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NMFS, through another notification in
the Federal Register. The restrictions,
both mandatory and voluntary, will be
announced to state officials, fishermen,
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction
Team (ALWTRT) members, and other
interested parties through e-mail, phone
contact, NOAA website, and other
appropriate media immediately upon
filing with the Federal Register.

Classification

In accordance with section 118(f)(9) of
the MMPA, the AA has determined that
this action is necessary to implement a
take reduction plan to protect North
Atlantic right whales.

This action falls within the scope of
alternatives and impacts analyzed in the
Final EA prepared for the ALWTRP’s
DAM program. Further analysis under
the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) is not required.

Providing prior notice and an
opportunity for public comment on this
action would prevent NMFS from
executing its functions to protect and
reduce serious injury and mortality of
endangered right whales. To meet the
goals of the DAM program, the agency
needs to be able to create a DAM zone
and implement restrictions on fishing
gear as soon as possible once the criteria
are triggered and NMFS determines that
a DAM restricted zone is appropriate.
The criteria were triggered with respect
to this rule on June 18, 2002. If NMFS
were to provide notice and an
opportunity for public comment prior to
the creation of a DAM restricted zone,
the aggregated right whales would be
vulnerable to entanglement which could
result in serious injury and mortality.
Therefore, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
553(b)(B), the AA finds that good cause
exists to waive notice and an
opportunity to comment on this action
to implement a DAM restricted zone to
reduce the risk of entanglement of
endangered right whales in commercial
lobster trap and anchored gillnet gear as
such procedures would be
impracticable.

For the same reasons, the AA finds
that, under 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3), good
cause exists to waive the 30—day delay
in effective date. If NMFS were to delay
for 30 days the effective date of this
action, the aggregated right whales
would be vulnerable to entanglement
which could result in serious injury and
mortality. Nevertheless, NMFS
recognizes the need for fishermen to
have time to remove their gear from a
DAM zone once one is approved. Thus,
NMFS makes this action effective
beginning at 0001 hours July 1, 2002,
through 2400 hours July 15, 2002.
NMFS will also endeavor to provide

notice of this action to fishermen
through other means as soon as
possible.

NMFS determined that the regulations
establishing the DAM program and
actions such as this one taken pursuant
to those regulations are consistent to the
maximum extent practicable with the
enforceable policies of the approved
coastal management program of the U.S.
Atlantic coastal states. This
determination was submitted for review
by the responsible state agencies under
section 307 of the Coastal Zone
Management Act. Following state
review of the regulations creating the
DAM program, no state disagreed with
NMFS' conclusion that the DAM
program is consistent to the maximum
extent practicable with the enforceable
policies of the approved coastal
management program for that state.

The DAM program under which
NMFS is taking this action contains
policies with federalism implications
warranting preparation of a federalism
assessment under Executive Order
13132. Accordingly, in October 2001,
the Assistant Secretary for
Intergovernmental and Legislative
Affairs, DOC, provided notice of the
DAM program to the appropriate elected
officials in states to be affected by
actions taken pursuant to the DAM
program. Federalism issues raised by
state officials were addressed in the
final rule implementing the DAM
program. A copy of the federalism
Summary Impact Statement for that
final rule is available upon request (see
ADDRESSES).

This rule has been determined to be
not significant under Executive Order
12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.and 50
CFR 229.32(g)(3)

Dated: June 26, 2002.
William T. Hogarth,

Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 02-16537 Filed 6—27—-02; 10:47 am]
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ACTION: Technical correction.

SUMMARY: NMFS is correcting the title of
the Fishery Management Plan for the
Salmon Fisheries in the Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) off Alaska (FMP).
This action is necessary to make the
name of the FMP in Federal regulations
consistent with the actual name of the
FMP as approved by the Secretary of
Commerce (Secretary). The intended
effect of this action is regulatory
consistency, and it will have no effect
on any person fishing in the EEZ for any
species.

DATES: Effective on July 31, 2002.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Patsy A. Bearden, 907-586—7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Salmon
fisheries in the EEZ off Alaska are
managed pursuant to the FMP prepared
by the North Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council) and
approved and implemented by the
Secretary under authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act. The
original title of the salmon FMP was the
“Fishery Management Plan for the High
Seas Salmon Fishery off the Coast of
Alaska East of 175 Degrees East
Longitude.”

Over time, the international regime
affecting salmon fisheries changed and
the Council revisited its salmon
management policies. In 1989, the
Council adopted an amendment to the
FMP (Amendment 3) which, among
other things, changed the title of the
FMP to, “Fishery Management Plan for
the Salmon Fisheries in the EEZ off the
Coast of Alaska.” The Secretary
approved Amendment 3 to the FMP in
1990, and published implementing rules
on November 15, 1990 (55 FR 47773).

NMEF'S has discovered that regulations
implementing Amendment 3 did not
include the new title of the FMP. This
change should have been included in
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the 1990 regulatory changes
implementing Amendment 3 but was
not due to oversight. No public
comment was received on these or any
of the other changes made by
Amendment 3. Subsequent
consolidation of all Federal fishery
regulations off Alaska pursuant to
President Clinton’s Regulatory Reform
Initiative did not correct the error (62
FR 19686, April 23, 1997).

This action corrects this error by
changing the title of the FMP as it
appears in regulations codified at 50
CFR part 679 to be consistent with the
FMP as amended and approved by the
Secretary. This action will not have any
substantive regulatory effect.

Classification

This action changes the title of the
salmon FMP, a non-discretionary
technical change with no substantive
effects. Therefore, the Assistant

Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment under
5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), as such procedure
would be unnecessary. Because prior
notice and opportunity for comment is
not required for this action by 5 U.S.C.
553 or any other law, the analytical
requirements of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.are
not applicable.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 679

Alaska, Fisheries, Recordkeeping and
reporting requirements.

Dated: June 25, 2002.
William T. Hogarth
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, 50 CFR part 679 is amended
as follows:

PART 679—FISHERIES OF THE
EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE OFF
ALASKA

1. The authority citation for part 679
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C 773 et seq.; 1801 et
seq.; 3631 et seq.; Title Il Division C, Pub. L.
105-277; Sec. 3027, Pub. L. 106—31; 113 Stat.
57; 16 U.S.C. 1540(f); and Sec. 209, Pub. L.
106-554. et seq.

2.In §679.1, the heading of paragraph
(i) is revised to read as follows:

§679.1 Purpose and scope.

* * * * *

(i) Fishery Management Plan for the
Salmon Fisheries in the EEZ off the
Coast of Alaska (Salmon FMP).* * *
[FR Doc. 02—-16382 Filed 6—-28—02; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S



