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Forest Inventory and Analysis: Moving to an Annual National System Accurate 
and timely assessments of forest ecosystems are critical needs of modern 
forestry. The US forest inventory system, which provides the information for 
these tasks, is moving from a periodic to an annual basis, as mandated by the 
Farm Bill of 1998 and advocated by much of the forestry profession. The 
challenges of this mandate are considerable. The Forest Service’s Forest 
Inventory and Analysis (FIA) program is the primary focus of these changes.  
 
In December 1999, the Journal of Forestry published a special issue on the FIA 
program and the move to an annual inventory approach. The issue covers the 
history of forest survey sampling, current work taking place in specific regions, 
and user perspectives on the adoption of an annual inventory system. Articles 
discuss the need for reevaluation of analytical approaches; techniques for 
integrating auxiliary information into forest inventory; combining current with 
archival data; and the role of remote sensing technologies.  
 
With permission of the Society of American Foresters, the FIA program has 
reproduced herein the contents of the December 1999 issue of the Journal of 
Forestry (vol. 97, no. 12; now out of print). Viewers have permission to download 
specific articles or the collection of articles for personal use. Permission to 
reproduce multiple copies for distribution at a conference or for use in course 
packs must be granted from the publisher via the Copyright Clearance Center. 
Permission to republish material (including figures and article excerpts) may also 
be obtained from the Copyright Clearance Center. Color reprints of articles may 
be purchased through the Society of American Foresters (e-mail 
gravesn@safnet.org); black-and-white reprints may be ordered directly from 
Sheridan Press.  
 
Link to the complete special issue of the Journal of Forestry (vol. 97, no. 12). 
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