
About the Alternative Farming Systems Information Center 
The Alternative Farming Systems Information Center (AFSIC) specializes in locating and accessing information 
related to many aspects of sustainable and alternative agriculture, crops and livestock – sustainable and organic 
crop and livestock farming systems; renewable farm energy options; alternative marketing practices; crop and 
livestock diversification including aquaculture, exotic and heritage farm animals, alternative and specialty crops, 
new uses for traditional crops, and crops grown for industrial production; and small farm issues. 

AFSIC was founded in 1985 and is an integral part of the National Agricultural Library (NAL) in Beltsville, 
Maryland. The Center is supported, in part, by USDA’s Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education 
(SARE) program, and a cooperative agreement with the University of Maryland, College Park, MD. NAL is part 
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the USDA Agricultural Research Service (ARS). 

A current list of AFSIC information products and full-text publications are available electronically on the 
AFSIC Web site. Recent publications are also available, on request, in hard copy. 

For further information: 

Alternative Farming Systems Information Center 
National Agricultural Library, ARS, USDA 
10301 Baltimore Ave., Room 132 
Beltsville MD 20705-2351 
phone: 301-504-6559; fax: 301-504-6927 
E-mail form: http://www.nal.usda.gov/afsic/contact/ask.php 
Web site: http://afsic.nal.usda.gov/

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimers 
“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, 
parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part 
of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and 
TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 
(TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
 
The use of trade, firm, or corporation names in this publication (or page) is for the information and convenience 
of the reader. Such use does not constitute an official endorsement or approval by the United States Department 
of Agriculture or the Agricultural Research Service of any product or service to the exclusion of others that may 
be suitable. 
For more information about National Agricultural Library policy and disclaimers: 
http://www.nal.usda.gov/disclaimers/disclaimers.shtml
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