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Declines in amphibian populations have been recognized
worldwide over many regions and habitat types (Alford and
Richards 1999). No single cause for dcchncs has bccn
found, although acid precipitation, env

the i duction of exotic pred li
agenls, parasites, and the effects of ultraviolel radiation

Reptile sampling, which is done in conjunction'with
amphibian sampling, has uncovered 6 species {Table 2). By
far the most common reptile in Biscayne Natiofial Park is the
brown anole, Anolis sagrei. The other reptile Species have
been encountered on a much less frequent basis, some of
them with only one recorded sighting. It sho noted that

populations has been and continues to be the loss of habitat. have not been recorded by our sampling meth
leatherback, loggerhead, Kemps ridley, green
sea lurtles, as well as American crocodiles are

inhabit the aquatic areas of Biscayne Nationa

have been suggested. It is also possible that the interacti 3 wh:l.eth.etmplcalhousegecko Hemidactyl ia is also
of several factors are causing the declines (Carey and Bryant | itapp most often of
1995). A major factor in the loss of amphibian and reptile o v \ bwldm,g and around other disturbed are h
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> In response lo concems aboul the lack of basic knowledge of
the amphibians and reptiles inhabiting Department of
Interior lands, inventory programs are being instituted
nationwide. The Center for Water and Restoration Studies
~ ofthe U.S. Geological Survey, in collaboration with the
Florida Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, is
conducting a reptile and amphibian inventory of the
national of the southéast United States and the
Caribbea cayne N Park is a primarily aquatic
park with islands pans over 173,000 acres.
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Table 2, Reptile detection locations in Biscayne
National Park
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g islands of the park. In contra
lic species have been detected both
he park and on the islands.
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gh lecrealionaluseof mepark exolic species have spread
uch of the area. A lack of freshwater is the probable
mphibian spemes on the outer islands. ~
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* Denotes introduced species

populntions. Eenviron. Health Perspec. 103{Suppl. 411317,
som o sas tdes provided by the offcial mab site of Bisayne National Mw-l-m*;
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