Applications Due:  4:00pm (Community Development Office) 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
  

 The Department Neighborhood Services and Community Development, acting on behalf of the City 
of Chattanooga, is responsible for the administration of Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG), Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG), the HOME Investment Partnership Act Funds and American 
Dream Downpayment Initiative (ADDI) from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD).  In accordance with the Citizens Participation requirements of Section 104 (a)(3) of the Housing 
and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, and with HUD regulations 24 CFR 91, the 
City hereby makes available to the public the Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Re-
port (CAPER) for the 2005-2006 program year.  Citizens wishing to review the Performance Report may 
do so at the following location: 

 
  Community Development Office 

100 East 11th Street 
Room 201 

City Hall Annex Building 
Chattanooga, TN 37402 

 
 The report will be available from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. Monday thru Friday. 

Comments will be received until Friday, September 22, 2006 

Public Notice: Public Notice: Public Notice:       

Visit the City of Chattanooga on the web at: Visit the City of Chattanooga on the web at:   
http://www.chattanooga.gov/http://www.chattanooga.gov/ 

CHATTANOOGA NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES DEPARTMENT  
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7—Environmental Court (also to be held on the 14th, 21st, and 28th) 
Location: Courts Building, Division II, 2nd Floor 
600 Market Street 
Time: 10:00 AM 
 
11—Regional Planning Agency Meeting 
Location: Hamilton County Courthouse 
625 Georgia Avenue 
Time: 1:00 PM 
 
12—Sector 2 Community Policing Interactive Committee (CPIC) - (Echo and Fox zones)  
Location: Parkridge Diagnostic Center 
2205 McCallie Avenue 
Time: 6:00 PM 
 
13—Board of Zoning Appeal Meeting 
Location: City Council Building 
1000 Lindsay Street 
Time: 10:00 AM 
 
14—Mayor’s Neighborhood Meeting (District 7) 
Location: Chattanooga Christian School 
3354 Charger Drive 
Time: 6:30 PM 
 
25—Chattanooga Neighborhood Association Council Meeting 
Location: Community Foundation of Greater Chattanooga 
1270 Market Street 
Time: 6:00 PM 
 
27— Demolition Hearings 
Location: Development Resource Center, Conference Room 1A 
1250 Market Street 
Time:  10:00 AM 
 
27—Court Watch 
Location: East Lake Seniors Center 
3208 15th Avenue 
Time: 11:30 AM 
 
27 - 29—8th Annual Neighborhoods and Codes Conference 
Location: Chattanooga Convention Center 
1100 Carter Street 
Time(s): 27th— (Wednesday) 4:30 PM—9:00 PM 
 28th— (Thursday) 7:45 AM - 4:30 PM 
 29th— (Friday) 8:00 AM - 12:30PM 
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Neighborhood Partners Projects for Beautification 
 

The Department of Neighborhood Services and Community Development is still accepting appli-
cations for the Neighborhood Partners Projects for Beautification.  A maximum of $1,500 will be 
awarded for landscaping and beautification efforts within Chattanooga’s neighborhoods.   
 

To request guidelines and applications, please contact Darius Swoope at (423) 425-3718. 



Upcoming Event: Go!FestUpcoming Event: Go!Fest  

 
 
 

 
What:   Go!Fest—a festival celebrating how people of all 
   abilities can work, live and play together 
 
When:   Saturday, October 14, 2006 Noon - 6pm 
 
Where:   First Tennessee Pavillion  -  Chattanooga, TN 
 
Admission:  Free admission - open to the public. 
 
Entertainment:  Paul Bunyan Lumberjack Shows (3 performances),  
   Music from Overland Express, Tennessee Rounders, 
   Stephen Owen, The Orange Grove Singers, street 
   performers and more. 
 
Activities:  Arts and Crafts Booths, Job Fair, Children’s Activities 
   include pony rides and a petting zoo.   
   Athletic events: Wheelchair basketball & soccer. 
 
Exhibitors:  Over 50 exhibitors will showcase services and products 
   for people of all abilities, in addition to a variety of food 
   & beverage concessions. 
 
Information:  For more information, call (423) 756-2211 
   Sponsorship info:   Sallie Beckes  Sallie@riverbendfestival.com 
   Exhibitor info:   Karen Shostak     Karen@riverbend festival.com 
 
Transportation:  CARTA Care - A - Van transportation is available to Go!Fest. 
   For reservations, call (423) 698-9083 24 hours or more in advance. 
 
 
Go!Fest is presented by UnumProvident and sponsored by BI-LO, HealthSouth, Coca Cola, The Chatta-
nooga Times Free Press, US-101 and Fairway Outdoor. 
 
 
Go!Fest is produced by Friends of the Festival, Inc. in partnership with the Mayor’s Office and the City of 
Chattanooga. 
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