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American Indian Injury Death Rate Facts 
 

American Indian (all ages, all gender) 
 

• Unintentional Injuries are the 3rd leading cause of death overall for all ages and 
genders.1 

 
• In 2002 the American Indian/Alaska Native population had the highest age-

adjusted unintentional injury death rate at 53.8 per 100,000 standard population 
and the Asian or Pacific Islander (API) population had the lowest rate (17.9).2 

 

2002 Top Ten Causes of Death
 American Indian, both sexes, all ages
National Vital Statistics Reports
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American Indian Injury Death Rate Facts by Age 
 

Ages 1-4: American Indian, both genders3 
 

• Unintentional Injuries are the leading cause of death. (36.7%) 
 

• Assault (homicide), an intentional injury, is the second leading cause of death. 
 

• 50% of all deaths were from Unintentional and Intentional Injuries. 
 
 

Ages 5-9: American Indian, both genders4 
 

• Unintentional Injuries were the leading cause of death. (47.9%) 
 

• More than half (56%) of all deaths were from Unintentional and Intentional 
Injuries. (Includes Unintentional Injuries and Assault/Homicide) 

 
 

Ages 10-14: American Indian, both genders5 
 
• Unintentional Injuries were the leading cause of death. (47.4%) 

 
• Assault (homicide), an intentional injury, was the second leading cause of death. 

 
• Approximately two-thirds (64%) of all deaths were from Unintentional and 

Intentional Injuries. (Includes Unintentional Injuries, Suicide and 
Assault/Homicide) 

 
 

Ages 15-19: American Indian, both genders6 
 

• Unintentional Injuries were the leading cause of death. (54.7%) 
 

• Intentional self-harm (suicide), an intentional injury, was the second leading 
cause of death. 

 
• Assault (homicide), an intentional injury, was the third leading cause of death. 

 
• 82% of all deaths were from Unintentional and Intentional Injuries.(Includes 

Unintentional Injuries, Suicide and Assault/Homicide) 
 

• In 2002, injuries claimed 8 times more American Indians, ages 15-19, lives than 
any other causes of death. 
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 Other causes of death includes: Malignant neoplasms, heart disease, 

cerebrovascular diseases, influenza and pneumonia, anemias, diabetes 
mellitus, chronic lower respiratory diseases, pneumonitis due to solids 
and liquids, congenital malformations, deformations and chromosomal 
abnormalities and all others. 

 
 

Ages 20-24: American Indian, both genders7 
 

•   Unintentional Injuries were the leading cause of death. (48.7%) 
 

• Intentional self-harm (suicide), an intentional injury, was the second leading 
cause of death. 

 
• Assault (homicide), an intentional injury, was the third leading cause of death. 

 
• 79% of all deaths were from Unintentional and Intentional Injuries.(Includes 

Unintentional Injuries, Suicide and Assault/Homicide) 
 
 

Ages 25-34: American Indian, both genders8 
 

• Unintentional Injuries were the leading cause of death. (39.0%) 
 

• Intentional self-harm (suicide), an intentional injury, was the second leading 
cause of death. 

 
• Assault (homicide), an intentional injury, was the third leading cause of death. 

 
• 61% of all deaths were from Unintentional and Intentional Injuries.(Includes 

Unintentional Injuries, Suicide and Assault/Homicide) 
 
 

Ages 35-44: American Indian, both genders9 
 

• Unintentional Injuries were the leading cause of death.  
 

 
Ages 45-54: American Indian, both genders10 

 
• Unintentional Injuries are the third leading cause of death.  

 Cancer leading cause of death  
 Heat Disease second leading cause of death 
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• Cancer claimed only 78 more lives than Unintentional Injuries. Heart Disease 

claimed only 31 more lives than Unintentional Injuries. 
 
 

Ages 55-64: American Indian, both genders11 
 

• Unintentional Injuries are the fourth leading cause of death.  
 Cancer leading cause of death  
 Heat Disease second leading cause of death 
 Diabetes third leading cause of death 

 
 

Ages 65 and older: American Indian, both genders12 
 

• Unintentional Injuries were the seventh leading cause of death.  
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American Indian Injury Death Rate Facts by Gender 
 

• In both genders, from ages 1 to 44, Unintentional Injuries were the leading cause 
of death. 

 
 

Male: American Indian, all ages13 
 

• Unintentional Injuries were the third leading cause of death.  
 

 
Female: American Indian, all ages14 

 
• Unintentional Injuries were the seventh leading cause of death.  

 
• Approximately twice as many males died of Unintentional Injuries than females. 

 
 
 
Males: American Indian Injury Rates by Age Group (2002)15 
Age 
Group 

Unintentional 
Injury Rank 

Percent of total 
deaths: 
Unintentional 
Injuries 

Percent of 
total deaths: 
All injuries 
(Unintentional 
& Intentional) 

Leading Cause of Death 

1-4 1 38.8 49.0 Unintentional Injuries 
5-9 1 52.4 52.4 Unintentional Injuries 
10-14 1 45.5 52.3 Unintentional Injuries 
15-19 1 51.1 84.2 Unintentional Injuries 
20-24 1 50.8 82.3 Unintentional Injuries 
25-34 1 40.7 67.0 Unintentional Injuries 
35-44 1 30.4 42.6 Unintentional Injuries 
45-54 2 15.2 20.7 Disease of Heart 
55-64 4 6.7 6.7 Disease of Heart 
65+ 6 5.5 5.5 Disease of Heart 
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Females: American Indian Injury Rates by Age Group (2002)16 
Age 
Group 

Unintentional 
Injury Rank 

Percent of total 
deaths: 
Unintentional 
Injuries 

Percent of 
total deaths: 
All injuries 

Leading Cause of Death 

1-4 1 34.1 51.2 Unintentional Injuries 
5-9 1 44.4 59.2 Unintentional Injuries 
10-14 1 50.0 67.7 Unintentional Injuries 
15-19 1 61.8 78.7 Unintentional Injuries 
20-24 1 42.3 69.2 Unintentional Injuries 
25-34 1 34.9 48.7 Unintentional Injuries 
35-44 1 25.0 31.7 Unintentional Injuries 
45-54 2 10.6 13.0 Malignant Cancers 
55-64 5 4.9 4.9 Malignant Cancers 
65+ 9 2.1 2.1 Disease of Heart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
American Indian Injury Death Rate Facts by Injury Topic 
 
 
Suicide: American Indian17 
 

• Suicide, also known as intentional self-harm, is considered an intentional injury. 
 

• Suicide is the 2nd leading cause of death for American Indians ages 15 to 34. 
 

• The American Indian/Alaska Native(AIAN) population had the second highest 
rate of suicide.18 

 
• In 2002, Suicide claimed more American Indians ages 20-24 lives, by total, than 

any other age group. 
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Motor Vehicle Traffic-Related(MVT): American Indian19 
 
 

• MVT-related injuries was the leading mechanism of injury deaths for all specific 
sex, race, and Hispanic origin categories (non-Hispanic white, Hispanic, AIAN 
and API males and females, and non-Hispanic black females) except for non-
Hispanic black males, among whom MVT-related injuries was the second leading 
mechanism. 

 
• The age-adjusted death rate for MVT-related injuries was highest for the AIAN 

population (28.1 per 100,000 U.S. standard population) and lowest for the API 
population (8.2 per 100,000) 

 
• Age-adjusted MVT-related injuries death rates for AIAN males were about 1.8 

times the rates for non-Hispanic black, Hispanic, and non-Hispanic white males. 
 
 
Firearms: American Indian20 
 
 

• It was the second leading mechanism for Hispanic, non-Hispanic white, AIAN, 
and API males; the third leading mechanism for Hispanic, non-Hispanic black, 
and AIAN females 

 
• For the non-Hispanic white and AIAN populations, the majority of firearm deaths 

were suicides; 
 
 
Poisoning: American Indian21 
 
 

• Poisoning was the second leading mechanism of injury death for AI/AN females 
and the third leading mechanism of injury death for AI/AN males. 

 
• For females, death rates were higher for the non-Hispanic white and AIAN 

populations (7.2 and 6.5 per 100,000 U.S. standard population, respectively) 
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Falls: American Indian22 
 
 

• Falls were the fourth leading mechanism for AIAN females and fifth leading 
cause of injury death for AIAN males. 

 
• The age-adjusted death rate for falls was highest for the non-Hispanic white and 

AIAN populations (6.2 and 5.6 per 100,000 U.S. standard population, 
respectively) than for other groups. 

 
 

• For females the AIAN rate was highest at 4.8 per 100,000 U.S. standard 
population 

 
Suffocation: American Indian23 
 
 

• The age-adjusted death rate for suffocation was higher for the AIAN population 
(4.9 per 100,000 U.S. standard population) than for other groups 

 
• The AIAN rate was also the highest for the male population (7.1 per 100,000), 

whereas the non-Hispanic black had the highest suffocation rate among females 
(3.3 per 100,000). 

 
 

• In each race or ethnic group except for the non-Hispanic black population, the 
majority of suffocation deaths were suicides (between 51 and 74 percent). 
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