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1. 	Purvse. This Realty Sewices Letter issues lease security standards for new space 
requrrements and instructions for eorn etitive procurements based on the 
Interagency Security Cornmittee's (IS 8) Security Sfandards in Leased Space. 

2. 	Backsround. 

a. 	 On April 20, *f 995, the President directed the Department of Justice (DOJ) to 
assess the vulnerability of federal ofice buildings in the United States,
particularlyto acts of terrorism and other forms of violence. 

b. 	 On June 28, 1995, DOJ issued its report, VuInerabilityAssessment of Federal 
Faciiities. 

c. 	 On June28,1995, ExecutiveMemo, Upgrading Secun atFedemlFaciIities, 
directed that, where feasible, facilities, ...be upgraded?o the minimum security
standards recommended for its security level by the Department of Justice 
Study.* 

d. 	 On &tobet 19, 1995, Executive Order 12977 establishedthe ISC 20establish 
policies for security in and protection of Federal facilities." 

8. 	On October 15,2001 the PBS Commissioner issued an InstructionalLetter, 
Implementationof the ISC SecunYy Design Criteria for New Federal Office 
Buildings and Major Modernization Pmjeds. The instructional letter stated that 
for all existin owned and leased space, PBS will adhere to the minimum 
standards se9 out in the DOJvulnerability study. 

On April 26, 2002 the PBS Commissioner directed implementation of ISCdesign
criter~aregarding site selection, '. ..effective immediately, if a Regional Office 
cannot recommend a site for a new federal construction or lease construction 
project that will achieve the 50-foot standoff distance, an exemption must be 
Issued by the Commissionerof PBS." This Realty Sewices Letter now governs
all lease construction projects and eliminates the setback waiver process for 
lease construction. 
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