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Ruel Daggs v. Elihu Frazier, et al.

On June 7, 1850, a Federal jury in Burlington, lowa, ruled that Elihu
Frazier and five other residents of Salem, lowa, owed Missouri slave-
holder Ruel Daggs $2,900 in damages for preventing slave catchers
from bringing a group of escaped slaves belonging to Daggs back to
Missouri. Daggs had asked for $10,000, but the sum awarded was
still sizable for the time. Several points were at issue in the suit:
whether Daggs had provided the slave catchers with the authority to
pursue the slaves, whether and to

what extent the defendants had 1 4 ;
interfered with the slave catchers, : a2 e
and whether they had harbored the g2
fugitive slaves. After almost two :

years of legal maneuvers, the jury 4 o PR ;

returned a verdict in favor of Daggs.

A small town with a two-acre pub- : i
lic square at the center, Salem, lowa, _' e o
had been established by a group of L P
Quakers in the mid-1830s. The local ;
Quakers opposed slavery, and were
active in the abolition movement. The
town was reputed to be a stop on the [
Underground Railroad. e '

The events chronicled in the Daggs i
case unfolded against the national
debate over the admission of California e

to the Union as a free state, which e

would upset the congressional balance ~th ]
in favor of the free states. That debate Frud. o ia g i
resulted in the Compromise of 1850, it AT
which admitted California as a free 2 . .

state and passed a new, harsher . . 2 A LDl

Fugitive Slave Law under which the T
infamous Dred Scott case would be

prosecuted. N AT o Eor e

According to the testimony of Frast, S s
James McClure, one of the slave ey A e
catchers, nine slaves escaped from
Daggs’ property in northeast Missouri
on Friday night, June 2, 1848. They
were Sam Fulcher, his wife Dorcas,
their pregnant daughter Julia, John Walker, his wife Mary, and four
children, Martha, William, George, and a one year old boy. Henry
Brown, another of the slave catchers, testified that the four children
were John Walker's (and presumably his wife Mary’s), but McClure
described each child as quarter-blood mulatto, and John Walker sim-

ply as a mulatto, suggesting that perhaps the children were fathered
by a white man.

Daggs, in 1848, was about 74 years old, and he did not pursue the
escapees himself. “After dinner” on June 5, 1848, Daggs’ neighbor James
McClure and two other men, Samuel Slaughter and Henry Brown, discov-
ered the party hiding in a hazel thicket near the town of Salem, in Henry
County, lowa. According to Brown’s testimony, all surrendered except John
Walker. McClure sent Slaughter to fetch
Brown from Salem; a crowd of angry
townsfolk accompanied Slaughter and
Brown back to McClure and the slaves.
Walker surrendered when Brown
threatened him with a pistol; but the
- crowd grew threatening as the slave
catchers attempted to bring their cap-
tives to town, and all but Sam Fulcher
. and one of the children soon slipped
. h away. The slave catchers soon found

T a - v themselves at the local Quaker meeting

Deposition of James McClure, 1848, Ruel Daggs v. Elihu Frazier, et al.
U.S. District Court, Burlington, 1A
RG 21; NARA Central Plains Region, Kansas City, MO

house or “abolition office,” surrounded
by a hostile crowd, in danger of being
e o T omm ie. . Charged with Kidnapping, and perhaps
- worse. McClure, Slaughter, and Brown
g escaped bodily harm but did not retain
- any of the slaves they captured that day.
e W e T According to an article by Robert J.
Willoughby published in the Missouri
) Historical Review, upon leaving the meet-
. ..~ ~.s  inghouse Brown threatened to shoot
v ar Toln ad: iw--=  Sam Fulcher (the last of the slaves to
b AP gl stah Far, depart) as Fulcher rode away on a horse
i belonging to one of the townsmen, but
the reaction of the crowd dissuaded
him. Brown did not mention this inci-
dent in his testimony.

Willoughby writes that McClure
soon returned with a large party of
Missourians, a compliant justice of the
peace, and a constable from another
county to search homes.  The
Missourians remained in Salem for at least a day before a party of armed
lowans arrived from the town of Denmark to oust them. Dorcas, Julia,
and the two younger children were evidently recaptured and returned to
Daggs at a later date. Daggs died in 1862. Julia married Hesekiah Hall
on September 22, 1865. The fate of the others is not known.
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Negro Shore Patrolmen at the Newton
Street Station

RG 181, P11 1944 [2/2] Assistant Chief of
Staff for Personnel, Eleventh Naval District,
Records of Naval Districts and Shore
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Werner von Braun

RG 255, Records of the National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration, Marshall Space Flight

Center, Huntsville, AL
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Egg Candling Certificate, c. 1917
RG 4; Records of FDA State and Local Food
Administrators, AK; Records of the U.S. Food

Administration, NARA Southwest Region, Fort

Worth, TX
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