NRC INSPECTION MANUAL

PART 9900: TECHNI CAL GUI DANCE

STS428. TG
STANDARD TECHNI CAL SPECI FI CATI ONS
SECTION 4. 2. 8. X. X
SURVEI LLANCE REQUI REMENTS - 125-VOLT BATTERY BANK

A PURPOSE

Provi de gui dance to the i nspector regardi ng i nformati on that shoul d
be included in surveillance test procedures for determning
el ectrolyte level in stationary batteries.

B. DI SCUSSI ON

Section 4.2.8. X. X. of the Standard Techni cal Specifications (STS)
requires periodic determ nations of the electrolyte | evel in each
pilot cell and each connected cell of the station battery. The
Goul d Battery Conpany has devel oped specific criteriawhichis used
to determne the electrolyte |level needed to ascertain the true
specific gravity of the electrolyte. The true specific gravity is
an i ndi cator of cell capacity and any downwar d change denot es a need
for corrective action. The criteria are applicable to all wet
storage batteries and i nclude the type of information that should
be i ncorporatedinlicensee surveillance test procedures. The Gould
criteria are as foll ows:

1. Electrolyte levels should be recorded and specific gravity
readi ngs adj usted accordi ngly.

2. Electrolyte |l evel s should be recorded only when the cells are
in a floating node of operation.

3. Electrolyte |levels should be recorded nonthly as stated on
| EEE- 450.

4. Electrolyte |evels should be recorded any tinme that a true
specific gravity reading is required. The true specific
gravity reading is needed to determne if thereis a dowward
change incell capacity. Thisw | indicate corrective action
and elimnate battery probl ens.

5. If abattery has received an equal i ze charge, the el ectrol yte
| evel s shoul d not be taken until the cell has been pl aced on
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float for a mninmum of 72 hours after conpletion of the
equal i ze char ge.
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C. REFERENCE
Ltr. W Hurley, Gould, to F. Maura, RIII, dtd 6/15/79

END
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