U.S. EPA And U.S. Department Of Energy Develops

Eeflective roof materials have
become a hat topic for the moofing
industry in recem years. These
materials can make a building
more energy efficient by lowering
roaf temperature, reducing the
amount of heat tmrsfered ince the
building’s int=rior and ubimazely
reducing the amount of ensrgy
neeeded to maintain indoor oom-
fart. The result is lower utilig bills
fior consumers.

Eeflective roofs alse help the
ervigonmant, Most of the enengy
used o oool home ard buikngs
i the TL5, B cnesed by burming
fossil fuels, which releases air pal-
Isticay aned pramicles thar eooiribute
o snog, acid min, respimalony dis-
gase and global climate change. In
addition, reflective moofs help miti-
gave the uban hest island efec.
That is, they reflect some of the
' rays, cauwsing decreases in
both surface temperature and
overadl adr beEmperabare inoan urtban
ared. Coolmg ambient air tempemn-
lure even a few degrees reduces
e armsoumnt of emog that is foameed
through photochemical reactions.
By uding leds enengy consamers
Sve money oo utiliy bills while
alsny helping prevent air pollution.

The L.5. Envlronmental
Protection Agescy and the 10,5
Depanment of Energy recognize
the benefits of reflective roofs and
are cwrrently developing the
Enzrgy Star Roof Products
Progmm o help consumens under-
sand the importance of enengy
efficiency. The progrm B project-
ed to be lnunched in Fall 1998,
According fo Bachel Schmelte, the
EPA's Enengy Star Program manag-
er, the program will fooss on the
energy efficiency af moof produscs,
and, in partioalar, their reflecthvity.

fchimeltz explained the program
has be=n in the development sage
for approximat=ly one year.
earing this process she has been
woiking with moofing manufactur-
ers, inchiding several mezal con-
siruction indusry represencatives,
o design specifications and ident-
fy tesr methods thar pamner M-
factarers will use o ovaliase sheir
products. Schieliz said these
guidelines will be che “mear of e

Manufacturers join the Enengy
Star Program by signing a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU}Y, after which they may
place the Energy Star label on
prosducts that they have deter-
mined b meet & menally agreed
upon, performance-hased, energy-
efficiency specification,

Schineltz explaired thar parrics-
patng manufecnerers can let con-
sumers know thar by purchasing
an Energy Stac-labeled product
they will ssve energy. money and

Energy Star Roof Products Program

the environaens, The amount of
savings depends on bailding cher-
aciesistics and climane comdRions,
Building characreristics thar resuh
in the largess savings inchode amic
duct location and absence of ceil-
ing insulation, I general, boild-
ings aned homes in the 1.5, Sunlseh
will benedic the meosn lrom irstalla-
tion of a neflecive mof,

Metal pod enaperial manufscter-
ofs interesied in knowing meore
bt e Energy Star Hoof

Froduss Program can conlact
Schenedtz at {2021 5640124 ar via
=il at schmeltz rmchel@epa-
rnvail, e, o,

EP& and DOE wse the Energy
Sear babszl 10 belp residential and
commercial consumers quickly
and easily identfy products that
ave them morsy and protect the
environment by saving energy.
Ceher Energy Star programs are bn
place for office equipment, resi-
dential heating and coaling equip-

mend, £xit signs, new homes, ins
lation, refrigerators, dishwashers
roaam air conditioners, clothes
washers and residential light Fix
hares.
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